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Introduction
In 2010, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Heads of State of Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam signed the “Hanoi Declaration on
the Enhancement of Welfare and Development of
ASEAN Women and Children” which created the
venue for children’s voice to be heard through the
ASEAN Children’s Forum (ACF). This is one of
the major developments in civil society’s and
children’s quest for children’s right to
participation be honoured and respected within
the Southeast Asian region.
Even before ACF was created, children and adult
advocates for children’s rights have been opening spaces for children
at the community, national and regional levels to voice out their perspectives
and recommendations on issues that affect them. Anchored on the Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC), advocacy efforts of children’s organizations
and networks of non-government and governmental agencies to institutionalize
child participation at all levels in Southeast Asia is continuously gaining new ground.
The other important development is the establishment of the ASEAN Human Rights
mechanism, namely the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights
(AICHR) in 2009 and the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection
of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) in 2010. These two institutions
have laid institutional framework in ASEAN to promote and protect human rights,
especially the rights of children in respect to the specific role of the ACWC.
This material is intended for children and young people as well as adult child rights
advocates. It is hoped that this material will help them understand ASEAN and
encourage them to come up with ideas how children can be involved in its work to
promote and protect children’s rights. This document which is based on available
documents has two parts: (1) Introduction to ASEAN and (2) Introduction to Child
Participation. In both discussions, concrete examples of spaces and activities that
children have tried out before and those that can be explored in the future have
been highlighted. Each country has different experiences and does have diverse
circumstances that facilitate or inhibit children’s participation. This material hopes
that some of the documented experiences can inspire children’s organizations to
find their own creative and meaningful ways to participate in society.
This reference material is a product of collaboration involving various organizations,
namely FORUM-ASIA and the Child Rights Coalition – Asia. Terres De Hommes
Germany provided generous support for the success of this project.
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Some Words & Names
to Remember
Here is a short list of words and names that we need to understand as we begin
reading this reference material. They will guide you in understanding the
information we will be sharing with you. There are more words and names that
we will introduce to you along the way. For now, this is where we should start.

Children and Youth
You are a child if you are below 18 years old. That is the globally accepted definition.
Some older children, usually those 13 years old up, feel strongly about being called
a child so they would rather be called “youth or young person.” The term youth or
young person is usually used by organizations to mean those 15 years old and above
(usually up to 24-30 even 35 years old). For the purpose of this document we will
be using children, youth and young person interchangeably, bearing in mind that
our focus will be on those like you who are below 18 years old.
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United Nations
This is an organization of 192 countries. It is a special body where government
leaders of different countries talk, negotiate and coordinate with each other. The
United Nations officially came into existence on October 24, 1945. What does it
do? Here is what the official UN website (www.un.org) say about its 4 main purposes:
• To keep peace throughout the world.
• To develop friendly relations among nations.
• To help nations work together to improve the lives of poor people, to conquer
hunger, disease and illiteracy and to encourage respect for each other’s rights
and freedom.
• To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations to achieve these goals.

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
This is also an organization of countries specific to the Southeast Asian region. There
are ten member countries: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic (Lao PDR), Malysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singaapore, Thailand,
Vietnam. These countries are also members of the United Nations. A whole section
is devoted in this material to discuss more information about ASEAN.

Human Rights
“... are basic rights and freedoms that all people are entitled to regardless of
nationality, sex, national or ethnic origin, race, religion, language, or other
status. Human rights include civil and political rights, such as the right to life,
liberty and freedom of expression; and social, cultural and economic rights
including the right to participate in culture, the right to food, and the right to
work and receive an education. Human rights are protected and upheld by
international and national laws and treaties. The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) is the foundation of the international system of protection
for human rights. It was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on
December 10th, 1948.” (AMNESTY International, www.amnesty.org)
In simple words, human rights refer to everything that ALL persons are entitled
to have, whatever their nationality and whether they are young or old, rich or
poor. Some examples of human rights are the right of people to have a name, to
be educated and to play.
Human rights can also be treated as a guide to how people should be treated and
tell us what people need in order to live well. It can also be looked at as a set of
rules that guide governments and its citizens on how best to live together and
protect each other from being hurt.
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Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
“is the first legally binding international instrument to incorporate the full range
of human rights—civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights. In 1989,
world leaders decided that children needed a special convention just for them
because people under 18 years old often need special care and protection
that adults do not. The leaders also wanted to make sure that the world
recognized that children have human rights too.” (UNICEF)
This is a legal document that lists the human rights of children that member
countries of ASEAN and other countries around the world have agreed to and
swore to respect in all communities that they govern. Quoted in full, the UNICEF
website (www.unicef.org) grouped children’s rights in the following categories:
• SURVIVAL AND DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS - These are rights to the resources,
skills and contributions necessary for the survival and full development of the
child. They include rights to adequate food, shelter, clean water, formal education,
primary health care, leisure and recreation, cultural activities and information
about their rights. These rights require not only the existence of the means to
fulfil the rights but also access to them. Specific articles address the needs of child
refugees, children with disabilities and children of minority or indigenous groups.
• PROTECTION RIGHTS - These rights include protection from all forms of child
abuse, neglect, exploitation and cruelty, including the right to special protection in
times of war and protection from abuse in the criminal justice system.
• PARTICIPATION RIGHTS - Children are entitled to the freedom to express
opinions and to have a say in matters affecting their social, economic, religious,
cultural and political life. Participation rights include the right to express opinions
and be heard, the right to information and freedom of association. Engaging
these rights as they mature helps children bring about the realization of all their
rights and prepares them for an active role in society.
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PART 1

8 Things You Need to
Know About ASEAN
1 What is ASEAN? 1
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations or ASEAN is a regional
inter-governmental organization composed of countries in Southeast Asia.
There are 10 member countries in this group which includes Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei Darussalam, Viet Nam, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Myanmar and Cambodia.
ASEAN has been established in August 8, 1967 through the signing of the
ASEAN Declaration, also known as the Bangkok Declaration which discusses
the reasons, purposes and ways to operate the organization.

2 Who are the members of ASEAN?
ASEAN was initiated by 5 countries. These are Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand. From 1984 to 1999, ASEAN membership expanded
to its current 10 member countries. Brunei Darussalam joined in January 8,
1984; followed by Viet Nam on July 28 1995; Lao PDR and Myanmar on July
23, 1997; and Cambodia on 30 April 1999.

