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Forced to be silent
I was created by God with the ability to talk.
But I am forbidden to use my voice, I am a prisoner.
I am deprived of speaking and cannot share my pain,
My suffering or am allowed to ask for the simplest rights.
I was deprived of my Father and mother.
One passed away I was not able to kiss him goodbye.
I did not have the right.
I was never deaf or dumb, but my tongue was tied.
I asked to see the sun, but the only thing I got was candles.
Candle light for many years.
I asked for bread, but was deprived from food, now,
I asked for life and I was told that I have none.
I disagreed and said: “Am I not human? “
They replied: “Yes, you are, but you are dead.”
I said: “But my eyes are still open.”
So they replied: “Close your eyes then.”
I said: “I’m not on the ground? “
So they replied: “Burry yourself alive”.
I missed the time being.
I wish time could be turned backward.
I was in prison for a very decent reason.
The reason is that I defended my beloved home …
My country - the place of my birth.
A place, which I always dream to liberate and return to. They don’t hear me.
Damn it … I’m forbidden to talk.
(Shared by Aseel from Silwan, 16yrs)
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Executive Summary
After the occupation of the West Bank in 1967, Israel annexed
Silwan, together with the rest of East Jerusalem and adjacent
areas. Israeli law was applied in full to the annexed territory.
The residents were given the status of temporary Jerusalem
residents and were issued Identity cards. Palestinians from
East Jerusalem however have no Israeli citizenship, are forced
to pay taxes, however are not allowed to vote while Israeli law
was applied to them in full.
According to international law, East Jerusalem is an integral
part of the West Bank, and Israel’s annexation therefore is
illegal. The international community does not recognize the
annexation, and the status of East Jerusalem under international law is identical to that of the
remainder of the West Bank.
Silwan is one of the Palestinian neighborhoods in East Jerusalem, located just below the Old City Walls
of Jerusalem, just a few meters away from the Al Aqusa Mosque and the Wailing wall, home to roughly
55,000 people and under extreme exposure to Human Rights violations and other challenges, including
frequent children and youth detentions, severe encroachment of settler activities, archeological
excavation of the neighborhood without consent, notification or involvement of the Palestinian
inhabitants, house seizure and demolitions, lack of public service provision by the municipality despite
collecting taxes, harassment of community leaders and peace activists to only mention a few.
Recently the term “Hebron-ization of Silwan” is used by various actors to showcase the rapidly devolving
situation of the community. The security situation for the residents precipitously deteriorated after the
first settlers forced their way into Silwan in 1991. These ideological settlers did not come alone but were
accompanied and supported by private security financed by the State of Israel and ELAD the
organization who is leading the excavations in Silwan.
In response to the occupation and the ensued discriminatory treatments, the Palestinians resisted and
continue to resist. The resistance and protests, in their current form, are mostly of peaceful nature
however in the last few years it had turned more violent often involving confrontations with settlers, the
ISF and/or private security agents. These incidents have been triggering perpetual arrests and
detentions, particularly disconcerting, minors as young as 6 years old boys. The brunt physical,
psychological and economic costs to the victims of violence, their family and community are massive,
ranging from fear, low self-esteem and post-traumatic stress disorders to major physical injuries and
even death. The violence being perpetrated against the children and youth has impaired theirs and
their families’ realization of basic human rights, not to mention created obstacles to the full and equal
participation in society.
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The purpose of this paper is to provide readers with an overview of the ubiquitous and systematic harsh
treatment Palestinian minors from Silwan encounter during arrest in the hands of the various Israeli
Security Forces and the shorter term psychological, physical and social impacts sustained as a result. The
challenges surrounding human rights violations against Palestinians and the violations of children rights
in particular are central to this report. Lastly, some recommendations are lent for a way forward.
The data was compiled in cooperation with the Madaa Creative Center.

Context Analysis
The Humanitarian conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) are directly related to the
continuing conflict and occupation of the Palestinian territory (East Jerusalem, WB and the Gaza Strip).
They can best be characterized as a protection crisis with serious humanitarian consequences brought
about by lack of respect for
International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) and International Human
Rights Law (IHRL)1. While movement
and access remain critical issues in
the West Bank, most Palestinians
have limited access to the main
routes, which are restricted to
Israelis (mainly settlers) and the
Gaza Strip which is under siege and
disconnected, Palestinians from the
West Bank and Gaza face severe
difficulties
in accessing
East
Jerusalem, which is traditionally the
centre for medical treatment,
education facilities, and worship.
The
continuing
growth
of
settlements, with 500,000 settlers in
the West Bank including East
Jerusalem, has reduced the space available for Palestinians.
Figure 1: Changing of Borders over time (http://www.nad-plo.org/userfiles/file/maps/two%20state%20solution%20map.pdf)
1

Fragmented lives | Humanitarian Overview 2011 - Ocha:
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_fragmented_lives_annual_report_2012_05_29_english.pdf
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There has been an increase in Palestinian displacement as a result of evictions, house demolitions and
settler violence.
Although the international community as well as the parties on site, meaning the Israeli State and the
Palestinian Authority (PA) is still negotiating a two State solution, facts on the ground prove us a
different. The enclaves left for Palestinians to move freely are getting smaller and smaller and in fact
most of the WB is controlled by Israel.

East Jerusalem
Figure 2: In red the separation barrier

East Jerusalem continues to be cut off from the
rest of the West Bank due to administrative and
physical access restrictions, including the
Separation Wall (see Figure 2). Since 1967, Israeli
measures have altered the status of East Jerusalem
and affected the residency status of Palestinians
their access to basic services and their ability to
plan and develop their communities.
Around 270.000 Palestinians currently reside in East
Jerusalem, in addition to 200.000 Israeli settlers
who reside in settlements which have been
constructed since 1967, contrary to international
law. At least 32% of all Palestinian homes in East
Jerusalem lack building permits which are difficult
to obtain (respectively impossible to obtain), potentially placing at least 86.500 residents at risk of
displacement.
The repeated international call for settlement freeze has not been heeded; Israel is still creating facts on
the ground, i.e. illegally acquiring Palestinians land. Nir Barkat, the Mayor of Jerusalem mentioned in
connection with East Jerusalem that he is anticipating a Jewish majority in East Jerusalem by 2020. (See
http://www.aidajerusalem.org/uploadss/01_07_10986663827.pdf)
Silwan, East Jerusalem
In March 2010 the Jerusalem Municipality launched it’s “King’s Garden Plan”. Mayor Nir Barkat stated:
“The initiative to restore the area of the King’s Garden to its ancient glory is part of our responsibility
and fundamental commitment…” which planed to be located largely in parts of Silwan. If this plan is to
be successfully implemented, Al Bustan the sub-neighborhood of Silwan faces complete demolishment.
The plans for the park were prepared without consulting the residents. Despite this fact, the community,
8

