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Introduction
From 2009-2012, Save the Children led a project called, „A Civil Society for Children‟s Rights in
the MENA Region‟. The goals of the project were: to support children and young people with
their understanding of Child Led Data Collection (CLDC); to help civil society and children
undertake research; and to help us all better understand the realities facing children today.
A key outcome of the project included a detailed manual that guides the reader through a series
of steps, training activities and resources so that they can carry out Child Led Data Collection.
During the development of the manual, we piloted and tested the methodology with different
groups of young people throughout the MENA region. With the help of many partners,
including: Bayti (Morocco); Nabaa (Lebanon); Democracy School (Yemen) together with Soul
(Yemen); and Defence for Children International Palestine Section (occupied Palestinian
territories), we explored and modified the methodology and developed a final draft of the
manual.
The pilot projects provided valuable insight and experiences. While many of the findings have
been incorporated into the manual, there were also specific examples, findings and lessons learnt
which we felt could benefit anyone choosing to undertake Child Led Data Collection,
particularly groups in the MENA region. As a result, we have prepared this accompanying
resource to further inform users and share our experiences.
We hope that our experiences will assist your process and help to create favourable outcomes
and experiences. CLDC is still a new approach to research and can always benefit from further
development and improvements. We invite you to share your experiences with us. Please visit
www.manaracrc.org for information on how to share your experiences and to read more about
other groups and organizations who are also undertaking CLDC.
From the outset, CLDC was built by a network of civil society actors who were passionate about
children‟s participation and the need for better evidence on the realities faced by young people.
We believe that with each CLDC experience, we will be able to take both the children‟s
participation and the quality of the evidence one step further. Thank you for continuing this
work, supporting young people and helping to improve and expand our understanding of
CLDC.

ABBREVIATIONS USED
Child Led Data Collection
CLDC
Save the Children Sweden
SCS
occupied Palestinian territory
oPt
Young Researchers
YR
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The Child Led Data Collection Pilot
WHO PARTICIPATED?
The methodology was piloted in four different countries by five local civil society organizations,
namely: Bayti (Morocco); Nabaa (Lebanon); Democracy School (Yemen) together with Soul
(Yemen); and Defence for Children International Palestine Section (occupied Palestinian
Territory). These organizations attended a series of six workshops organized by Save the
Children Sweden (MENA Regional Office). Together with the consultant, Dr. Lea Esterhuizen,
they co-designed and learnt the Child Led Data Collection methodology. After each workshop,
the representatives from these organizations returned to their respective settings and trained
teams of young researchers – just over 100 per site – to collect and analyze the data and develop
the research findings.
WHAT TO EXPECT FROM THE SUMMARY FINDINGS
This abbreviated report excludes the details of the longer „Findings Report‟ which is available
online (www.manaracrc.org). Featured here are the main findings, in other words, those that
were supported by high frequencies, repeatedly featured in the data sets for different questions
and backed up by case studies.
In addition, we have compared commonalities and differences between the four pilot sites and
described the further research needed on the basis of these findings. Conclusions have also been
made which relate to the findings, method and the application of Child Led Data Collection
beyond this pilot and the importance of advocacy for the continued involvement of this first
generation of young researchers.
THE FUTURE OF CLDC
We cannot be convinced by a particular research method unless it produces good research
results. Child Led Data Collection began with two clear objectives:
1. To generate better evidence on the everyday lives and needs of children in the region.
2. To develop a model that would enhance and extend children‟s participation in the
research process.
The reality, however, is that there is wider interest in the former. Hence good evidence has been
needed to prove the case for extending children‟s participation in research. In other words, the
research results function as a litmus test for a given methodology. If the results are strong, they
themselves demonstrate the merits of the research methodology and children‟s participation.
Weak evidence and research results can conversely do much damage to the likelihood that others
will attempt to undertake Child Led Data Collection.
It was therefore recognized that the quality of these findings will have a lasting impact on the
willingness of civil society organizations, practitioners and even young researchers themselves to
do CLDC and support other participatory approaches in the future.
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Methodology
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE CLDC CYCLE
Child Led Data Collection is not merely a process of collecting data, but also actively involves
young people in the preparation, analysis and reporting of the given research results. These
results are then presented to appropriate audiences who can act on these findings as part of an
evidence-based advocacy campaign. This is an evidence-to-action process which includes both
research and advocacy to influence policies and interventions. The methodology is best
understood as a 12-step process.
CHILD LED DATA COLLECTION IN 12 STEPS
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The cycle of CLDC starts with each reader getting the information she or he needs to feel
confident about giving Child Led Data Collection a try. This information (Steps One and Two)
needs to be available so that all those involved can understand and explain how it is different
from the usual ways of conducting research and, of course, why it is worthwhile.
With Steps Three and Four, you learn about what resources, skills and support you need to get
started with Child Led Data Collection. Once all the resources are in place, you start to prepare
each young researcher for their first interview experience. Preparation includes: recruiting the
young people who will be on the research team; identifying the young people who will be
interviewed; getting familiar with the interview questions; practicing and learning interview
techniques (these are Steps Four and Five). During Step Six, young people begin conducting the
interviews with the support of civil society organizations.
With Step Seven, you learn to analyze a set of interviews using two charts. From here, you can
produce profiles, in other words, a series of simple labels which summarize what you have learnt
from your interviews. After the interviews are conducted, you will be introduced to the online
software (SurveyMonkey), which will be used to develop and analyze your survey.
Steps Eight and Nine focus on preparing for the survey. Step Ten involves gathering the survey
data from young people 8 to 18 years of age. Once the data is entered into SurveyMonkey, you
will learn how to access the survey results, create charts (which make your results even clearer)
and copy the survey findings into what will later become your „findings report‟ (this is Step
Eleven). Then finally, in Step Twelve, you will learn how you can combine all your findings –
from the interviews and from the survey – to produce „bigger picture‟ findings which offer your
audience both stories and statistics about the needs and experiences of young people in your
environment.
This cycle constitutes an outline of the CLDC method which was applied by the civil society
partners and the young research teams in the four sites mentioned. You can read more about
the methodology in the Child Led Data Collection Manual available online at
(www.manaracrc.org).
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Finalizing the Findings
The following section provides a brief background and explanation of the pilot study findings.
POLITICAL CONTEXT
During the final year of the project, a series of countries in the region began a period of dramatic
political transition. This series of transitions have come to be known as The Arab Spring, which
has had both positive and negative implications for CLDC. The transitions in Tunisia, Egypt,
Yemen and Syria have involved large contingents of young people calling for more rapid political
reforms and changes in political leadership. Footage and accounts from such young people has
been widely accessible and will surely, over time, positively influence public opinion about the
capacities, needs and preferences of young people in the region. However, conflicts between
those calling for change and those in existing leaderships has created an unstable situation which
has in turn affected the ability of young researchers and partner organizations alike to plan and
conduct CLDC. This is especially true in the case of Yemen, where in particular neighbourhoods
in and around Sanaa, problems were experienced with training and retaining contact with the
young researchers.
DATA CLEANING
It can be expected that young researchers need time to become confident and familiar with a
new methodology. This will inevitably involve learning from mistakes made along the way. One
error made by some young researchers emerged during the sorting stage of the qualitative data
analysis. This error in turn affected the quality of the response options used for the survey.
Hence, „cleaning‟ the survey data became necessary. This involved deducting the responses
relating to a particular response option (which was deemed not to make sense in the context of a
particular question) and recalculating the percentages according to the new total of responses for
that question. The pie charts and any other graphs would then also be redone in order to reflect
the change(s).
DATA SETS OF DIFFERENT SIZES
Some sites collected more data than others. This was due to decisions that were made during the
second phase of training when „word association‟ questions were considered. Some sites chose to
use the complete survey with all these questions, while others opted to edit out those they
believed would be either not understood or easily misunderstood. This accounts for the longer
findings for certain sites and slightly shorter findings for others.
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Site