6
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3 What are the aims & purposes of ASEAN?
Like any other group or club that binds people together, there are
aims and purposes for putting up ASEAN.
The ASEAN Emblem would probably offer the best overview of the
organization’s aspirations. The colors used here represent the vision
of a stable, peaceful, united and dynamic ASEAN. The colors blue, red,
white and yellow are also the main colours of the state crests of all the
ASEAN Member States.
The color blue represents peace and stability while red depicts courage and
dynamism. The color white shows purity while yellow symbolises prosperity.
“The stalks of padi in the centre of the Emblem represent the dream of
ASEAN’s Founding Fathers for an ASEAN comprising all the countries in
Southeast Asia, bound together in friendship and solidarity. The circle
represents the unity of ASEAN.” (ASEAN CHARTER)
The ASEAN Declaration in 1967 also broadly states that members of ASEAN
are joining forces in the spirit of friendship and cooperation.
Pursuing friendship with other nations was the strategic way to achieving
goals of progress and peace by member countries. During the time of
ASEAN’s creation, there were conflicts between some Southeast Asian
nations over specific interests. By becoming part of ASEAN, each member’s
primary motivation was to work in partnership with its neighbours. To do
this, countries need to establish good relations with the others and that
requires a working knowledge about each other. That is why activities to
foster understanding of each member country’s citizens, culture, heritage,
political systems, and economy are embedded in the ASEAN Charter. By
being part of the organization, conflicts between neighbouring countries have
additional opportunities to be resolved peacefully through dialogue between
members.
ASEAN countries are also committed to help each other progress and
alleviate poverty through political, security, economic, and socio-cultural
cooperation. More importantly, member states are also committed to respect
fundamental freedoms, the promotion and protection of human rights
including children’s rights, and the promotion of social justice.
Cooperation between countries is guided fundamentally by the ASEAN
Charter and also by relevant specific agreements or treaties which are signed
by heads of state such as each country’s President or Prime Minister. The
ASEAN Charter serves as the constitution and by-laws of this organization.
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“With the entry into force of the ASEAN Charter on 15 December 2008,
ASEAN has henceforth been operating under a new legal framework and has
established a number of new organs to boost its community-building process.
In effect, the ASEAN Charter has become a legally binding agreement among
the ten ASEAN Member States. It has also been registered with the Secretariat
of the United Nations, pursuant to Article 102, Paragraph 1 of the Charter of
the United Nations.” — (FACT SHEET: ASEAN CHARTER 2 nd Edition,
ASEAN Secretariat)

4 How does ASEAN operate?
A. The ASEAN Summit is the supreme policy-making body that is
composed of by Heads of State. They make the final decisions on key
issues of the organization. They meet at least twice annually and these
meetings are hosted by the country that holds the ASEAN Chairmanship.
The Chairmanship of ASEAN rotates annually, based on the alphabetical
order of the English names of member states. For example, if Brunei
Darussalam is the chair for this year, next year it will be Cambodia’s turn
unless the ASEAN Summit decides otherwise. In 2011, the ASEAN Chair
is supposed to be Brunei Darussalam following Vietnam in 2010.
However, Indonesia requested that it take the lead in 2011 instead of
2014 because the country will host other international meetings on 20132
and will hold its presidential elections on 2014.3 Brunei Darussalam agreed
to this request.
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B. The ASEAN Coordinating Council is
composed of Foreign Ministers of each country.
This body prepares the meetings of the ASEAN
Summit; coordinates the implementation of
agreements and decisions of the ASEAN Summit
and; coordinates with other relevant ASEAN
bodies. The coordinating council also meets twice
annually.
C. There are three ASEAN Community Councils:
(1) ASEAN Political-Security Community Council
(2) ASEAN Economic Community Council
(3) ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Council
Each of these community councils are composed of
“sectoral ministerial bodies” that focus on specific fields.
Each sectoral ministerial body covers specific fields of
interest where relevant discussions about specific issues
are made and related recommendations for action are
formulated. Example of sectors under the ASEAN
Political & Security Community Council are Defense,
Law, Transnational Crimes and Human Rights. These sectoral ministerial
bodies are represented by experts and government officials of each
country.
Aside from helping ensure the implementation of decisions made by the
ASEAN Summit, these ASEAN Community Councils are required to
coordinate the work of different sectoral bodies under their purview
and submit reports and recommendations to the Summit.
The ASEAN Community Councils are guided by their own blueprint
which is a document of specific objectives and action points that ASEAN
countries shall implement in each country and guide the work the
collaboration of member countries in the region.
D. The Secretary-General acts as the Chief Administrative Officer of
ASEAN. He or she oversees the daily operations of the ASEAN Secretariat.
The post is a 5-year non-renewable term appointed by the ASEAN Summit
and is selected among nationals of the ASEAN Member States based on
alphabetical rotation. For example, after former Secretary-General Ong
Keng Yong’s (Singapore) term ended in 2007, Dr. Suri Pitsuwan of Thailand
took over in January 1, 2008.
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E. ASEAN Permanent Representatives per country are appointed by
their respective governments. They comprise the Committee of
Permanent Representatives. All the Permanent Representatives are
based in Jakarta. They generally support the work of the three
Community Councils and other ASEAN Sectoral bodies. They coordinate
with ASEAN National Secretariats, Secretary-General of ASEAN and the
ASEAN Secretariat on all subjects related to their work. They also facilitate
cooperation with partners outside ASEAN.
F. Each country has an ASEAN National Secretariat that serves as the
focal point for information and coordination of everything related to the
country’s participation with ASEAN. A special office or department within
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of every country serves as the ASEAN
National Secretariat.
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5 Which ASEAN bodies deal with
children’s issues?
A. Under the ASEAN structure the issues of children are discussed within
the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Committee and particularly by two
sectoral ministerial bodies:
• ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Social Welfare and
Development (AMMSWD) is a gathering of ministers of each
country’s Ministry or Department of Social Welfare and Development
which meets once every three years. AMMSWD is being supported
by another gathering of top government officials also working on social
welfare and they are called Senior Officials Meeting on Social
Welfare and Development (SOMSWD);
• ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Youth (AMMY) a gathering
composed of ministers of Ministry or Department of Youth Affairs
or its equivalent in each country which meets once every two years.
This gathering is supported by high ranking government officials of
the same office and they are called Senior Officials Meeting on
Youth (SOMY).
Both of these sectoral ministerial bodies help to implement agreements
and decisions from the ASEAN Summit, and submit reports and
recommendations to their respective Community Councils. AMMSWD
deals with issues of children below 18 years old and AMMY deals with
youth 15 and beyond. Aside from coordinating efforts within ASEAN
on their areas of concern, meetings of both bodies produce documents
that speak of priorities and commitments moving forward. While
AMMSWD and AMMY only meet every two or three years, SOMSWD
and SOMY meet once a year.
B. The ASEAN Charter mandated the creation of an ASEAN human rights
body. This took the form of what is now called the ASEAN
Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights Commission
(AICHR) whose job is to promote and protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms of the peoples of ASEAN.4 Among other functions,
the AICHR shall help enhance public awareness of human rights among
the peoples of ASEAN through education, research and dissemination of
information. Member countries shall appoint a representative to this body
with a three-year term (renewable for one term). Here are some of the
other functions of AICHR:
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• To develop an ASEAN Human Rights Declaration that will serve as
the basis for human rights cooperation through various ASEAN
conventions and other ways to address issues on human rights.
• To encourage ASEAN Member States to consider acceding to and
ratifying international human rights instruments.
• To develop common approaches and positions on human rights
matters of interest to ASEAN.
• To prepare studies on thematic issues of human rights in ASEAN.
C. The ASEAN Commission for the Protection and Promotion of
the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) mandate is to
“promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms of the
women and children of ASEAN.”5 It was established in April 2010. Each
member state has two representatives (one for women’s sector and one
for children’s sector) in ACWC. This body shall champion children’s
rights in ASEAN which includes supporting and institutionalizing child
participation in the organization. ACWC shall be monitoring situation of
children in the region and provide assistance to member countries that
need help in resolving related issues and improving the children’s welfare.
Some of the other functions of ACWC include:
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• To promote studies and research related to the situation and wellbeing of women and children with the view to fostering effective
implementation of the rights of women and children in the region;
• To encourage ASEAN Member States to undertake periodic reviews
of national legislations, regulations, policies, and practices related to
the rights of women and children
• To facilitate sharing of experiences and good practices, including
thematic issues, between and among ASEAN Member States related
to the situation and well-being of women and children and to enhance
the effective implementation of Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) through, among others, exchange
of visits, seminars and conferences.
• To support the participation of ASEAN women and children in
dialogue and consultation processes in ASEAN related to the
promotion and protection of their rights.
D. The ASEAN Secretariat and the ASEAN
Foundation also conduct their own activities for
children. The ASEAN Secretariat holds creative and
cultural activities while the ASEAN Foundation
partners with NGOs and other networks in
engaging children and youth through
consultative workshops and conferences.
One example was the Southeast AsiaJapan NGO Conference held in
February 14-16, 2002 where issues
of deprived children in Southeast
Asia were discussed among
youth and other members of
civil society.6 This paved the
way for the creation of a
Southeast Asia-Japan NGO
Network and the development of a
regional plan of action to guide its
partnership. The ASEAN Secretariat is incharge of ensuring that the ASEAN
Children’s Forum (ACF) gets the
resources it requires. The ACF is a
gathering of children every two years to
share
their
perspectives
and
recommendations on diverse issues that
affect them.
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6 What are the relevant commitments of
ASEAN to children and youth?
All 10 member countries of ASEAN have ratified the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC). And because of this, all governments as well
as the ASEAN are expected to come up with agreements, policies and
programmes to make child rights a reality in Southeast Asia. In previous
years, ASEAN made commitments for children as well as youth as
partners in reaching their goals in the region.
A. Declaration of Principles to Strengthen ASEAN Collaboration on Youth
(1983) – Signed by Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand,
this document says that youth participation in development is recognized
by ASEAN governments.
B. Kuala Lumpur Agenda on ASEAN Youth Development (1997)- In this
document, ASEAN believes that governments should involve youth in
developing their policies and plans to address peace in Southeast Asia,