aided by architects and legal advisors reached out to the municipality with an alternative plan2 which
would allow local residents to stay in Al Bustan plus creating an attractive area for tourists. Thus far this
remedial plan was not taken into consideration yet.
Main challenges identified by the community of Silwan
1) Elad Association3: Since 1991, roughly 350
ideological settlers forced their way into
Silwan aided by Elad association, till then an
entirely Arab neighborhood in East
Jerusalem. Elad, a right-wing association,
infamous for acquisitioning of Palestinian
properties and settlement of Jews through
dubious mean sin the area is also employed
as a subcontractor of the Israeli
government
to
administer
the
archaeological site City of David in Silwan.
The archaeological site, by most serious
scientists’, is nothing but a political game
and strategy to create ‘facts on the ground’
while destroying historical evidence and
uprooting current residents. Elad openly
proclaim that its mission is the judaization of Silwan and the creation of a contiguous Jewish
presence along the southern slopes of the Al-Aqsa mosque. This vision on the grander scale is also
known as the Jerusalem Master Plan for 2020 suggesting for 2020 to establish a 60%:40% - Jewish
majority.
2) Settler violence/Settler Security: Settlers (Israeli civilian) perpetrate various forms of violence
against Palestinians residents in Silwan, damaging their lands, their persons and their property on a
regularly basis. The confrontations often involve settler guards who are aided by the Israel state
security Forces, thus Human Rights violations against the population is part of daily life.

2

Al Bustan Master Plan: http://silwanic.net/?p=1575

3

In the beginning of the 90s, a private organization called Elad (El Ir-David, To City of David) started to operate in the village of
Silwan. In Elad’s mission statement it is written that its mission is to “strengthen the Jewish connection to Jerusalem and this in
the means of tours, guidance, populating, and publishing material.” In practice, Elad feverishly worked to gain ownership of
houses and lands in the village and particularly in Wadi Hilwah neighborhood.
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Roughly 350 private security guards are attached to 2000
ideological settlers living in Silwan and the Old City and cost 76
Million NIS (US $20 million) in taxpayers’ money each year to
finance these services. The guards’ stated mission is to protect
Jewish residents from Arab residents. The guards are authorized
to use ammunition and apply physical violence, in order to
protect Jewish residents and their visitors. The mission and
methods used are illegal both by Israeli and International Law.
Therefore, ACRI, an Israeli HR organization, has petitioned the
Israeli High Court to halt these unlawful activities4
3) Evictions: Is a widely used tactic to dispose Palestinians from
their property (discussed above in relation with Elad). The tactic
draws its power from the controversial Absentee Property law (discussed above).
4) House demolitions: A substantial part of the Al Bustan sub-neighborhood in Silwan is in pending
demolition orders; to be exact 110 houses are cleared for demolition, which would leave roughly
1500 Palestinian displaced. The plan is to clear vast swathes of Palestinian homes and property to
make way for a “biblical garden” as part of the City of David settlement project.
5) Child arrest & detentions: According to the data
gathered by the Wadi Hilweh Information Center,
on average 90 Palestinians are being kidnapped or
arrested by Israeli Police/special forces per quarter,
which makes an average of one person per day.
However the actual number might be higher, due
to under reporting. The vast majority of
arrested/detained/kidnapped are minors and most
of them are picked up multiple times by the police
over the course of the year being suspected of
stone throwing, though a few were arrested on
suspicion of committing other offenses. A high
percentage of the children were released without
charges at all.

4

Petition: Deployment of Private Security Guards in East Jerusalem Is Unlawful: The court will be holding a first hearing
th
on (the 12 of Dec 2012) an ACRI petition concerning the usage of private security guards to provide 24/7 protection to Jewish
settlers in Palestinian neighborhoods of Jerusalem. Background in English: http://www.acri.org.il/en/2011/10/31/petitiondeployment-of-private-security-guards-in-e-jerusalem-is-unalwful/http://www.acri.org.il/en/2011/10/31/petition-

deployment-of-private-security-guards-in-e-jerusalem-is-unalwful/
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6) Isolation: As so often, in conflict situations women and children are the weakest in society. Many of
them are isolated and confined by the Head of the family in the name of security, therefore unable
to live a normal life.
7) Mistrust and Disconnect: Due to the prolonged occupation (i.e. collaborators and traitors from
within the Palestinian community) mistrust and disconnect is part of daily Palestinian reality.
Normally strong family ties and understanding for the situation of one another is replaced by
suspicion, doubts and a strong urge of being in control and use control over others.
Response to the challenges mentioned above
Nevertheless part of the community of Silwan tries to peacefully resist the occupation through various
means, one being regular demonstration at the Al Bustan peace tent following the Friday prayers. Many
Palestinians as well as internationals showcase their support for the people whose houses have been
approved for demolition to create a Biblical Park. These activities too often however are met by force
and arrest of Palestinian men, youth and children. As the unrest become widespread, it is becoming
more violent, i.e. one man and one teenager were killed by settler security during 2010/11. Children
responded to the arrests and detention with throwing stones and molotov’s. In 2010, according to
Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI), 1200 children from East Jerusalem were detained and
investigated.
A common response and judgment for children, who were investigated by the police, is to keep them for
days and even months under house arrest. A high percentage of the children in Silwan who were
subjected to house arrest in 2011 were not able to complete the school year. Reasons being, that their
lawyers, who often are overwhelmed with heavy caseload, neglected to inform them about their right to
access to education even during house arrest, or because the parents were not able to afford a legal
representation for their child, thus were not aware of their entitlements.
The situation in Silwan begs acknowledgment of the hardship families and their children go through. The
experience of violence decreases survivors’ self-confidence and sense of trust and safety. It also creates
a willingness to engage in further violent behavior. Survivors require short-term protection from
provocation and violence and then longer-term support to strengthen their self-esteem, self-worth,
work on their anger management skills and develop personal, social and economic resources to become
productive members of the society. The Palestinian community reacts. One strategy is to empower and
work with children and youth to allow them to believe in a better future. The Madaa Creative Center in
Wadi Hilweh, Silwan which was established by Community Activists in 2007 tries to pick up some of
these needs in support of the community.
The Madaa Creative Center
Madaa means in Arabic Horizont and tries since the opening of its doors to provide a safe space for
children, youth and women; a place to socialize, learn new skills, create, have fun, and foster new bonds
and strengthen old friendships (social fabric) and ensure to support the community’s needs. The Center
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is trying to attract the old and the young, the men as well as the women to create and establish an
informed generation of Silwani’s who are interested in their community and its future; know their basic
rights and responsibilities. (www.madaasilwan.org). Notwithstanding the center’s efforts, lately serious
concerns have risen about how Palestinian children are being treated by the police during arrest and
even more worrisome while being interrogated.