Valid data provided for...
word association questions (/12)

oPt
Yemen
Lebanon

12
9
5

Morocco
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THIRD CYCLE OF DATA COLLECTION IN YEMEN
In the case of Yemen, the young researchers – having worked through the full CLDC cycle –
opted to return to the field and gather new data to replace data they deemed invalid. In truth,
much of the findings generated by the Yemeni research team were both valid and actionable.
There were, however, certain holes in the data set which should be rectified; most optimally
using the same sample but, if necessary, using a new sample. This data collection is currently in
process and the more complete findings will be made available in a separate report to be
published at a later date.

Executive Summary of the Findings
Child Led Data Collection has now been piloted as a method for generating a solid evidence
base on the everyday needs and priorities of children and young people in four countries with
over 400 young researchers and a regional sample of over 4400 young people (8 - 18 years of
age).
All four sites experienced different challenges in practicing the method, but all produced
insightful research results capable of informing both policy and practice.
KEY FINDINGS:
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-

School violence: whether bullying by peers or intimidation by teachers and principals,
school violence is alarmingly common.

-

Many children have firsthand experience of war or violent conflict outside the classroom.

-

Many fear and struggle with the omnipresent possibility of being separated from their
parents or of losing someone, especially a relative.

-

Grief and the need to face the death of a relative, forms another frequently mentioned
reality for these children. While this was strongly associated with unhappiness in all four
sites, it was especially prominent in oPt and Lebanon.

-

There are frequent references to tensions with neighbours, being hurt by neighbours, and
the desire to spend less time with neighbours. This was emphasized in the findings for oPt
and Yemen.

-

Home and especially time spent with mothers, features prominently when it comes to places
and people with whom children feel heard and where participation is most encouraged and
enabled. This was not the case with the school environment which tended not to be
mentioned in questions relating to different forms of freedom (to choose, to act) and
participation (being listened to and taken seriously).

-

Academic pressure: a high proportion of those who participated across the four sites
reported fearing academic failure and desiring academic success. Clearly there is a strong
awareness of the consequences of academic performance and attainment among the
majority of the children who participated.

-

Many reported enjoying time spent playing sport. This was a particularly prominent finding
in the Moroccan case. Gender and age differences, however, were not investigated.

-

When existing youth clubs and centers were mentioned, they were put in a positive light.
Many reported wanting to spend more time in these environments and feeling free to
choose and act in these contexts. In some sites, especially in the Lebanese camps, it was
clear that there was a shortage of such facilities for young people; hence the high reporting
of boredom and the desire to spend less time „doing nothing‟.

-

Many dream of getting out of their immediate environments more often and even moving
abroad. This was most prevalent amongst children in the Lebanese refugee camps and
among the Palestinian children. Clearly, many of the children who participated wish to
explore areas beyond the confines of their everyday life. Asked to identify a favourite place,
a high proportion mentioned places abroad as a general term.