14
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economic progress and prosperity. The document proposes to countries
in ASEAN to develop the skills of youth to enable them to be strong
enough to face economic and social problems.
C. Yangon Declaration on Preparing ASEAN Youth for the Challenges
of Globalization (2000) – Signed by ASEAN Ministers responsible for
youth development in each country this declaration expressed ASEAN’S
commitment to providing opportunities that will prepare and empower
the region’s youth by developing their knowledge and skills that can help
develop their community and country. The declaration emphasized the
need to promote access to information and communication technologies
(ICT). The Yangon Declaration also mentioned the need for joint action
to address problems faced by young people such as HIV and AIDS and
drug addiction. It also recommended forging partnerships with NGOs,
the community and the private sector.
D. Declaration on the Commitments for Children in ASEAN (2001) –
Signed by Ministers of Social Welfare and Development this declaration
reaffirms ASEAN’s commitment in promoting the rights of the child and
uplifting the conditions of children. Some specific commitments made
were to:
• Protect, respect and recognise the rights of all children, including those
of indigenous people, consistent with the customs and traditions of
their respective communities.
• Recognise and encourage respect for children’s rights through mutual
sharing of information on the rights of the child by ASEAN members,
taking into account the different religious, cultural and social values of
different countries.
• Acknowledge that children with special needs should be granted
opportunities to enable them to take their proper place in society
and live as independently as possible.
• Create opportunities for children and young people to express their
views, advocate their rights and concerns, and participate in
community development.
•

Protect children from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect, trafficking
and exploitation while at home, in school and in the community.