Child Arrest and Detention
The presence of extremist Israeli settler groups has created a tension in the neighborhood of Silwan.
This has led to constant confrontation and violent clashes. The Israeli soldiers, police and military forces
use the clashes as pretext to raid and terrorize Palestinian in the middle of the nights, pulling children
out of beds, often hooded, and literally dragged to the police stations to be interrogated in violent and
abusive manner. An investigation conducted by the Israeli B'Tselem5 organization shows that within one
year at least 81 Palestinian children from Silwan were arrested and maltreated by Israeli Special Forces6.
According to Defense Child International (DCI), arrests of Palestinian children in East Jerusalem have
increased markedly. It also reports that 80% of the children detained have been physical ill-treated
during arrest, 75% were interrogated in the absence of a parent, while 55% were threatened with
further violence.
The Association of Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) found that there were twice as many children arrested in
East Jerusalem in 2009 compared to the entire West Bank. A total of 1,267 Palestinian minors were
investigated on criminal charges for stone throwing according to police statistics, in East Jerusalem
alone.
In 2010 the UN documented 90 cases of “ill treatment” of Palestinian children in Israeli detention, of
which 75 had their hands tied behind their backs and were also blindfolded. Almost a third of the
children were under 15 years of age. Of the 90 detained, “62 children reported being beaten, 35
children reported position abuse and 16 children were kept in solitary confinement. In three cases,
children reported the use of electric shocks on their bodies. Particularly concerning was an increase in
documented cases of sexual violence.”
For Silwan, the Wadi Hilweh Information Center registered 322 cases of arrests, 189 of them were
minors in 2011 compared to 187 cases registered with the WHIC in 2012, of which 94 were minors. The
reduction of arrests could be seen as first signs that certain measures the community is taking
(protective presences etc) are showing first positive results, however there is also evidence that other
neighborhoods of East Jerusalem (i.e. Essawiye, A Tur etc) are more effected and Silwan is not the only
hot spot anymore. In addition, the days of house arrest for children and youth arrested increased during

5

http://www.btselem.org/publications/summaries/201012_caution_children_ahead

6

Online article by Dr. Elias Akleh for more info; http://www.countercurrents.org/akleh180912.htm.
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the last year. The youngest child registered with the Center was only six (6) years old. For more statistics
and statements regarding child arrest and detention in the oPt please see Annexes 1, 2 and 3.
Rights of Children
Israel is a signatory to the Convention of the Rights of the child since 1990 and ratified the convention in
1991. All signatories are obliged to take on their responsibilities and fulfill the requirements. One of
these is: pointing out countries that do not fulfill their shared responsibilities and reminding them of
their failure. These treaties relevantly provide that, in all actions concerning children, their best interests
shall be a primary consideration. A high number of the children who have been arrested and detained in
East Jerusalem by their own accord were not involved in any criminal activities while being arrested. But
even if they would have been, States have an obligation to ensure that children in conflict with the law
benefit from diversion and alternatives to the greatest extent possible, in the context of international
co-operation where necessary. For Palestinian children in East Jerusalem these rights and needs,
however seem not to be taken seriously or at worst negligible. Not only Israel but also the International
community and other signatories to the CRC seem to have neglected their obligation. See below a map
on impact of the conflict on Palestinian children shared by the UN.
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Methodology and Setting
The community of Silwan usually reports cases of child arrest and detention to the WHIC team. The
WHIC refers cases who express a wish for further psycho social follow up to staff of the psycho social
department of the Madaa Creative Center. Normally two staff visits families and their children during
home visits soon after their arrest and detention to perform assessment of well being and gather
information. Clients who are open for assistance are then referred for a follow up and psychological
support to either PCC and/or MSF Spain, with whom the Madaa Creative Center has an ongoing
cooperation (MOU) regarding psycho social support to community members.
During the first Quarter of 2012 detailed individual interviews were conducted with 30 children who
were arrested at the end of 2011 (15 children) and during the first Quarter of 2012 (15 children). Their
age ranged between seven (7) and seventeen (17) years. The children were visited in their homes. The
purpose of these home visits initially was to identify their needs (legal, material, schooling, physical,
etc.) and evaluate the mental health state of the child and parents to jointly decide (in the child’s best
interest) on possible further interventions and assistance.
In addition, semi-structured interviews took place which allowed us to ascertain the actual
circumstances during arrest, detention and interrogations. This information was compiled and analyzed
to produce this paper. Average time spend with each family during first contact was approximately two
hours. Children and parents were aware that their statements will in addition be used for academic and
advocacy purposes by the Center and agreement was secured.

Findings
The average household size of families visited was seven (7) persons and some of them were headed by
single women due to divorce, death, or imprisonment of male head of the family. The average age of the
children who have been interviewed for this report were 13.5 years old at the time of arrest. The 30
children interviewed have been arrested between 1 and 5 times or on average of 1.6 times per child. In
addition 90% of the children have had at least ONE other family member (nuclear family!) arrested.
In 90% of the cases the family and child respectively were not formally notified or summoned. This is
however a normal procedure and is done to ensure that the child as well as the family can prepare and
to reduce the possible stress on a child’s mental state. Only cases where a severe fear of flight of the
supposed criminal in question is expected, such measures should be taken into consideration. On top of
that, the same number of children had to undergo their initial investigation without the presence of
neither their parents and/or any other person of trust and or lawyer, which again is a violation of
Children Rights. The children have seen their lawyer depending on the length of stay (over 10 days) a
maximum of two times.
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Arrest & detention:
 90% of children arrested did not have their parents present during their initial investigation
 90% of the children had other family relatives arrested (Nuclear family)
 90% of families/children did not receive any formal summoned
 39% of the children were arrested during night time
 47% of parents paid fines to bailout children (from min 500NIS (100€)/ up to max of
18.000NIS (3.700€)).
 75% signed bailout papers in case the child rearrested or the child violates terms of house
arrest (min signed for 1000NIS (200€)/max signed 30.000NIS (6.200€)
 17% were moved by court order
 13% were offered to become collaborators or collaborate to be released
 83% of children/parents had to sign papers in Hebrew which they did not understand
Concerns during arrest and investigation:
 55% had their hands and legs cuffed, while 45% only their hands were cuffed
 3% were put in isolated confinement
 13% had to undergo a full body search
 63% were denied Food/Water/restroom
 77% of children were physically abused,
 87% were psychologically abused,
 83% were verbally abused, threatened and humiliated
Impact on the children
 27% needed medical follow up
 23% bedwetting
 80% nightmares/insomnia
 90% anxiety
 47% withdrawal
 27% weight loss
 40% drop in school performance
15

 40% increase in aggressivness
 3% dropped out of school due to arrest
As the table below indicates almost 40% of the children were arrested during night time (between 4 and
5am) which again should under Israeli Juvenile Law only happen in case of fear of flight of the person
accused of having committed an alleged serious criminal act.
Table 1:

Discussion of findings
Normally the children in East Jerusalem are arrested either by Undercover Forces (dressed in civilian
clothes), Border Police (in Green) Special Forces (in Black) and/or Intelligence Forces. Table 1 indicates
that 35% of children in Silwan have been arrested by the Undercover Forces (also known as mustarabin)
which are part of the Israeli Military, while the Special Forces, part of the Israeli Police have arrested
minors in 28% of the cases and 6% by the Israeli Intelligence. The Undercover Forces resembling random
Palestinians, sometimes even disguised as a Palestinian woman (cross-dressed). They try to deceive the
population to easier conduct arrests (see picture below). Moreover when arrests are made, their faces
are coved in black masks to hide their identity which makes it virtually impossible to file complaints in
case force was used. While stone-throwing, preparation or throwing of Molotov Cocktails are the most
common charge levied against them, the children in Silwan are regularly arrested indiscriminately and
remanded in detention with little or no evidence, with the courts often relying only on ‘security forces’
testimonies to convict.
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During arrest, 55% of the children had their hands and legs cuffed by the Security Forces. In 45% of cases
only the hands were cuffed (see also pictures). Again children should only be cuffed if there is a real
threat of violence towards self or others or a high risk of flight is perceived. The way the Palestinian
children are treated during arrest however is extremely violent and hardly ever necessary or justifiable.
For example 14% of the children reported to have been hooded after they were arrested. In these cases,
the shirts of the children were pulled over their heads unable to see what was happening around them
and lost orientation altogether; establishing a feeling of insecurity on all levels; physically, mentally,
sensorial per the objective.
As for the length of the arrest roughly 60% of
children were taken for interrogation for a day,
whereas the other 40% were kept in actual prison
between 24hours up to over a month without
charge. Not ONE single child who has been kept
in prison was entitled visitation by family
members or allowed phone privilege.
Some of the boys (3%) had to endure isolated
confinement. One of the boys, for example, was
taken to a prison close to Tel Aviv where he was
kept for 11 days straight in isolated confinement.
Isolated or solitary confinement of minors is
against the law. The family however does not
want to press charges fearing retribution. The
17

harmful nature of solitary confinement is well documented and established in adult population and it
does not take a stretch of imagination to deduce what harm it causes children. Children and Youth have
special developmental needs; the damage is even greater with them and places them at a higher risk of
psychological harm when subjected to isolation and sensory deprivation.
Literature7 suggests that solitary confinement can lead to intrusive obsessional thoughts as well as
aggressive ruminations. The children interviewed did state, although not having been necessarily in
solitary confinement, that having been arrested for no reason (most of them considered themselves
innocent of any criminal actions), lead them to fantasize how to take revenge.
With 40% of the children an increase and willingness to engage in aggressive behavior and belligerent
speech was noted by their parents. Adding, the children also felt extremely hopeless and disappointed
after the event.

One 17 year old teenager mentioned: “This experience showed me even more that we are not free. I do
not feel comfortable anymore leaving the house. I am now always scared that they could come to arrest
me. I know I am completely innocent. When they took me, I thought they have to release me at any
moment since I did not do anything. I am in school, I love learning and sports. I do not engage in violence.
But innocent or not, it did not matter, they still kept me and abused me. It seems the police can pick me
up whenever they want and accuse me of whatever they want.
Now I am worried about my future. With an open file innocent or not, I will not get a well manner paper
for an Israeli college and most likely will never be able to get a good job, since with a criminal record this
is not possible anymore”.

Internationally, the United Nations special Rapporteur on torture, Richard Falk, has called for a global
ban on the solitary confinement of juveniles (children under 18).
“Israel’s use of solitary confinement against children flagrantly violates international human rights
standards,” the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian
territories,
Richard
Falk,
said
in
a
press
release.
(see
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42527&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UF74fk5dmnA)
Other questionable measures used by the Security Forces included full body search of minors; 13% of
the children had to undergo this procedure. The children did not get any information as for why they
have to strip naked or the search had to include their private parts. Some parents and children assumed

7

Psychiatric Effects of Solitary Confinement by Stuart Grassian; 2006
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it was to be checked for drugs or weapons. It seems however this tactic was furthermore used to
intimidate, humiliate and scare these youngsters.

One 16 year old boy stated: At 3am this morning we were put in a car and were heading to the
Mascobieh. When entering the building, we had to handover our shoelaces, money and phone, etc. to
the security office. Then, we were stopped in front of a small room with a metal door. The officers took
first my brother into this small room. The door was left open, but I could not see him, but I was able to
hear what they were saying and see his shadow on the wall. He was asked to take off all his clothes. He
asked “Why?” And was told it’s not time to ask questions and he should take off his clothes immediately.
He refused and a huge guy entered the small room. I saw and heard him beating/hitting my brother.
However my brother still refused and the big guy would not tell him why he should undress till he finally
used an electric teaser and pressed it against my brother’s body several times. That was when he finally
started undressing himself. He had to sit on a special chair and was searched all over including his
private parts.

After leaving prison, 48% of the children were
released into house arrest. In 23% of the cases the
children were in an open house arrest. Open house
arrests means: not knowing when they can engage
again in work or school related activities and leave
their homes. A guardian is normally selected by the
court from one of the family members under whose
singed responsibility the child is released. This
guardian is made responsible to keep an eye on the
child in all hours. This effectively places another
family member in house arrest too—the child and
the court appointed caretaker. To put this in
perspective, 70% of children were in house arrest for
a month or slightly less. Moreover, a high
percentage of them were not permitted to attend
school. This fact resulted in children performing
poorly in school after they finally were allowed to
return (40%), some being asked to repeat a grade by
their teachers, which families at times could not
afford as a consequence the children dropped out of
school (3%).
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The matter of house arrest and its
consequences is an extremely complex one
and has not yet been analyzed in depth thus
far. However one can say that the system
works quite well for the Israeli State and Prison
Services. Children and their families are
punished not only by being arrested, paying
bail out and lawyer fees, but family members
are also made responsible for watching their
children 24hrs, which puts a lot of economic
and psychological pressure on these families
and the social fabric as whole. The goal, we can
assume, is to frustrate, terrorize and bankrupt
the families. In case of a conviction, the time
spent in house arrest by the minor is normally
not taken into consideration when airing the
final prison sentence.
Other questionable tactic’s used according to the interviewees: threats and humiliation during
detention:
 63% of children were denied food, water and the use of a restroom during their interrogation period
 Sleep deprivation techniques are used on those staying in jail overnight; “the prison guards open the
door at around 3 am, rush us out of bed and counted us8. Whenever we fell back asleep the guards
would knock loudly on the cell door and scream: Boys wake up, you better watch the rats!’
 When the boys refused to answer questions, they were threatened to be put on an electric chair
and/or subject to a lie detector test. The children also were threatened with statements like: ‘We
know that your father works in an Israeli hospital, if you don’t cooperate we will oblige your father to
quit his job and lose everything’.
 The cells where the Palestinian children were housed in were described as extremely dirty, wet,
smelled foul and the toilet in the cell was overflowing with human excrements.
 The children interviewed were detained during winter. The winter 2011/2012 was extremely cold.
The children were denied thick clothing; only were allowed to use a thin prison blanket. Air
conditions (AC) in the cells were switched on instead of heat on highest level. When prison guards
where asked to switch off the ACs they were denied.

8

Normally 4-6 boys are jailed in a cell.
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Further concerns raised by the children: physical, psychological and verbal abuse on a regular
basis during arrest and especially during interrogation processes.