Difficulties with teachers, bullies at school, the pressure to study and complete house chores
were some of the common challenges found across the four sites. Crucially, violence and war
is part of the context in which these children live and with which they associate hurt and fear.
Many feel that the street is not a safe environment in which they can move, meet and play.
Grieving lost relatives was also a familiar source of unhappiness.
In terms of shared priorities, many participants indicated that more time with friends and
family (especially with their parents) would improve their lives. As would more time to play
sports. Finally, a large proportion of the children who participated believe that the power to
change important parts of their lives lies in academic success.
Among the key differences was a clear religiosity among a large proportion of the Yemeni
participants. A large proportion of the participants living in the Lebanese refugee camps also
demonstrated an urgent need for more stimulation and youth facilities to address the boredom.
Finally, there was awareness for those participating in oPt and from the camps in Lebanon that
ending the occupation of Palestine would mark a dramatic improvement in everyday life.
These findings are extremely powerful in helping to identify priorities when it comes to both
further research and effective intervention. The young researchers, however, lack the access to
circles of policymakers and practitioners who could practically use the results of their hard work.
Civil society partners are therefore needed to ensure that the efforts of the young researchers
and the evidence they have gleaned helps to inform action.
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CLDC Findings From oPt
INTRODUCTION
In the context of a pilot project like this one, we wish for both clear indications of where a
method or approach was less successful, alongside clear instances of what can be produced when
the method or approach was successful. The findings generated by the young research team
from oPt fall into the latter category as the research results unequivocally demonstrated that
Child Led Data Collection can produce findings that are rich, deep, valid and actionable.
This young research team boldly entered a challenging dimension of data collection. While other
research teams chose to avoid it, the oPt team tackled the „rights and freedoms‟ word association
questions. These young researchers also led the collection, analysis and synthesis of the data, and
worked together to translate their findings into a series of recommendations. All of the above is
included here, with short additions from the consultant.
IN BRIEF: FINDINGS FROM oPt
These 8 to 18 year old Palestinians demonstrate certain clear trends in their experiences and
everyday preferences. Many experience the occupation as a central challenge in their everyday
lives and when asked about improving that life, six out of every ten referred to ending the
occupation of Palestine. Just under six out of ten also indicated being hurt with encounters with
the Israeli army.
Which of the following reminds you of being hurt?
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If you could make just three improvements to your everyday life what would they be?
Please make just THREE choices.

It is also striking that when thinking about their associations with unhappiness, over four in
every ten referred to the experience of losing a loved one. Clearly, grieving is part of the everyday
experience of many of these 8 to 18 year olds and illustrates the very adult realities that
Palestinian children often face.
Which of the following reminds you of being unhappy?

11

Just under half of those who participated experienced severe difficulties with their teachers and
found their school environments oppressive and unpleasant. Almost one in three identified
school as a place where they would wish to spend less time.
Where would you like to spend less time (on an average work or school day)?

Failure of an academic kind is a source of unhappiness for just under one in every four (see
previous chart on page 10 entitled: Which of the following reminds you of feeling unhappy?).
Similarly, academic pressure is associated with powerlessness by just under one in every three
who participated.
Which of the following reminds you of feeling powerless to change something
important?
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Academic success is, however, perceived by many more (just under one in every two) as a means
of empowering yourself and having wider choices about your future.
Which of the following reminds you of feeling powerful and able to change something
important?

Uncomfortable and even fearful relationships with neighbours were also fairly common threads
(over one in five).
With whom would you like to spend less time (during rest time)?

The desire to avoid being separated from one‟s parents and friends (approximately one third, see
chart on page 11), and the experience of unhappiness when children were faced with this
separation were both frequently mentioned in the survey.
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Where would you like to spend more time (during rest time)?

Conversely, being at home and spending time with parents offered a sense of security to half of
the participants. This was particularly evident in the associations that participants made with
feeling respected and heard (especially associated with a mother figure: just under four out of
ten) and the opportunity to make choices (also just under four out of every ten).
Which of the following reminds you of feeling safe?
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Which of the following reminds you of feeling listened to and taken seriously?

Which of the following reminds you of feeling able to make choices?

These findings clearly identify certain priority areas for both further research and effective
intervention. Of these areas, it is worth specifically mentioning the following:
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-

Skills and support in facing stresses related to the occupation of Palestine (including
psycho-social support in facing grief and separation).

-

A thorough inquiry into the prevalence of negative associations with teachers and
schools, and urgent intervention to enable these children to benefit rather than suffer
from their schooling experience.

CLDC Findings from Yemen
INTRODUCTION
The Yemeni young research team delivered a set of research findings which featured religion
more prominently than their peers. It is believed that the role given to religion and to obeying
religious norms in the survey is a by-product of the children believing that these responses were
more acceptable and expected from „good children‟.
The civil society partner organizations supporting the young researchers resolved to introduce a
slightly different questioning approach by suggesting that the young researchers emphasize, both
at the beginning and throughout the survey, that they would like to hear „what you personally
and specifically would like to change in your everyday life‟.
In addition, when introducing the survey to a given child, the young researcher could explain: „I
understand that for some of these questions, your family or someone else who is important in
your life may expect you to answer in a certain way. But I am more interested in the answer you
would give if you were to be completely honest about what you personally think. No-one else
outside of the research team will ever see what answers you gave. It is extremely important that
we get only the most honest personal answers because this is the only way that we will gather a
clear picture of what children and young people in Yemen really experience and really want to
change.‟
IN BRIEF: FINDINGS FROM YEMEN
These 8 to 18 year old Yemenis demonstrated certain clear characteristics in their experiences
and everyday preferences. Many are religiously observant: feeling safe if they are close to God
(more than seven in every ten). Likewise, many identified the mosque as a favourite place (over
four in ten). This was a striking characteristic of the Yemeni data set.
Which of the following choices reminds you of feeling safe?