E. Manila Declaration on Strengthening Participation in Sustainable
Youth Employment (2003) – Signed also by the ASEAN ministers
responsible for youth last September 4, 2003, this declaration seeks to
address unemployment and underemployment among youth of ASEAN
within the context of globalisation. It outlines strategies such as skills
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training, entrepreneurship, regional networking, inclusion and access of
all youth sub-sectors (out-of-school youth, youth-at-risk, etc.) in relevant
policies and programs. One of the commitments is to “Strengthen the
participation of youth volunteer groups and organisations in the socioeconomic development process so that they would be able to augment
and complement government and non-government resources and efforts
directed at youth development.”
F. Hanoi Declaration on the Enhancement of Welfare and Development
of ASEAN Women and Children (2010) – Signed by Heads of State on
October 28, 2010, this declaration strengthens ASEAN’s commitment
to ensure that women and children participate in and benefit fully from
the process of ASEAN integration and community building. It established
the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights
of Women and Children (ACWC) and the ASEAN Children’s Forum.
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7 What do the ASEAN BLUEPRINTS
say about children?
Each of these blueprints Socio-Cultural, Political-Security and Economic
contain a long-list of strategies and outputs. It was envisioned that when
these goals are accomplished they shall facilitate improvement in the
conditions of each country and at the same time shall strengthen ASEAN
identity and cooperation.
Issues regarding children and youth are discussed under the ASEAN SocioCultural Community which means that strategies for their survival,
development, protection and participation are outlined in the ASEAN SocioCultural Blueprint. Children are viewed as both beneficiaries and partners in
achieving goals for well-being. Here are some examples of strategies that
ASEAN wants to implement to address the rights of children:
• Implement programmes on child survival, development and protection
consistent with the Convention on the Rights of the Child;
• Incorporate a gender perspective into national and regional policies and
enhance the participation of women in programmes and projects;
• Promote and encourage participation of persons with disabilities in
decision-making and recognise their accomplishments;
• Develop and implement programme to assist children living under
disadvantaged and vulnerable conditions;
• Develop and support young people’s capacity for original ideas and action
in the area of culture and arts;
• Advocate policy makers to accelerate actions to increase accessibility to
sexual and reproductive health information and friendly health services,
and educate society especially parents and adolescent on reproductive
and sexual health education;
• Promote wider opportunities for cultural creativity among youth and all
sectors of the population, including the ethnic groups;
• Support youth volunteers undertaking emergency or humanitarian
missions by giving them recognition;
• Work towards the establishment of an ASEAN Youth Programme Fund
to fund the various youth projects and activities in ASEAN;
• Establish platforms for networking and sharing of best practises on ASEAN
children and youth development strategies and tools;
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In the ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC) and the ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC) blueprints children and youth participation
were not mentioned. What APSC has mentioned is that this community will
“cooperate closely with efforts of the sectoral bodies in the establishment of
an ASEAN commission on the promotion and protection of the rights of
women and children.”

8 What is the ASEAN Children’s Forum?
The first ASEAN Children’s Forum (ACF) was held in the Philippines on
October 19 to 22, 2010.7 ACF is a regional meeting of children that was
organized to promote children’s rights and to share their thoughts and
suggestions on issues that affect them. A total of thirty-two (32) children
delegates aged 12 to 18 years old attended, representing the 10 member
States of the ASEAN. Seven of these children were children with disabilities.
Following the child protection policy, children delegates were accompanied
by adult chaperones who served as mentors and translators during the event.
During the first ACF, children were given time to speak about various
concerns including HIV/AIDS, children and the internet, environment,
poverty, child labor, opportunities for children with disabilities and child

18

Spaces for Children’s Participation in ASEAN

participation. They also identified internet
communication via the ACF website
(www.aseanchildrensforum.org) as a safe and
accessible space for exchanging ideas and
opinions as well as a means of networking
with more children in the region. They are
also hoping that through the website, they
could directly communicate with leaders.
ACF was an idea that was conceived and
recommended during the 1st South East Asian
Children’s Conference (SEACC) held in
December 6, 2006. This conference was
developed by the Philippines’ Council for the
Welfare of Children (CWC) and UNICEFManila office which was attended by 34 children
representing ASEAN member States. SEACC
delegates developed a “Call to Action” in which
the proposal for an ACF was included.8 This was
eventually presented by the children
representatives to the Senior Officials Meeting
on Social Welfare and Development
(SOMSWD) and AMMSWD in 2007.9
The ASEAN Children’s Forum will be held every 2 years and
before the conduct of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Social Welfare and
Development (AMMSWD). ASEAN member States shall take turns hosting
the ACF following the alphabetical order. Since the Philippines hosted the
first ACF in 2010, it will be Singapore’s turn in 2012 and then Thailand in
2014.
The idea is to consolidate children’s concerns and recommendations in ACF
and then present them to AMMSWD them to decide what actions to take.
An output of the first ACF was the suggested Terms of Reference (TOR) of
the forum which was presented by children representatives to and
considered by SOMSWD and AMMSWD.10
How can children participate in ACF? Based on the country guide provided
to all countries in preparation for the ACF, ideally every country should
hold a National Conference of Children (NCC) where children themselves
can have the opportunity to have a series of discussions on issues in their
own respective countries. They shall elect among themselves representatives
who will go to the ACF. Each country has different set of criteria and methods
used to select the representative to the ACF. You are encouraged to contact
your country’s officials focusing on social welfare and development to know
more how one can participate in the ACF.
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PART 2

5 Things You Need
to Know About
Children’s Participation
1 Children’s Participation is a Human Right.
All 10 member countries of ASEAN are signatories to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC). This means that governments are duty bound
to honour these rights. One category of children’s rights is participation
rights.
Article 12 and 13 of CRC gives us an idea what participation means:
(Article 12.1)
State Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming
his or her own views the right to express those views freely in
all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given
due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.
(Article 13.1)
The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this
right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information
and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing
or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the
child’s choice.
Every young person has the right to think for him or herself. They are
entitled to form their own ideas or opinions about issues or problems that
affect them. They are also entitled to know and have a say about the solutions
to these problems. They also have the right to be protected from harm
whenever they express their opinions or take action to promote and protect
their human rights.
Adults on the other hand have the responsibility to recognize and respect
the rights of children to participate. This means that adults should listen to
them, take their thoughts seriously, support them whenever they want to
take action and ensure their protection and safety along the way.

20

Spaces for Children’s Participation in ASEAN

One simple example is talking to parents about ideas on how to help a brother
or sister study well or how the family can save money or share how they
feel about the way other people are treating them. When parents give the
opportunity for them to speak up and carefully consider their opinions and
ideas that is one way of respecting their participation rights. If children are
given the chance to act on their ideas and also receive support from them,
that too is a good way of honouring their rights.
Indeed, there are adults who support the rights of children to participate. In
Southeast Asia, a group of child rights advocates came up with their own
understanding of child participation. During the Southeast Asian Regional
Workshop on Children’s Participation in ASEAN conducted by the Child
Rights Coalition - Asia on February 22 to 24, 2010, the adult participants
came up with a definition of child participation.11
“Child participation is a human right that needs to be guaranteed. It
entails the exercise of freedom of expression by children. It is a
process where children participate in a critique or challenge the
unequal power relations that exist between adult and children.
Participation aims at empowering children and young people by
allowing them to share their stories and influence decision-making.
Adults and child rights advocates have the responsibility to provide a
safe space for children to express their views and opinions.”