1. Physical abuse: 77% of the children complained about physical abuse during arrest and
interrogations

14 yrs old: They made me layback on the floor with my hands tied
tightly behind my back. Masoud (nickname of investigator) put a
chair on my chins and sat on it. He then said, “Talk and admit what
you and the others did!” I was crying.
13 yrs old: When they took me out of the car, one of the police
men punched me in my belly. It hurt a lot. I felt like puking.
16 yrs old: They wanted to undress and search me. I refused. They
took out an electric shock gadget and pressed it against my body
several times till I gave in and took my clothes off.
13 yrs: I was given four times tablets after I was beaten and before
a court hearing. I was told its painkillers. One time an officer put a spray on my cheek where my face
was cratched to stop the blood.
2. Psychological abuse: 87% of the children complained about psychological abuse during arrest and
interrogations

14 yrs old: I was deprived of food for days. One day they gave me a
huge plate and I started eating since I was very hungry. When the
investigators saw me, they were laughing saying: “We have a
hungry one here and took the plate from me without me being able
to finish.”
8yrs old: When I asked to see a restroom they told me to pee in my
pants.
16yrs old: They made me look at my father waiting outside through
a surveillance camera saying: We know your father is unemployed
and has no money. Why don’t you confess and make his life much
easier.
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3. Humiliation and threats: 83% of the children reported being humiliated and threatened either
during arrest and/or interrogations

14yrs old: The investigator held up a knife next to my cheeks
and said that it is very easy to cut all kind of things with this
knife, not only paper. I was told if I do not confess they will put
me on an electric chair.
14yrs old: Do you know why we call this investigation room
room #4? That is because when we are finished with you, you
Arabs crawl out of here like babies on your fours.
15yrs old: The interrogator asked me “Is it day or night out
there?”. I said, “It is day”. The officer, “So no stars – but guess
what, if you do not work with us, I will make you see the stars
during day time!”
10 yrs old: They told me that if I do not tell them who the boys
were in the pictures they will take me away from my family and
put me in a special home.

4. Verbal abuse: 83% of the children complained about verbal abuse during arrest and interrogations

Almost all the children reported being verbally abused: You
are stupid, useless, a donkey, a dog etc.
The officers also focus the cursing on the female family
members (mothers and sisters): i.e. son of a bitch, your
mother is a whore etc. In addition the Prophet Mohammed is
also subject cursing.

22

Impact

Impact on the children and
youth
In general a stressful event can be
described as a situation when we feel
our lives and/or our health is
threatened. This also includes threats
towards our sense of identity and
dignity, and adversely challenges our
ability to cope. Inline with this
definition, the community of Silwan
experience stressful events on a
regular basis. On top of that, most
families live in abject poverty,
crowded and poor environment. The
social fabric of the community, which
once was the cornerstone of the Palestinian resistance, is weakening under widespread atmosphere of
suspicion of neighbors and friends as collaborators. Some of the youngest are turning to maladaptive
behaviors having no reason to hope that their situation will ever change for the better as discrimination
and disposition mount against them by the occupying power.
Vivi Stavrou has done research in a South African setting with regard to experiences of criminal and
political violence. She found, that: ‘Research done with victims of violence shows that 60-80% (or more)
of people exposed to violent situations, whether directly or indirectly, suffer from symptoms of Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder. ‘She continues: Children are psychologically more at risk than adults through
violent experiences. Follow-up studies of disasters found 80% of children had symptoms of Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder one to two years later, compared with 30% of adults. Children's potential for
long-term recovery without the support of a significant adult and/or the relevant treatment, is markedly
less than that of an adult. Their conceptual and emotional inability to properly understand the violent
event, and to have some measure of control over their environment, can be factors which mitigate
against a swift recovery9. ‘Research has shown that just living in a society where the media is filled with
images of violence and messages of doom and destruction can result in people experiencing symptoms
of Post Traumatic Stress let alone a situation like Silwan.

9

Psychological Effects of Criminal and Political Violence on Children by Vivi Stavrou; In The Child Care Worker, Vol.
11, No. 7, July (pp.3-5) & No. 8, August 1993 (pp.7-9)
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 23% of parents mentioned that their children started bedwetting after the arrest
 80% of children complained about nightmares and/or insomnia
 90% of children suffered from anxiety attacks
Some parents also articulated that their son’s were not able to sleep alone in their beds but shared
rooms or beds with other family members. On top of that some children were only able to fall asleep if
at all with light on during the night, which made them feel safer. As for anxiety attacks, many of the boys
were easily irritated and scared when e.g. people entered the room without knocking, window curtains
would move, etc.; some would check the entrance door many times at night to ensure it was locked as
well as all windows, etc.
 47% of the parents reported withdrawal
 27% of the parents reported weight loss
 40% drop in school performance
 3% school dropped out due to arrest
Other concerns shared were the children experienced weight loss, almost half of them (47%) display
withdrawing behavior, reluctance to engage in any social interaction. Mothers were saying: ‘My child
does not behave like a child anymore and does not want to play. It seems over night they became men.’
A drop in school performance as well as school drop out were another huge problems discussed during
the home visits. It almost seems, that these arrests and the subsequent house arrest are part of a
master plan by the Israeli government in trying to ensure that the future of the Palestinian population
will be uneducated, demoralized and broken therefore available and good for only low wage jobs, easier
to suppress and control.
Children loose interest in education and rather focus all their attention, energy and time in following
police and settler movement in their neighborhood and engage in confrontations.
 40% increase in aggressiveness
The parents reported that (40%), when returning home after their ordeal, the children displayed
aggressive behaviors outside and inside the family setting. Some of the mothers mentioned that their
son’s been more prone to beating up their siblings or engage in fighting with peers. Also parents said
due to the ‘stubborn’ nature of their son’s they themselves react more aggressively towards their
children – verbally but also physically. Some did state, that they would like to get support in anger
management and help to better control themselves. Some of the children expressed their wishes and
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fantasies of seeking revenge for their suffering during interrogation and have fantasies on how they
would return the favor (beat them) and hit them with stones.