16

What is your favourite place?

Many also report feeling certain common pressures, such as academic pressure. Over four in ten
would like to do less homework on an average rest day. High percentages of those who
participated in the survey associate feeling powerful with academically-oriented tasks: improving
their academic level and completing an assigned task (just under one quarter), and feeling happy
with academic success (just under one in two). One in five participants associated feeling
powerless with being confused in a lesson.
What would you like to spend less time doing (on an average rest day)?
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Which of the following reminds you of feeling powerful and able to change something
important?

Which of the following reminds you of feeling happy?
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Which of the following reminds you of feeling powerless?
3.1%

When I don't have the
freedom to carry out my
own wishes

2.1%

Being abused/beaten
18.9%
44%

When I don't understand
a lesson
Annoying behaviours
from classmates

20.3%

11.6%

Don’t know

The school day is also the site of another challenge and, specifically, time spent in the company
of „bad classmates‟. A high proportion of these young people (just under four in every ten) have
difficult experiences during their school day with peers, and more than half wished to spend less
time with „bad friends‟ on an average rest day. The extent to which this can be explained by
experiences of bullying deserves further research.
With whom would you like to spend less time (on an average work or school day)?
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With whom would you like to spend less time during rest time?

According to these findings, however, many participants enjoyed spending time at school. For
these participants, school did not merely represent a source of academic pressure and bad
experiences with classmates. School is also where young Yemenis get to spend time with their
friends and have opportunities to play sports. Indeed, many young Yemenis do not have access
to youth clubs or other facilities that offer this kind of social and activity-related space.
With whom would you like to spend more time (on an average work or school day)?
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Where would you like to spend more time (on an average work or school day)?

It is also clear that many of these young Yemenis enjoy a close relationship with their mothers
(almost one in every four desire more time on an average rest day with their mother).
Conversely, more than a quarter of the participants indicated troubled relationships with
neighbours (see chart on page 19).
With whom would you like to spend more time (during rest time)?

21

Home, however, is not everyone‟s preferred place to spend more time. Indeed, some participants
wish to spend less time there. This may be explained by the high frequency of those who felt too
much pressure to do house-chores (four out of every ten who commented on their average rest
day). It would be interesting to see these findings disaggregated by gender.
What would you like to spend less time doing (during rest time)?

One less than obvious finding, indicates that many (just under four in ten) find the market to be
an uninviting and intimidating place. Further research could help to explain why this is the case.
Where would you like to spend less time (during rest time)?
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Strikingly, just under four in ten participants associated being hurt with war, indicating that a
high proportion of the young Yemenis were exposed to either war itself or the detrimental
consequences of war. As such, these are children familiar with environments in a state of
conflict. It would be interesting to filter the data further and test whether there are any age or
gender differences apparent in this finding.
Which of the following reminds you of being hurt?

It is also worth noting that over one in ten of those who answered the question about feeling
powerless, reported associating this feeling when they were abused. This is of deep concern
given that this percentage is already significant and yet inevitably excludes those who are too
afraid to report abuse. Further research and advocacy around child abuse is therefore urgently
needed.
Which of the following reminds you of feeling powerless?
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These findings clearly identify certain priority areas for both further research and effective
intervention. Of these areas, it is worth specifically mentioning the following:
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-

The extent and nature of academic pressure and research into what can be done to ease
this pressure and what can be done to help Yemeni children better manage such
pressures. Is there a gender and age difference which could help with more targeted
intervention?

-

The extent and nature of bullying and experiences of intimidation by peers in and outside
of school, as well as skills to assist children in managing conflict.

-

The legacies of war for young people, and which Yemeni children most need support in
facing the realities of war and its consequences.

-

Pressures at home: are house chores too burdensome for young Yemenis? What can be
done to influence the expectations of parents and relatives when it comes to house
chores? Is there a gender and age difference which could help with more targeted
intervention?