Spaces for Children’s Participation in ASEAN

Illustration taken from the National Framework of Child Participation in the Philippines. (UNICEF)

2 Children can participate in various spaces.
Children’s right to participation can be exercised in diverse spaces such as
the home, school, immediate community & in society at large.
A. Home - Children even while inside the womb are engaged in a special
interaction with their mothers. It is common to hear a pregnant mom to
suddenly exclaim that her child is excited when it kicks, restless when it
seems to be moving around inside for a long time or that the baby is
hungry because she also feels hungry. Even as a born baby, a child’s
interaction with the parents allows the latter to care for him or her. If
the baby cries out loud, it could mean that he or she needs to be fed or
feels uncomfortable. If it smiles and giggles, the parents get a clue as to
what it enjoys.
As the child grows, he or she expands his or her roles inside the home.
Soon enough he or she will be sharing chores, will be asked about his or
her opinions about family activities, food, home decors, incidents, etc.
B. School & Religious Institutions – In school, learning is expected to
be an active and dynamic interaction between teachers and students and
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among students themselves. Opportunities to exercise skills and talents
are provided by student organizations and other activities in the classroom.
For some, their churches, mosques, synagogues or worship centers are
spaces too for children to interact with other people. Through activities
such as camps, study sessions, choirs, plays and the like, children share
their time, talents and resources.
C. Community – In some small towns and big cities, the community
provides spaces too for children to participate. Children are often seen
as part of town celebrations, sports activities and talent competitions.
In the Philippines, children aged 15-17 are elected into local government
positions in which they are allocated funds and technical assistance to
initiate and implement their own activities in the community. The
community is called barangay. A team of children leaders are elected by
their fellow children every 3 years. This team of elected children is called
Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) or council of youth. These youth leaders are
in-charge of planning and implementing projects as well as bringing up
issues of children in order to develop policies. Some councils focus on
helping out-of-school youth, campaigning against drug addiction, and
setting-up facilities and programs for recreational activities.12
D. Society-at-Large – On the national and international scale, spaces for
children to voice their ideas and opinions have opened up. Forums,
conferences, workshops and the like have been organized to enable
children to exchange ideas and perspectives on issues and collectively
think of actions to promote and protect their rights.
A good example of children’s participation at the national and regional
levels can be found at the Greater Mekong Sub-Region composed of
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam and China. Every 3
years since 2004, countries of this sub-region have conducted Mekong
Youth Forum on Human Trafficking.13
An initiative of the International Labor Organization, Save the Children,
World Vision and the UN Inter-Agency Project on Human Trafficking
(UNIAP), the series of events started with national youth forums in each
country and then culminated in a regional forum.14 In each country, young
people discussed issues, recommendations and plans to help address
human trafficking. Then they elected their representatives whose task is
to share their collective input at the regional forum.
At the Mekong Youth Forum, all output of the national forum were
synthesized by the participants and they developed a set of
recommendations and a call to action. Their output were presented to
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some of the ministers and senior officials of the Coordinated Mekong
Ministerial Initiative Against Trafficking (COMMIT) – a government-led
process of the 6 countries in the Greater Mekong Sub-region that aims
to cooperate and collaborate efforts in addressing the problem of human
trafficking.
This dialogue that transpires between government leaders and children
regarding their recommendations is the highlight of the event. It hopes
that through this dialogue, leaders will consider the inputs of children
and learn to appreciate and integrate children’s participation in the
COMMIT process. Even during the national forums, the country’s
government officials were also invited to dialogue with children on this
issue.
The Mekong Youth Forum take place before the COMMIT meetings in
the hope of influencing the plans and policies that will be developed by
the government representatives.
Save the Children UK
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3 Children can participate in different ways.
In the publication, “Promoting Children’s Participation in Democratic
Decision-Making,” by UNICEF Innocenti Research Center, meaningful
approaches in children’s participation were grouped in 3 categories:
A. Consultative processes – This is a common approach where adults
initiate and manage the processes to gather inputs from children which
may be used to improve and develop policies and programs. Consultative
processes can also provide opportunities for children to be co-organizers.
On July 5-8, 2005, one girl child representative from Cambodia was sent
to participate in the G8 Children’s Forum in Scotland, shortly before the
G8 meeting.15 G8 is an organization of 8 of the world’s richest countries:
United Kingdom, United States of America, Germany, France, Italy, Japan,
Canada and Russia. C8 is the children and young people’s version of the
G8 meeting.
In the said forum 17 young people from around the world were gathered
to discuss key issues of children. Some of those identified by the
participants were poverty, HIV/AIDS, lack of clean water, health and
hygiene, nutrition, child trafficking and exploitation, drug abuse,
corruption, etc.16 The children’s collective insights and recommendations
were presented to the prime minister of the United Kingdom, who served
as the messenger of children to the G8 meeting. One of the outcomes of
the meeting is G8’s commitment to provide aid in the amount of 3 million
dollars to help address HIV/AIDS, elimination of poverty, education as
well as to help Africa until 2010.
B. Participative processes – This approach means greater collaboration
with children. While it is still initiated by adults, this allows for greater
involvement of young people in the early stages of planning up to the
management of the projects.
The 1st Southeast Asian Children’s Conference (SEACC) 17 held on
December 10 to 14, 2006 was an event that involved children from
Cambodia, Philippines and Vietnam as facilitators. Guided by one adult
facilitator, they took charge of more than 30 other children participants
from the ASEAN countries. Aside from leading the program they also
conducted 11 workshops that facilitated discussions on topics based on
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) such as poverty, child
mortality, HIV/AIDS, child trafficking, gender equality and others. It
provided the participants opportunities to share the situation of each
country, their perspectives about issues and action points that children,
government and civil society can consider moving forward.
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This activity was jointly organized by the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), Council for the Welfare of Children (CWC) and the National
Committee on Children and Youth Participation (NCCYP). CWC is a
government institution and NCCYP is a network of NGOs and
government institutions. Both are based in the Philippines.
The highlight of this conference was a declaration that urged government
and civil society to work on the different issues as well as a call to ASEAN
to conduct a regional Forum of children on a regular basis. This was
envisioned as the voice of children in ASEAN.
In 2007, some children from SEACC (with representatives from all
ASEAN countries) met up again to finalize their statement and call to
action. They presented this during the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting
and the 6th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting for Social Welfare and
Development. This was also the first opportunity for children to
participate and be included in this high level meeting. They got the support