Impact on the Family and the community:
Many issues were discussed with the children and their families during our home visits. In 99% of the
cases, female family members (mothers and grandmothers) were present during the interview to
support the child in question and provide additional information on the family. Through these additional
probing, we learned that the overwhelming majority of families grapple with many more challenges in
addition to their current crises; e.g. imprisonment of other family members, pending demolition orders,
financial problems due to unemployment, lack of living space, Identity card issues thus problems with
accessing health insurance as a consequence, internal family problems due to the constant external
pressure, high rate of school dropout of mainly male children, just to mention a few.
Primarily, these events have a devastating impact on the children’s mental and psychological as well as
physical health at the onset. The way in which the mental and psychological conditions manifest and
degree of severity of the symptoms mostly depends on:
the age of the child,
the type of abuse subjected to, and
the ability of the family and the community to provide adequate support after being released.
Secondarily, these actions do not just impact the children alone. Often the parents feel helpless and
vulnerable. For example, some fathers mentioned to having felt deeply sorry of not having been able to
better protect their children. Parents feel lonely and lost as most families deal with the issue without
any professional legal and/or psychological support. During our home visits the common sentiment
expressed by most with regard to the Israeli Justice system could be summed up with this: “where
should we turn to when the person to complain to is our enemy?”, as stated by a victim’s mother. During
the visit almost all families reported general health complains and attribute the unhealthy state to the
stressful living situation. The health complains ranged from hypertension, asthma, migraine, loss of
energy and signs and symptoms of depression, and other mental disorders to sleeping disorders,
constant neck pain and different forms of cancers. Moreover, many parents fear that their children are
engaging in abusing drugs to cope with the situation.
We also noticed that female children are married off at an early age. Girls usually are promised at 16
years old. Although this could be attributed to cultural reasons (arranged marriage), many argue the
resurgences of early marriage is linked to economic and physical security. The proponent of the latter
point to the fact that families feel overwhelmed, not able to provide a safe home and future prospect
due to the compounded factors discussed. Thus early marriage could be seen as to offer a solution, i.e.,
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when their girls marry and move out, they are taken care of by the husband and for her family one
mouth less to be fed.
The injustices enumerated in the opening section, such as the property confiscations, house
demolitions, evictions and stripping of residency permit (Jerusalem IDs), etc. have had devastating
effect in all aspects of the Palestinians lives. These tactics, however devastating, did not achieve the
intended goal as of yet it seems which looks like is to drive out the Palestinians from areas deem ‘must
have’ by the Israeli government and ideological settlers. The sudden spike in child arrest over the last
few years seems to signal a shift in tactic and urgency to catalyze and reach the end goal sooner. The
method of focusing ‘breaking’ techniques on future generation to exert controlling power on the older
and the succeeding generation, as well as the children themselves, is not a new idea; it had been tried
and used in the past to gain complete control over others10. The impacts of these earlier attempts are
still causing great harm and disparity in humanity. The practice of wide spread child arrest in East
Jerusalem will have far reaching consequences, if left unopposed and stopped, for both, Palestinians and
Israelis alike.
Many in East Jerusalem and other West Bank area argue that the purpose of child arrest and detention
is threefold. First, targeting the youngest and most vulnerable is intended to exert pressure on their
family and the entire community to put an end to all social mobilization. Second, Israeli soldiers and
police often arrest children for recruitment purposes. Addameer has collected testimonies suggesting
that children from East Jerusalem and Wall and settlement-affected communities are routinely asked to
become informants and provide information on both prominent figures involved in advocacy efforts and
other children participating in demonstrations and/or confrontations. Lastly, arrest is also used as a
strategy to deter children from participating in demonstrations and from throwing stones at the Wall or
other targets. However, while stone-throwing is the most common charge used against them, children
in high-conflict areas are regularly arrested indiscriminately and remanded in detention with little or no
evidence, with the military court (in the WB) and the Magistrate Court (East Jerusalem) often relying
only on soldiers’ and Polices testimonies to convict.
Other effects:
 Financial impact: 47% of the parents paid fines and fees to get their children released
The parents and family members paid a minimum of 500NIS (100€) up to a maximum of 18.000NIS
(3.700€) for their children to be able to leave the police station.

10

Willie Lynch letter: The Making of a Slave:
http://www.finalcall.com/artman/publish/Perspectives_1/Willie_Lynch_letter_The_Making_of_a_Slave.shtml
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75% signed bail out papers in case their child gets re-arrested or violates house arrest

The parents and family members signed bail out papers which stated a minimum of 1000NIS (200€) and
up to a max of 30.000NIS (6.200€) to be paid in case of a violation of the agreement.
Not to mentioned the legal costs to retain lawyers for their children, loss in income (productive days
missed from work) to follow up on court proceedings and to look after the children in case of house
arrest, cost of transport to and from court, jail, etc. All in all the families incur massive expenses.
Some families from Silwan retain three lawyers at once – one attending to their children, one for house
demolition and/or eviction orders and another one to help with securing insurance, reunification with
family members from the WB, Gaza Strip, and other Jerusalem ID matters. To finance these services
most families go in to debt. The time, the emotional and the financial burdens caused by the child arrest
and the other issues enumerated, for most families has proven insurmountable leading to divorces,
abandonments, and fracturing of the family unit and community.

 Social and health impact: 17% were moved by court order
During the period of the house arrest, the children often do not live with their nuclear family; but with
relatives - grandparents, uncles and aunts, etc. Most of them were in full house arrest, which means
they were not allowed to engage in schooling, earning, or leave the designated house. This relocation
does not only put pressure on the family
who receives the child (i.e. space, and
24h observation requirement) but
separates children from their mothers,
fathers and siblings, i.e. their known
environment during the most vulnerable
moment in their young lives; and can
lead to even more insecurity as a
consequence.
At the end of the children’s
interrogation, 13% of children were
asked by the investigators to become
collaborators, which mean to pass on
information to the police. In return they
were offered some benefits and favors,
e.g. a promise that all charges against the
child will be dropped, etc.
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Being considered or perceived as a collaborator within the community in short is appalling. Being a
collaborator means being a traitor and the community takes repercussion actions on families who are
believed to have collaborated with Israeli authorities. The actions range from social isolation, taunting,
and ridiculing up to physical violence. Fear of being labeled collaborators, most family make it known
publicly what has happened to them and their children. This is a sort of a preemptive measure to clear
their family name and reduce suspicion. From a psychosocial perspective, this action also serves as
means to vent their anger and share their story constrictively. At the same time children who had
undergone the difficult experience of having been arrested, interrogated and have an open police file,
are regarded or portrayed by their families and community as martyrs. Within this the family tries to
strengthen, console and support the minor. The drawback to this approach however, may prompt other
children to engage in violent behavior wanting to command the same respect, adulation and attention
from their families, peers and community.

Response
The Madaa Creative Center undertakes home visits to the families subjected to child arrest and other
violations. The center offers psychosocial activities to the community and is part of a network of
organizations that provides therapy and other supportive services to the target group (also long term
therapy where needed). The term psychosocial first of all is used to indicate the commitment to a nonmedical approach, i.e. cognitive based approach. In case of need for psychiatric attention, a mental
health specialist is involved and the child and/or family member is referred.
Not only psycho social interventions however are part of the response, but also legal advice. A small
legal unit within the Center is trying to follow up and support cases in court together with lawyers hired.
Last but not least the center combines the efforts mentioned above with a continuous effort in advocacy
activities reaching from outreaches, campaigns, online articles, alternative tours for visitors to exchange
with solidarity groups abroad to mention a few.

An update on the children interviewed for this paper
Six months after the intial contact with the 30 children and their families we saw on several occasions,
we had been monitoring for new development. The following information reflect these developments:
 One 15 year old boy was accused of having had violated his house arrest. He was sentenced to
prison time for at least on of the cases/files currently in court. The time frame the boy will have
to stay in prison is still unclear. The 7 months he spent already in house arrest however will not
be taken into consideration for his final sentence. He is still in open house arrest and lost already
one year of education.
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 Further six boys are confirmed to still have open files, i.e. ongoing court hearings.
 Three boys were verbally told that their cases are closed without any sentencing
 Two families were not reached at the completion of this report
 While the rest of the minors have not heard anything since the beginning of 2012. However the
parents have never received any verbal or written notice as to the finial decision of the courts or
the police.