CLDC Findings from Lebanon
INTRODUCTION
This young research team focused their data collection and hard work on 8 to 18 year olds living
in the refugee camps in Lebanon. The team delivered a set of research findings which was both
rich and informative. They chose, however, not to conduct the word association questions which
dealt with particular freedoms and power (to choose, to act, to change something important) and
participation (being listened to and taken seriously). Hence, the Lebanese data set is smaller than
those data sets generated in the other three sites. Given the calibre of findings and the
experience of this generation of young researchers, it is anticipated that exciting research results
will be generated next time around from those word association questions which were, for this
pilot stage, seen as too challenging and potentially confusing.
IN BRIEF: FINDINGS FROM LEBANON
The 8 to 18 year olds living in the refugee camps that were included in the study (El Buss,
Rashedieh, Ein el Helweh, Naher el Bared, Baddawi) demonstrated certain characteristics in their
experiences and everyday preferences.
First, many of these young people shared negative associations with school, their teachers and
the pressure they experience to study and succeed academically. Just under six in every ten
wished to spend less time with teachers during an average school day.
With whom would you like to spend less time (on an average work or school day)?
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The young researchers referred to the following findings when they suggested that violence in
schools and excessive academic pressure may be prevalent:
• 26.6% from the target group prefer to spend less time with their teachers during vacations and
rest time.
• 30.5% from the target group expressed that „studying‟ is the only activity that children wanted
to be reduced, especially during rest time or weekends.
• 38.4% from the target group prefer to spend less time with their teachers during school time.
• 30.1% from the target group prefer to spend less time in the school during school time.
• 36.7% from the target group prefer to reduce study time during school time.
• 24% from the target group answered that „violence and beat‟ is a painful memory for them.
• 41.2% from the target group prefer to spend more time in activities and clubs (outside of the
school) during school time or free time, compared with the school itself or VTC (21.1%).
• 11.5% from the target group answered that „teachers shout‟ reminded them of feeling fearful.
It is also worth adding that more than half of the participants associated academic success with
being happy. This finding suggests that the failure to achieve academic success could have farreaching consequences on these children. More is needed in terms of both detailed research and
interventions to support these children to manage these pressures.
Which of the following reminds you of feeling happy?
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As a result of the bulleted list of findings mentioned above, the young research team formulated
the following recommendation:
„As a result of the findings of our Child Lead Data Collection, it‟s highly recommended, during
the next year, to work on the problem of “Violence against children in UNRWA schools”. The
aim should be to reach all the targets from parents, teachers and children in addition to decision
makers in education UNRWA offices.‟
Whether or not the above includes further research or is recommending a focus only on
advocacy, is something that needs to be clarified. Further research into the nature and extent of
different forms of negative experience in the schooling environment is strongly suggested.
School pressures and tensions, however, are not the only challenges these young people are
facing. Clearly the experience of being confined to life in the camp and enjoying too few
opportunities to be in other environments affects many. Three in every ten, for instance, wished
to spend more time outside the camp on an average rest day.
Where would you like to spend more time (during rest time)?
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Boredom and a lack of stimulating activities and suitable youth facilities is also a common
problem. „Having nothing to do‟ featured prominently as an activity that children wanted to
spend less time doing for both an average rest day (just under three in every ten) and an average
school day (just under one in every four).
What would you like to spend less time doing (during rest time)?

What would you like to spend less time doing (on an average work or school day)?
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As witnesses, victims or participants, a high proportion of these young people have experienced
violence; whether interpersonal or within the context of the camp. This finding is apparent in the
responses to as many as three of the questions and clearly deserves further research. Such
inquiries could include, for example, the nature and extent of the violence, as well as the range of
physical and psychological consequences of these experiences. Over half of the participants
associated feeling scared with war. And over half associated being hurt with either „weapons and
knives‟ or „violence and beating‟.
Which of the following reminds you of being scared?

Which of the following reminds you of feeling hurt?
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Which of the following reminds you of feeling safe?

The experience of loss was another common response that accompanied the findings related to
violence. The frequent association between unhappiness and grieving the loss of a relative (over
half of those who participated) is worth noting and deserves specific follow-up.
Which of the following reminds you of being unhappy?
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Crucially, the occupation of Palestine still looms large in the everyday worlds of these young
people. More than six out of every ten who answered the question about how to improve their
everyday life, mentioned a wish to return to Palestine.
If you could make just three improvements to your everyday life what would they be?
Please make just THREE choices.

These findings clearly identify certain priority areas for both further research and effective
intervention. Of these areas, it is worth specifically mentioning the following:
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-

The extent and nature of school violence.

-

The extent and nature of academic pressure, and the factors that explain the frequent
association between happiness and academic success.

-

Prospects for introducing better youth facilities within the camps, and greater
opportunities to spend time outside of the camps.

-

The extent and nature of exposure to violence outside the school environment, and
support to face the legacies of this violence.

-

Skills and support to manage grief and the realities associated with the death of relatives.

CLDC Findings from Morocco
INTRODUCTION
The young research team from Morocco focused their data collection and hard work on 8 to 18
year olds living in two urban centres, namely Al-Swerah and Casablanca. As it was with their
counterparts working in Lebanon, the young Moroccan research team also chose to edit out the
questions dealing with freedom and power, and participation. These research results also focus
on the survey results and do not include any reference to case studies taken from the earlier
qualitative data collection (the interviews). This does not necessarily reflect the quality of the data
collected during these interviews but it goes some way in explaining the tight time-constraints
experienced towards the end of the CLDC pilot in Morocco.
IN BRIEF: FINDINGS FROM MOROCCO
The 8 to 18 year old Moroccans who were included in the study (living in either Casablanca or
Al-Swerah) demonstrated clear needs and experiences when it comes to their everyday lives.
The school environments was one where many of these children felt unsafe, whether because of
exposure to teachers who sometimes resort to violence (just under 50% mentioned „violent
teachers‟), or because of bullies (almost one in two reported wanting to avoid „troublemakers‟ on
an average school day). These findings therefore call for further research into the exact context,
nature and extent of school violence and campaigns which seek to restore a sense of safety.
However we choose to use these findings, school violence is undeniably prevalent amongst those
who participated from these two Moroccan regions.
With whom would you like to spend less time (on an average work or school day)?
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With whom would you like to spend less time (during rest time)?

What is surprising is that in spite of these negative associations with school reported by many of
the participants, the majority of these children are still very motivated to do well at school with a
large proportion (over 60%) associating happiness with academic success.
Which of the following reminds you of feeling happy?

Whether this association indicates that these children are under pressure from others (e.g.,
parents) to perform well at school, or whether they simply wish to do well is unclear from these
findings. Further research would be welcome. Nearly half of the participants reported associating
fear with „school exam‟ time, which indicates that alongside this strong desire to succeed at
school lies a fear of failing to do so.
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Which of the following reminds you of feeling scared?