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from senior officials who attended and in 2008 their proposal to conduct
an ASEAN Children’s Forum was approved.
C. Promoting self-advocacy – This approach aims “to empower children
to identify and fulfil their own goals and initiatives. It is a process where children
themselves take action to address those issues that they see as important.”
The role of the adult here is to support or to facilitate and not to lead.
Kabataan News Network (KNN) is a testament that children can initiate
and develop their own projects. Kabataan means youth in Filipino. KNN
is a network of around 160 young video journalists from ten areas in the
Philippines.18
KNN journalists are given technical training on television production and
provided the necessary equipment for them to produce their stories
such as camera, tripod and microphone. These youth journalists are incharge of the whole process. They plan and research their topics, shoot,
interview, transcribe and write the scripts. They do all this will little help
from their adult bureau managers.
KNN produces “Kabataan X-press,” a show that shares about what the
youth care about from fun and hip stories to major issues such as teen
prostitution, mining, election issues, etc.
KNN is implemented by Probe Media Foundation, Inc and is supported
by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Philippines.
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4 Meaningful participation is good
for children & society.
Gerison Lansdown, in a publication commissioned by UNICEF Innocenti
Research Center in 200119, clarifies that:
“Article 12 is a substantive right, saying that children are entitled
to be actors in their own lives and to participate in the decisions that
affect them. But, as with adults, democratic participation is not an
end in itself. It is the means through which to achieve justice, influence
outcomes and expose abuses of power. In other words, it is also a
procedural right enabling children to challenge abuses or neglect
of their rights and take action to promote and protect those rights.
It enables children to contribute to respect for their best interest.”
Whenever children are given the opportunity to speak out, adults are
informed about the needs, aspirations and concerns of children. These can
guide both adults and children in coming up with ways to address their
situation. Furthermore, duty-bearers are reminded that there are obligations
to children that they have to fulfil.
In a school where the teacher hurts children through harsh words or physical
punishment, children should be able to feel safe to go to another school
authority like the principal or guidance counsellor to report the wrongful
act. Respect for participation rights of the children can be expressed when
school officials listen, acts on the complaint and protects children from further
harm.
The process of reporting by children also empowers the school with
information that can help them resolve the situation and make their learning
environment safe and happy. So when adults listen and allow children to
participate, they get good ideas on how best to take care of them.
In the Philippines, a hotline number to report child abuse is available. Bantay
Bata 163 is run by ABS-CBN Foundation which is the corporate social
responsibility arm of a media network. The accessibility of a service where
children and young people can call for help empowers them (and the
concerned adults) to put a stop to abuses. Soon as their call is placed and
verified, a rescue team will be dispatched to check on the validity of the
complaint.20
On October 18 to 23, 2010, the “Regional Workshop to Promote and
Support Children and Young People’s Participation in ASEAN” was
conducted by the Southeast Asia Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers
(SEASUCS) and the Child Rights Coalition - Asia. Children and young people
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from 8 ASEAN countries got together
and one of the discussions focused on
child participation: its forms, results,
difficulties and the assistance children
need from adults. To summarize the
outputs, children mentioned that their
experience in participation has led them
to:
• Gain knowledge and become more
aware about different issues and
experiences of other children.
• Form new friendships.
• Increase in confidence.
• Have this sense of solidarity with
children from other nations.
• Feel appreciated and respected.
The difficulties they encountered in pursuing
participation are as follows:
• Adults may need to change their mind
set about including children in the process.
• Access to information regarding opportunities to participate maybe
limited.
• Lack of resources to participate is also a factor.
• Some children may be discriminated or marginalized just by being a
child or because of disabilities, gender identity, ethnicity, etc.
Children also identified facilitating factors that help them participate are:
• Support from government agencies, non-government organizations,
parents and other family members.
• Accessibility to the internet to gain new information, participate in
discussions on the web and share their experiences through blogs
and social networking sites.
• Availability of resources including financial resources to participate in
workshops, conferences, project implementation and the like.
• Presence of mentors who can guide them as well as peers whom
they can consult with.
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5 Participation should be fun and
safe for children!
During the Southeast Asian Regional Workshop on Children’s Participation
in ASEAN last February 201021, a set of minimum standards concerning
children’s participation was developed. Minimum standards serve as guide
posts when events or activities are conducted for and with children. These
standards should be in place before planning activities and should be followed
by everyone participating.
1. An ethical approach: transparency, honesty and accountability
– Adults should have children’s best interest at heart and it should always
be the primary consideration. Transparency means that everyone involved
including children should be aware of how things are progressing. Honesty
facilitates trust in the relationship between adult and children. Any
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important information that will equip the child to make good decisions
regarding his or her participation should be given. There should be
measures and processes in place to check if everything was done according
to plans and existing policies.
2. A children friendly environment – In order for children to be
comfortable participating in activities, the place should feel safe and the
over-all atmosphere should be friendly. Even the process of participation
should be developed in a way that is accessible and easy to follow
considering the capacity of the child. Children should be aware of possible
dangers that may happen to them, e.g. when talking to adult strangers or
going out of the venue of the activity. They should also be aware about
the persons or groups they can approach to and report untoward
incidents that may happen.
3. Equality of opportunity – Every child should be given the chance or
the option to participate regardless of physical capacity, gender,
ethnicity,economic capacity or other status. In some cases, adjustments
to the design of an activity or provision of additional support should take
place in order to allow everyone to join. It is also important that the
design of activities or projects do not reinforce discrimination and violence
between and among children.
4. Participation promotes the safety and protection of children –
Every endeavour where children are involved is a potential contribution
to make their world a better place to live in. They are encouraged to
share their views and experiences in the hope that there will be prompt
and appropriate action from adults and authorities. As part of ensuring a
child-friendly environment, all efforts must be made to ensure the safety
of the child wherever he or she is engaged. Measures to prevent them
from being exposed to harm or abuse should be made.
5. Ensure the commitment and competency of adults involved in
the process – Whatever role adults play in an activity that involves
children would require them to be patient, skillful and sensitive to the
needs of the child in order for him or her to have the optimum
participation experience. The adult can be the partner, the mentor, the
protector and the role model of the child in his or her quest to be involved
in society.
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ANNEX 1 Contact Information
of ASEAN National
Secretariats
CONTACT PERSON