Way forward
Way forward on a local level
There are similar patterns in the South African Apartheid struggle to the Palestinian experience: limited
or no citizenship rights, segregation, arbitrary detentions, collective punishment, and other injustices
based on race and religion are taking place. Key for the center and the community of Silwan will be;
to continue to learn from other peaceful resistance movements;
ensure to promote activities which challenge fragmentation, seperation and mistrust, to join
and allow Palestinians to speak again with ONE voice;
be empowered and guarantee Human Rigths are met (on both sides - by Israel and the
Palestinian representatives) and equality is ensured;
Peaceful resistance: The community of Silwan is determinded to continue with non violent resistance
activities, like tours, information sharing, events and campaigns, outreaches, edcuation and more to
create awareness locally and internationally.
A focus is also to work with children and youth willing to engage in violent activities and offer them
alternative options to release their frustrations and ensure they are safe and sound.
Unity: Since the policies of the occupying power is to disconnect, fragment, separate and segregate the
population; the oragnisation is activley trying to work against these policies and trend and set actions in
place which allow for the community to re-connect and challenge the seperation (i.e. hold joint
workshops between Palestinians from EJ and the WB, organize social media campaigns to include sisters
and brothers from Gaza etc).
Palestinians organisations and civil movements are encouraged to come together overcome their
mistrust and focus on joined action.
The organisation wants to ensure isolation of the weakest in society (women and children) is reduced
and stopped and to allow them to be equal partners in a community decision making process.
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Accountabiltiy and awareness: Educational activities for the community encourage the learners how to
hold perpetrators of criminal acts and/or HR abusers accountable (awareness on the laws) – on both
sides – the State of Israel as well as the Palestinian Representatives.
Psycho Hygiene: The community center wants to ensure that support services (psychological, legal and
social) for the Palestinian community are made available to strengthen the community and reduce
tensions and also violence within the Palestinian social fabric.
Advocacy and Networking: Through planned and organized media campaigns and events more
International pressure is built to ensure Human Rights committed against Palestinian minors will end.

Way forward on an international level
The International Community so far has decided to ignore the fact that injustice is being done to the
Palestinians people over decades.
Signatories and conventions: It is time to ensure that signatories to the various conventions (i.e. CRC)
take their roles seriously and make perpetrators of violations responsible for their actions.
Observers: The positioning of independent international observers could help to ensure perpetrators
are held accountable.
Solidarity Movements: A stronger joined involvement and coordination of the various actions taken by
solidarity movements should be encouraged.
Israeli Peace Movements: They have a duty to create awareness on the costs of the occupation by Israel
for both sides (Israelis and Palestinians). Information gathered should be aggressively used for advocacy
and awareness campaigns to educate the Israeli public.
Diaspora: Let Palestinian in the diaspora and refugees alike speak with ONE voice and coordinate a
popular struggle with the Palestinians at HOME.

Conclusion
The illegal settlement clusters in the heart of the Palestinian population in Silwan and other
neighborhoods create tension and has been leading to a reality of constant confrontation between the
two populations. These under international law, illegal settlements, need to be removed immediatly, if
one wants to reduce confrontations. The protracted occupation by Israel over the Palestinian territories
has taken its toll on the population on both sides (Palestinians and Israelis).
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The living situation in Silwan is marked by feelings of insecurity, fear and anxiety, hopelessness and
belligerence. The exposure to the harsh circumstances has generated mistrust between the Silwani’s,
isolated them from each other and resulted in a willingness to engage in aggressive behavior and a
“nothing to lose” attitude toward themselves and against the occupying power.
The throwing of stones by Palestinian minors and settlers in Silwan has been widespread and has
intensified over the past year. In a normal situation or anywhere in the world, the police are required to
deal with the confrontations in the neighborhood evenly and justly.
Unfortunately, in Silwan only Palestinians, especially minor get the blame and are in many cases treated
against all laws - international and Israeli laws. As this paper demonstrated, the police’s and military’s
conduct toward Palestinian minors in Silwan is questionable. The majority of children arrested are kept
for hours to days without charges and only few are indicted. This leads the WHIC and many other
human rights organizations to believe that the arrests, mostly, are not made based on evidence but for
information-gathering purposes and mainly as a method of intimidation.
Our findings concurs with other similar studies in that there are serious indicators on the deterioration
of the child’s psychological well-being following arrest - if even the arrest was only for a few hours. The
children manifest fear, nightmares, insomnia, drop in school performance, disturbing behavioral
practices and more. For East Jerusalem’s children, exceptions of the law, rather than the law itself, are
practiced. This is clear in the way children are arrested, handcuffed, blindfolded and detained for long
hours. The Convention of the rights of the child (CRC) does not allow such practices, except under very
specific circumstances. The best interest of the child should be the focus at all times, even if the child
was proven to be guilty.
Silwani’s are criminalized as a whole group by the Israeli State and collectively punished as a
consequence. It seems, that the end result of these policies and actions are tailored to on one hand
increase the willingness to violence of minors in the mentioned area and on the other hand push in the
long run Palestinians from East Jerusalem and Silwan out of Jerusalem and set in motion a silent transfer
of the Palestinians to ensure a Jewish majority in the near future.
As much as the Palestinians need to work on their inner palestinian challenges i.e. unity, respecting
human rights, corruption etc. also the international community has a responsibility to react to violations
commited by the State of Israel against children rights. Rigths of Palestinian children are being neglected
and therefore more needs to be done then focusing exclusively on the need for security for Israel. Both,
Palestinian and Israelis alike deserve to feel safe and secure, be treated with respect and live self
determined.
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Annexes