It is evident that many of these children feel unsafe in their neighbourhoods and even in their
own streets. In many cases there is a sense of vulnerability that is due to negative experiences
with neighbours (just under three in ten reporting being hurt by neighbours). Again, further
research is needed into the exact contexts in which these tensions arise and the experiences that
these children have had. Such research is necessary, in advance of campaigning, for effective
interventions to make neighbourhoods safer places for these young people.
Which of the following reminds you of feeling hurt?
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Overall it is clear that many of these young people thoroughly enjoy sports (especially football),
cultural activities and time spent at the sea. They are motivated to do well at school and fear
some of their teachers, classmates and neighbours with whom they have had particularly negative
experiences. Ultimately, these findings provide a good basis for further research and intervention
in these two urban environments in Morocco.
These findings clearly identify certain priority areas for both further research and effective
intervention. Of these areas, it is worth specifically mentioning the following:
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-

The extent and nature of school violence, whether at the hands of violent teachers or
intimidating peers.

-

The factors and pressures which inform the strong desire for academic success.

-

Contexts in which tensions with neighbours are most common, and skills to manage
such conflicts.

-

What it is about the sea and time spent on the beach which marks this environment out
as a favourite place for so many of those who participated, and ways of replicating some
of these environmental factors and experiences in other places which feature in their
everyday lives.

CLDC Findings across the Region:
Commonalities and Differences
The findings of the CLDC pilot demonstrate certain commonalities in needs, experiences and
preferences among the young participants from Morocco, Lebanon, Yemen and oPt. Here lies
an exciting opportunity for the partners and young researchers from these sites to collaborate on
a joint campaign, share resources, regional contacts and expertise in bringing particular needs to
the attention of audiences best placed to address them.
As compelling and informative as the shared findings may be, there are also those findings that
distinguish one site from the others. In this sense, a certain regional clustering is apparent when
considering particular sets of findings. These differences highlight that particular contexts have
resulted in particular needs for which further research and effective intervention requires careful
targeting.
COMMONALITIES ACROSS THE SITES
Less time with our teachers please
Beginning with the challenges: all four sites reported a high percentage (one fifth or higher) for
those who desired to spend less time in the company of teachers. Given the case studies
discussed earlier in the report, it is clear that tense relationships with teachers is a strong trend
and deserves urgent attention and intervention. The widespread nature of this problem also
indicates the potential for a collaborative campaign involving all four sites. These pilot findings
also suggest that further research may reveal a regional challenge when it comes to the
relationship between students and their teachers. Whether or not there are high levels of school
violence across the region cannot be confirmed based on the general nature of these findings.
What is clear, however, is that a significant problem exists in school culture in terms of the ways
in which teachers engage with their students in these four pilot sites.
Table comparing the four sites:
Percentages reported for: less time with teachers on an average school or work day
People Less (School Day)
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Site

Percentage of children who had
„teachers‟ as their answers.

oPt

32.5%

Yemen

19.6%

Lebanon

38.4%

Morocco

32.1%

Overall average

30.7%

Less time spent on studying and homework
The children who participated also shared a desire to decrease the time spent doing school work;
especially on rest days (on average: two out of every five children).
Table comparing the four sites:
Percentages reported for: less time spent on studying or homework on an average rest
day
Activities Less (Rest Day)
Site

Percentage of children who had
„studying/homework‟ as their answers

oPt (studying)

45.8%

Lebanon (studying)

30.0%

Morocco (studying)

38.8%

Yemen (homework)

42.0%

Overall average

39.2%

In contrast, the table below (referring to preferences reported for an average school day) clearly
demonstrates variances between the sites. A much lower percentage of young Yemenis reported
wanting less homework, compared to their peers in the other three sites. In the other sites, at
least one in three want the volume of homework to decrease, in Yemen it is only half this
amount. This is consistent with other findings for Yemen that show that young people are
strongly conditioned to accept high expectations and pressures regarding their academic work.
Table comparing the four sites:
Percentages reported for: less time spent on studying on an average school day
Activities Less (School Day)
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Site

Percentage of children who had „studying‟ as their
answers.

oPt

32.60%

Yemen

16.80%

Lebanon

36.70%

Morocco

49.70%

Overall average

34%

Less time with bullies
With the exception of Lebanon, all the sites reported high percentages when it came to wanting
less time with intimidating peers at school. With an overall average across the three sites of 30%,
there is clearly a need for further research into the extent, nature, demographic trends (especially
age and gender) and factors underlying bullying in schools.
Table comparing the three sites:
Percentages reported for: less time with ‘Bad Classmates’ on an average school day
People Less (School Day)
Site

Percentage of children who had „bad
classmates‟ as their answers.

oPt

21.7%

Yemen

37.1%

Morocco

30.6%

Overall average

29.8%

Less time spent doing house chores
Another commonality and shared challenge relates to house chores. On average, over one
quarter of the participating children reported having experienced the tasks they are expected to
fulfil at home as a burden. This excludes Morocco were house chores did not feature as a
pressure.
Table comparing the three sites:
Percentages reported for: less time spent doing house chores on an average rest day
Activities Less (Rest Day)

oPt
Yemen
Lebanon

Percentage of children who had „house
chores‟ as their answers.
31.3%
40.0%
28.7%

Overall average

33.3%

Site

Less time on the street
Given the exposure to violence and tense relationships with neighbours, this next commonality
bears no surprise. Sizeable minorities in three of the four sites wished to spend less time in the
street. The data collected for those living in Lebanon did not include any references to the street
but did, however, have a similarly sizeable proportion of children who wished to spend less time
in the camp. The percentages for „the street‟ for the remaining three sites were strikingly similar:
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Table comparing the four sites:
Percentages reported for: less time spent in the street on an average rest day
Places Less (Rest Day)
Site:
Morocco
oPt
Yemen
Lebanon (the camp)
Overall average