CONTACT INFORMATION

H.E. Emaleen Rahman Teo
Director-General, ASEAN – Brunei Darussalam
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

International Convention Centre
Jalan Pulaie Berakas, Bandar Seri
Begawan 3910, Brunei Darussalam
TEL (673-2) 383-127; 383-374;
383-3378-86
FAX (673-2) 383-140; 383-253

Mr. CHETH Naren
Acting Director-General, ASEAN - Cambodia
General Department of ASEAN
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Int’l Cooperation

No. 161, Preah Sisowath Quay,
PhnomPenh, Kingdom of Cambodia
TEL (855) 23 213-247
FAX (855) 23 215-541;
216-144; 216-939

H.E. Djauhari Oratmangun
Director-General, ASEAN – Indonesia
Department of Foreign Affairs

Jalan Taman Pejambon No. 6,
Jakarta Pusat
TEL (62-21) 350-9048 (D), 350-9051
FAX (62-21) 350-9049, 720-3021

H.E. Dr. Khiane Phansourivong
Director-General, ASEAN – Lao PDR
ASEAN Department
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

23 Singha Road, Vientiane
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
TEL (856-21) 415-109; 415-108
FAX (856-21) 413-268;
451-927; 451-936

H.E. Ahmad Shahizan Abd Samad
Director-General, ASEAN - Malaysia
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
ASEAN Department

No.1, Jalan Wisma Putra
Presint 2, 62602 Putrajaya, Malaysia
TEL (60-3) 8887-4000; 8887-4417
FAX (60-3) 8889-2755 (DG ASEAN)
(60-3) 8889-2729 (ASEAN Dept)
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CONTACT PERSON

CONTACT INFORMATION

H.E. Maung Wai
Director-General, ASEAN – Myanmar
Department of ASEAN Affairs
412336
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
TEL ( 9567) 412060, 412064
FAX (9567) 412395, 412396,

H.E. Victoria S. Bataclan
Director-General, ASEAN - Philippines
Department of Foreign Affairs

2330 Roxas Boulevard, Passay City,
Metro Manila, Philippines
TEL (63-2) 834-3247; 831-8951
FAX (63-2) 832-1667

H.E. Jai S Sohan
Director-General, ASEAN - Singapore
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Tanglin, Singapore 248163
TEL (65) 6379-8250; 6379-8000;
6379-8250
FAX (65) 6474-7885, 6479-1508,
63798288

H.E. Itti Ditbanjong
Director-General, ASEAN – Thailand
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

No. 443 Sri Ayudhya Road
Rajthevi District
Bangkok 10400, Thailand
TEL (662) 643-5224 (D); 643-5218
(662) 6435224 local 4430
FAX (662) 643-5223/643-5230 /
619-0043 / 662 6435218

H.E. Nguyen Hong Cuong
Director-General, ASEAN – Viet Nam
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

N. 7, Chu Van An St., Ha Noi
Viet Nam
TEL (84-4)3799-3417,
3799-3358 (DDG), 3799-2422 (ER)
FAX (84-4) 3843-5758
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ANNEX 2 Contact Information
of ASEAN Committee
of Permanent
Representatives
REPRESENTATIVE
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

H.E. Pengiran Basmillah
Pengiran Haji Abbas
Permanent Representative of Brunei
Darussalam to ASEAN
Permanent Mission of Brunei Darussalam
to ASEAN
CAMBODIA

H.E. Amb. Kan Pharidh
Permanent Representative of Cambodia to ASEAN
Royal Embassy of Cambodia

INDONESIA

H.E. Amb. I Gede Ngurah Swajaya
Permanent Representative of Republic of Indonesia
Permanent Mission of the Republic of
Indonesia to ASEAN
LAO PDR

H.E. Amb. Prasith Sayasith
Permanent Representative of Lao PDR to ASEAN
Permanent Mission of Lao PDR to ASEAN

MALAYSIA

H.E. Dato’ Hsu King Bee
Permanent Representative of Malaysia to ASEAN
Permanent Mission of Malaysia to ASEAN

CONTACT INFORMATION

Jl. Teuku Umar No. 9
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 31906080
FAX (62-21) 31905313

Jl. TB Simatupang Kav. 13
Jakarta Selatan 12520
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 7812523
FAX (62-21) 7812524
Jl. Mangunsarkoro No.1, Menteng,
Jakarta Pusat, 10310,
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 390 47 77
FAX (62-21) 390 75 25
Jl. Patra Kuningan XIV No. 1A
Kuningan, Jakarta Selatan 12950
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 5229602 (General Affairs)
FAX (62-21) 5229601
Jl. HR Rasuna Said No. 1-3 Kav. X/6
Jakarta 12950
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 52905634
FAX (62-21) 52905635
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REPRESENTATIVE
MYANMAR

H.E. Amb. U Nyan Lynn
Permanent Representative of Myanmar to ASEAN
Embassy of the Union of Myanmar

PHILIPPINES

H.E. Amb. Wilfrido V. Villacorta
Permanent Representative of the Philippines
to ASEAN
The Permanent Mission of the Philippines
to ASEAN

SINGAPORE

H.E. Amb. Lim Thuan Kuan
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Singapore
to ASEAN
Office of the Singapore Permanent Representative
to ASEAN
THAILAND

H.E. Amb. Manasvi Srisodapol
Permanent Representative of Thailand to ASEAN
The Permanent Mission of Thailand to ASEAN

VIET NAM

H.E. Amb. Vu Dang Dzung
Permanent Representative of Viet Nam to ASEAN
Office of the Viet Nam Permanent Mission
to ASEAN

CONTACT INFORMATION

Jl. Haji Agus Salim No. 109
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat,
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 3158908, 3159095
FAX (62-21) 3160079
Jalan Patiunus No.33, Kebayoran Baru
Jakarta Selatan 12150
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 723 2085 (Direct Line)
(62-21) 727 92839 (Trunk Line)
(62-21) 739 9435
FAX (62-21) 739-3268
Jl. HR Rasuna Said Blok X/4 Kav. No. 2
Kuningan, Jakarta 12950
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 2995 0400
FAX (62-21) 52922776

Sentral Senayan I, 3rd Floor
Jl. Asia Afrika No. 8, Jakarta 10270
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 572 5767
FAX (62-21) 572 4206
Jl. Pekalongan No. 9
Menteng, Jakarta Pusat 10310
Indonesia
TEL (62-21) 31907255, 31907845
FAX (62-21) 31906642
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ANNEX 3 Representatives to the
ASEAN Commission
on the Promotion and
Protection of the Rights
of Women and Children
(ACWC)
NO COUNTRY

1

REPRESENTATIVE ON
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Brunei
Datin Paduka Hajah
Darussalam Intan bte Haji Mohd Kassim
HOME ADDRESS

No.3, Simpang 204-9-14
Jalan Sungai Akar
Bandar Seri Begawan BC 391
Brunei Darussalam
TEL +6738721403
FAX +6732380673
EMAIL dpinka@gmail.com
TERM 3 years

REPRESENTATIVE ON
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Datin Hajah Adina Othman
HOME ADDRESS

No. 4, Simpang 115-20
Kampong Madang
Berakas BC 3715
Brunei Darussalam
TEL +6738749747
EMAIL adinaothman@gmail.bn
TERM 4.5 years