Annex 1:
UN Committee on Israeli practices concerned about treatment of Palestinian children in detention
CAIRO / GENEVA (20 July 2012) – The UN Special Committee* on Israeli Practices in the Occupied
Territories expressed serious concern about the treatment of Palestinian children in detention by Israeli
security forces, and warned that a pattern of detaining and mistreating children “links to broader,
longstanding
concerns
regarding
Israel
detention
of
Palestinians
generally.”
“Witnesses informed the Committee that mistreatment of Palestinian children starts from the moment
of detention,” said Ambassador Palitha T.B. Kohona, Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka to the UN in
New York, and Chairperson of the Committee, at the end of a fact-finding visit to Amman, Cairo and the
Gaza
Strip.
“Large numbers are routinely detained. Children’s homes are surrounded by Israeli soldiers late at night,
sound grenades are fired into the houses, doors are broken down, live shots are often fired; no warrant
is presented,” he noted. “Children are tightly bound, blindfolded and forced into the backs of military
vehicles.”
Ambassador Kohona explained that parents are not allowed to accompany the detainees, and that
family members are insulted, intimidated and at times physically assaulted. According to witnesses, the
detention and transfer of children can last for hours, and can often include stops in Israeli settlements,
Israeli
checkpoints
and
police
or
military
bases.
“Children are not informed of their rights, including their right to legal representation and to not
incriminate themselves,” he warned. In 63% of cases involving Palestinian children, according to
testimony received, Israeli officials attempt to pressure them into becoming informants. “The
Committee’s view is that this is an unacceptable practice, one that Israel must end immediately.”
“Reports of the interrogation of Palestinian children are of utmost concern to the Committee, as well as
conditions of detention generally,” Ambassador Kohona stressed. “Palestinian children in detention are
often denied family visits, denied access to legal representation, held in cells with adults, denied access
to education, and -even at the age of 12- tried in Israeli military courts.”
“We were dismayed to hear that Israel continues its practice of sentencing children to prison, or to
house arrest in homes other than their own families, in effect exiling them from their families,” he said.
The Committee was informed by witnesses that there were 192 children in detention, 39 were under
the
age
of
16.
The Committee was also shocked to learn that Israel puts Palestinian children in solitary confinement.
“According to testimony received, Israel uses solitary confinement against 12% of Palestinian child
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detainees,” Ambassador Kohona noted. “This is especially troubling when one considers that Israel
arrests
about
500
to
700
Palestinian
children
every
year.”
In its preliminary observations, the UN Special Committee drew attention to two further areas of
immediate concern in the West bank, including East Jerusalem: the Israeli practice of demolishing
Palestinian homes, and violence by Israeli settlers against Palestinians. The experts also assessed the
economic
impact
of
the
Israeli
blockade
on
the
Gaza
Strip.
“These Israeli practices lead the Special Committee to one over-arching and deeply troubling
conclusion,” Ambassador Kohona underscored. “The mass imprisonment of Palestinians; the routine
demolition of homes and the displacement of Palestinians; the widespread violence by Israeli settlers
against Palestinians; and the blockade and resultant reliance on illegal smuggling to survive; these
practices amount to a strategy to either force the Palestinian people off their land or so severely
marginalize them as to establish and maintain a system of permanent oppression.”
The Special Committee will present a mission report to the UN General Assembly next November, with
its observations and recommendations to improve the human rights situation for those whose lives are
affected by occupation.

(*) The Special Committee is composed of three Member States: Sri Lanka (Chairman), Malaysia and
Senegal. This year the Member States are represented by: Ambassador Palitha T.B. Kohona, Permanent
Representative of Sri Lanka to the UN in New York; Ambassador Dato Hussein Hannif, Permanent
Representative of Malaysia to the UN in New York; and Ambassador Fodé Seck, Minister Counsellor of
the
Permanent
Mission
of
Senegal
to
the
UN
in
Geneva.
(See attached file: 2012_07_19_UN SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ISRAELI PRACTICES_Press statement.doc)
ENDS
The UN Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories was established by the UN General Assembly in
December 1968 to examine the human rights situation in the occupied Syrian Arab Golan, the West Bank
-including
East
Jerusalem
and
the
Gaza
Strip.
OHCHR Country Page – Occupied Palestinian Territories:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/countries/MENARegion/Pages/PSIndex.aspx
OHCHR Country Page – Israel: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/MENARegion/Pages/ILIndex.aspx

For more information and media requests, please contact Kevin Turner (+41 79 509 0557 /
kturner@ohchr.org) or Chenie Yoon (+41 22 928 9134 / cyoon@ohchr.org) or write to sropt@ohchr.org
For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts: Xabier Celaya, UN Human Rights – Media
Unit (+ 41 22 917 9383 / xcelaya@ohchr.org)
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UN Human Rights, follow us on social media:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unitednationshumanrights
Twitter: http://twitter.com/UNrightswire
Google+ gplus.to/unitednationshumanrights
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/UNOHCHR
Check the Universal Human Rights Index: http://uhri.ohchr.org/en

Annex 2:
Children in solitary confinement: “Israel’s pattern of abuse is inhumane, cruel, degrading and unlawful” – UN
expert
GENEVA (20 July 2012) – United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied
Palestinian territories, Richard Falk, condemned Israel’s use of solitary confinement against Palestinian children, as
reported earlier by the UN Special Committee on Israeli practices in the Occupied Territories. He urged the Israeli
Government to treat Palestinian children detainees in accordance with international human rights laws.
“Israel’s use of solitary confinement against children flagrantly violates international human rights standards,” said
Mr. Falk, expressing his outrage that Israel even imposes solitary confinement punitively on child hunger strikers.
“However, using solitary confinement as a punishment for Palestinian children who wish to peacefully protest their
situation, including by commencing a hunger strike against conditions of detention, is an appalling abuse of child
prisoners.”
“This pattern of abuse by Israel is grave,” the Special Rapporteur stressed. “It is inhumane, cruel, degrading, and
unlawful, and, most worryingly, it is likely to adversely affect the mental and physical health of underage
detainees.”
Last month, a 15-year-old Palestinian boy named Khaled was placed for five days in solitary confinement because
he started a hunger strike. In another case, a 16-year-old boy was placed in solitary confinement for seven days as
a punishment for hanging a Palestinian flag in their cell. Another 16-year-old boy spent 12 days in solitary
confinement
during
the
interrogation
at
Al
Jalame
interrogation
center.
“I again condemn Israel’s harsh arrest operations and procedures, during which Palestinian children are tightly
bound and blindfolded,” the independent expert said, recalling his latest report* to the Human Rights Council.
“Prison conditions are often deplorable, requiring children to sleep on the floor or on a concrete bed in a
windowless
cell.”
The Special Rapporteur also warned that “Palestinian children, especially from Gaza, are also denied visits by and
access to their parents and lawyers. This isolates and intimidates the children and exposes them to ill-treatment
during
interrogation.”
Mr. Falk appealed to the Government of Israel to take urgent steps to bring their treatment of Palestinian children
detainees into line with international human rights laws, in particular the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
“An important step in the right direction would be to respect their rights and uphold their dignity,” he said. “This
includes when they wish to protest their situation nonviolently, as by recourse to a hunger strike.”
The Special Rapporteur noted that, in 53 cases reported since 2008 by the NGO Defence for Children International,
Palestinian children aged between 15 and 17 have been held in solitary confinement for periods ranging from 1 to
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(*) Check the Special Rapporteur’s 2012 report:

days.

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session20/A-HRC-20-32_en.pdf
ENDS
In 2008, the UN Human Rights Council designated Richard Falk (United States of America) as the fifth Special
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Annex 3:
This is the report of the United Nations Secretary-General on Israeli practices affecting the human rights of
Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem (Oct 2012). The report is available
online at http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/67/372.

Annex 4:
Children in Military Custody, 2012; A report written by a delegation of British lawyers on the treatment of
Palestinian children under Israeli military law which critically discusses military law and the way it is applied in the
oPt and reflects and presents Israeli practices regarding child detention and offers various recommendation at the
end.
(http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/wpcontent/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf)
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