Percentage of children who had „street‟
as their answer
27.1%
20.2%
28.3%
23.3%
25.2%

It is clear from the above that the street – the public environment outside of the home and
school – for many (between 20% and 28%) constitutes an unwelcoming and even dangerous
place.
The experience of loss and grief
It was also interesting to note that relatively high percentages of those who participated across all
four sites (ranging from 18% to 53%) associated unhappiness with grieving a loss in the family.
It is apparent for these children, in Lebanon and oPt especially, that grief is a familiar experience
which has had a strong personal impact. Still, even in Yemen, where just under one in every five
associate this personal loss more than any other experience with unhappiness, the percentage
remains significant. It is even more so when one considers that each child was only permitted to
have one association with being unhappy.
Table comparing the four sites:
Percentages reported for: association of grief or personal loss with ‘being unhappy’
Unhappy
SITE

Value Option

PERCENTAGE

oPt

Losing a beloved

44.5%

Yemen

Death of a relative

18.2%

Lebanon

Death of one of relatives

53.0%

Morocco

Loss of member of family

23.4%

Overall average
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34.8%

More time with friends
On the positive side, and perhaps predictably, nearly half of the participants across all the sites
reported wanting more time to spend with their friends whether during a work or school day or
on a rest day.
Tables comparing the four sites:
Percentages reported for: more time with friends on an average school day and an
average rest day
People more (School)
SITE
Value Option
oPt
Friends
Yemen
Friends
Lebanon
Friends
Morocco
Good students
Overall average

PERCENTAGE
58.8%
52.8%
47.5%
36.6%

48.9%

People more (Rest Day)
SITE
Value Option
oPt
Friends
Yemen
Friends
Lebanon
Friends
Morocco
Friends
Overall average

PERCENTAGE
49.0%
51.7%
48.6%
50.5%

50.0%

Doing well academically is useful
Unfortunately, only two of the four sites collected data for this survey question, hence no farreaching statements can be made regarding empowerment and academic success (defined here as
including academic improvement) across the four sites. It is worth noting, however, that the two
sites that ran the question yielded high percentages.
Table comparing two sites:
Percentages reported for: association of academic success with ‘feeling powerful’
Feeling powerful
SITE

Value Option

oPt

Succeeding or excelling in your studies 47.0%

Yemen

Improve my academic level

Overall average
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PERCENTAGE

36.6%
41.8%

The finding above, taken together with the prioritisation of academic success, clearly indicates
that academic success is equated with a form of empowerment by a large proportion of the
participants (between 40% and 75%).
Table comparing the four sites:
Percentages reported for: academic success as one of three wishes to improve everyday
life
Three wishes
SITE

Value Option

PERCENTAGE

oPt

Academic success

39.7%

Yemen

Succeeding and excelling at school
and life

74.7%

Lebanon

Completing studies successfully

55.2%

Morocco

Successful in school

68.6%

Overall
average

59.6%

The extent to which this prioritization of academic performance is a product of external
pressures – whether teachers or parents or others – cannot be determined from the data
collected and begs further investigation.
Violence as part of everyday life
While Moroccan participants didn‟t frequently associate „being hurt‟ with violence, violence
certainly featured elsewhere in the Moroccan data set. This was evidenced in the context of
school violence or „being hurt‟ by neighbours.
The percentages of those who did associate „being hurt‟ with some form of violence across the
three remaining sites were high (ranging between 39% and 59%). Palestinian children reported
the highest frequency (almost three out of every five) which reiterates the omnipresence of
violence and tension in the life of the average Palestinian child. The Lebanese participants living
in the refugee camps reported a similar frequency (56%). This means that over half of the
participants from Palestine and the Lebanese camps saw violence as the first context when
considering „being hurt‟. This is alarming and indicates the level of exposure these children have
to violence; a finding which is worth both further research and effective intervention to support
and empower the children most affected.
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Table comparing the three sites:
Percentages reported for: association between being hurt and violence
Word Association - Hurt
SITE

VALUE OPTION

PERCENTAGE

oPt

Israeli Army

58.8%

Yemen

War

39.2%

Lebanon

fighting, violence, weapons
and knives

56.4%

Overall average

51.5%

Happiness is about being together with the family
Beyond time with friends and academic success, it is clear across all four sites that time spent
with family and especially parents, was highly valued. This was particularly apparent in two sets
of findings: namely, those generated for „More time with (which person on an average rest day)‟
and for associations with „being happy‟. The former findings are especially explicit, as seen in the
table below. The percentages of those who wish to spend more time with either parents or
family range between 24% and 46%, with parents being specifically identified in the interview
data gathered from Palestinian, Yemeni and Lebanese (those living in Lebanon at the time)
participants.
Table comparing the four sites:
Percentages reported for: more time with parents or relatives on an average rest day
People more (Rest Day)
SITE
Value Option
oPt
Parents
Yemen
Mother
Lebanon
Parents
Morocco
Relatives

PERCENTAGE
29.3%
23.4%
37.8%
45.8%

Overall average

34.1%

While significantly lower, the percentages of participants who associate „being happy‟ with
spending time with family or specifically parents, are still worth noting, ranging in frequency
between one in ten (Morocco) and two in ten (oPt).
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Table comparing the three sites:
Percentages reported for: association between being with parents and family and ‘being
happy’
Happy
SITE