2

Cambodia

Mrs. Long Sophally
New Building of Ministry of
Women’s Affairs
St.47 Sangkat Sras Chork
Khan Daun, Phnom Penh
TEL +855 12 592 614
FAX +855 23 430 560
EMAIL longsophally@yahoo.com
TERM 3 years

Mrs. Khiev Bory
Ministry of Social Affairs,
Veteran and Youth
Rehabilitation
788 Monivong Blvd
Phnom Pehnh
TEL +855 12 316 664
FAX +855 23 882 927
EMAIL khievbory@yahoo.com
TERM 4.5 years

3

Indonesia

Ms. Rita Serena Kolibonso
Jalan Tebet Barat Dalam IV B
TEL +62 21 837 90010
Mobile : +62 818 772 726
FAX +62 21 829 8089
EMAIL rsk@kolibonso.com
TERM 4.5 years

Mr. Ahmad Taufan Damanik
Address : TBC
TEL +63 61 836 9035
Mobile : +62811 659 718
FAX TBC
EMAIL taufandamanik@yahoo.com
TERM 3 years
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NO COUNTRY

REPRESENTATIVE ON
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

REPRESENTATIVE ON
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

4.

Lao PDR

Ms. Siamphone Sirattanakoul
Head of International and
Cooperation Division
Lao Women’s Union
TEL +856-21-214306
FAX +856 021 214306
MOBILE +856 20 2233437
EMAIL siamphone_vyc
@yahoo.com
TERM 4.5 years

Mr. Leepao Yang
Deputy Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Labour and
Social Welfare
TEL +856-21-213003
FAX +856-21-213287
EMAIL leepaoyang_charher
@hotmail.com
TERM 3 years

5

Malaysia

Dato’ Dr. Noorul Ainur
Mohd. Nur
Deputy Secretary-General
(Policy)
Ministry of Women, Family
and Community Development
Level 2, Block E, Bukit Perdana
Government Complex
Jalan Dato’ Onn
50515 Kuala Lumpur
TEL +603-2694 9519
FAX +603-2692 4451
EMAIL noorul@kpwkm.gov.my
TERM 4.5 years

Prof. Datuk Dr. Chiam
Heng Keng
EMAIL chiam772@gmail.com
TERM 3 years

6

Myanmar

Dr. Kin Mar Thun
Secretary General
Myanmar Women’s Affairs
Federation
TEL +95-1-501806, 504074
FAX +95-1-501814
EMAIL mwaf@mptmail.net.mm
TERM 3 years

U Myint Thein
Director, Department of
Social Welfare
Joint Secretary, National Committee
on the Rights of the Child
TEL +95-67-404370, 404110
FAX +95-67-404110, 404034
EMAIL social-wel-myan
@mptmail.net.mm
TERM 4.5 years

7

Philippines

Ms. Alicia Bala
Undersecretary, Policy and
Programs Group
Department of Social Welfare
and Development
EMAIL arbala@dswd.gov.ph

Ms. Aurora Javate De Dios
Executive Director
Women and Gender Institute (WAGI)
Miriam College
EMAIL oyiededios@gmail.com
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NO COUNTRY

REPRESENTATIVE ON
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

REPRESENTATIVE ON
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

8

Dr. Aline Wong
c/o Ministry of Community
Development, Youth and Sports
Communications and
International Relations Division
(13th floor)
512 Thomson Road
Singapore 298136
TEL +65-6478 5383
FAX +65-6258 8605
EMAIL aline_wong@mcys.gov.sg
Term: 4.5 years

Mr. Koh Choon Hui
c/o Ministry of Community
Development, Youth and Sports,
Communications and
International Relations Division
(13th floor)
512 Thomson Road
Singapore 298136
TEL +65-6478 5383
FAX +65-6258 8605

Singapore

EMAIL

koh_choon_hui@mcys.gov.sg
Term: 3 years

9

Thailand

Mrs. Kanda Vajrabhaya
Deputy Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security
1034 Krung Kasem Road,
Pomprab, Bangkok 10100,
Thailand
TEL 662-659-6436-9
FAX 662-356-0538
EMAIL kanda.v@m-society.go.th
TERM 4.5 years

Dr. Saisuree Chutikul
Committee UNCEDAW,
Former Committee UNCRC
118 Soi Ulit, Sukhumvit 4
Bangkok 10110, Thailand
TEL 662 252 8343
FAX 662 251 2759
EMAIL schutikul@hotmail.com
TERM 3 years

10

Viet Nam

Ms. Cao Thi Thanh Thuy
Deputy Director General
International Cooperation
Department
Ministry of Labour, Invalids and
Social Affairs (MOLISA)
12 Ngo Quyen, Ha Noi
Viet Nam
TEL (84.4) 39386687.
MOBILE 098 9096503
FAX (84.4) 38254728
EMAIL thuycaothithanh @gmail.com
TERM TBC

Mr. Dang Hoa Nam
Deputy Director General,
Child Protection and
Care Dept., MOLISA
TEL +84 08 04 8217
FAX +84 4 374 78719
EMAIL dangnancpfc
@yahoo.com
TERM TBC
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ANNEX 4 Representatives to the
ASEAN Intergovernmental
Commission on
Human Rights (AICHR)
Brunei Darussalam
Hon. Pehin Datu Imam Dato Paduka Seri Ustaz Haji Awang Abdul Hamid Bakal
EMAIL aseanbru@mfa.gov.bn
Cambodia
H.E. Om Yentieng
EMAIL omyentieng@gmail.com
Indonesia
Hon. Rafendi Djamin
EMAIL rafendidjamin@gmail.com
Laos PDR
H.E. Boungkeut Sangsomsak
EMAIL bounkeut@mofa.gov.la
Malaysia
Hon. Shafee Abdullah
EMAIL shafeeco@shafeeco.com
Myanmar/Burma
H.E. Kyaw Tint Swe
EMAIL kts15mpr@gmail.com, kts1mraichr@gmail.com
Philippines
H.E. Rosario G. Manalo
EMAIL ambrgmanalo@yahoo.com
Singapore
Hon. Richard Magnus
EMAIL magnus@singnet.com.sg
Thailand
Hon. Dr Sriprapha Petcharameesree
EMAIL sripraphap@yahoo.com
Vietnam
H.E. Amb. Nguyen Duy Hung
Address Ministry of Foreign Affairs No.1 Ton That Dam, Ba Dinh, Hanoi, Viet Nam
TELP (84) 4 -8453973 / 8458208 / 8458321
FAX (84)4-8445905