Value Option

PERCENTAGE

oPt

Being with family

21.1%

Lebanon

Parents

15.4%

Morocco

Going out with father

9.8%

Overall average

15.4%

So, in short, it is clear from these findings that in all four sites parents and family have helped to
create safe and welcoming spaces and experiences for high proportions of the children who
participated.
It is worth adding here that as much as 38% of those who participated in oPt (the only site that
ran the question relating to „being listened to and taken seriously‟) referred to „Mother‟ as
compared to less than half that proportion (16%) who mentioned „Father‟. Should CLDC be run
for a second year in all of these sites, it would be useful to generate data across the samples for
this particular question, in order to assess whether high frequencies for „Mother‟ and lower
frequencies for „Father‟ were found throughout, or whether this is a reflection of a particular
cultural context.
More time playing sport, especially football
There is one further commonality worth discussing. This commonality is only discernible across
three of the four sites and relates to wanting to spend more time playing sports (it is unclear
whether this preference is shared by participants in the Lebanese camps). The percentages of
those selecting this option were particularly high, resulting in an overall average of over one third
across the three sites. The value option in the Moroccan and Yemeni case referred quite
specifically to football.
None of the sites disaggregated these findings by gender, but it would be interesting to
understand these results and how they pertain specifically to girls and boys.
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Site: Activities Less (Rest Day)

Percentage of children who selected
Sports/Football

oPt (sports)
Morocco (football)
Yemen (football)
Overall average

41.8%
38.0%
27.1%
35.6%

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE FOUR SITES
Outside of the above-mentioned commonalities, certain findings clearly distinguish the
experiences and needs of children from one site (or two) to the others. What follows is a series
of distinctions which most stood out when comparing across the data sets.
Religiosity in Yemen
The pilot findings generated for Yemen are very explicitly different in one regard, and that is the
prominence of religion and religious piety in the responses. Children‟s responses have been
actively shaped by religious expectations. As mentioned in the chapter on these findings, a new
approach to asking the questions has been suggested in order to get beyond these norms to
personal experiences and corresponding needs and priorities to the extent that this is possible.
By drawing on the findings themselves, we are able to illustrate that religious norms, values or
behaviours featured as one of the two top percentages in three of the nine word association
questions:
Question

Religiously oriented response option
(derived from interview data)

Percentage

Association with „feeling
safe‟?

Being close to God

71.4%

Association with „feeling
unhappy‟?

Being far away from God

57.6%

Association with
„favourite place‟?

Mosque

40.3%

No such religious references featured in the findings generated for the other sites.
The prominence of the occupation of Palestine as a significant factor in shaping
childhood experience
It is perhaps predictable but nonetheless worth mentioning that the occupation of Palestine
featured strongly in two sets of findings; namely the findings for children in oPt and those
generated from data collected from children living in particular refugee camps in Lebanon. The
latter was dominated by children with parents of Palestinian origin.
Three wishes to improve everyday life
SITE
Value Option
Liberating Palestine and putting an
oPt
end to occupation
Yemen
Lebanon
Return to Palestine
Morocco
-

PERCENTAGE
60.9%
61.6%
-

While the percentages are extremely similar, it is interesting to note that the frequency reported
for the children in Lebanon is higher than for those who participated from within Palestine.
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Less time doing nothing
A clear need was identified in the Lebanon camp that was not shared with their peers in the
other three sites. Specifically, this included more activities and youth facilities in the camps
themselves. It is striking that large minorities of those who participated reported being understimulated and disliking the experience of being bored and inactive. This is apparent in the table
below:

Question

Response option

Percentage

Activities less (rest day)

Nothing to do

29.2%

Activities less (school day) Free time but nothing to do 23.2%

CONCLUDING COMMENT:
COMPARISONS ACROSS THE FOUR PILOT SITES
On reading the above section of this report it is apparent that the commonalities seem to
outnumber the differences between children‟s needs and experiences. This provides strong
grounds for work on joint and even regional campaigns focused on teachers, bullying, academic
pressures outside of school, exposure to violence and managing personal loss amongst others.
Still, we should not overlook the important contextual differences which would need to be
considered if such joint campaigns were to be effective. While these challenges may be
articulated across the sites, the particular content of the advocacy messages, the most appropriate
audiences and the contextual detail required to make each campaign convincing in its own
setting, requires sensitivity to contextual differences. The partner organizations, working in each
of these locations with their respective young researchers, constitute a precious resource when it
comes to outlining these differences and ensuring that the outcomes of the research consider
each difference carefully.
Though the commonalities are numerous, it is also vital to address urgent site-specific findings,
such as the need articulated by the significant minority living in the Lebanese camps to spend
less time doing nothing.
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Further Research
Social research about children is undertaken for very different purposes. These varied purposes
often shape the research findings and how they will be ultimately used. It is no different with
Child Led Data Collection. The purpose of this pilot was to test a method in terms of its capacity
to enable children‟s participation and generate better evidence on the needs and experiences of 8
to 18 year olds in the MENA Region.
The evidence presented in this report has certainly demonstrated that the method, when applied
by dedicated civil society organizations and young researchers, can generate meaningful findings
about the needs and experiences of children and young people in different contexts within the
region. This evidence, however, is just the first (though crucial) indicator of urgent needs and
priorities in a complex array of lives and settings.
As such, we can see that evidence to inform policy and practice is structured much like a
microscope. The first evidence base – like this one – is the image you get when you first turn on
the microscope. This image tells you what you are looking at and the general features of the
subject. But if you wish to see more specifically how the legs are attached to the body, or in this
context, who is most affected by school violence and in which ways, then you need to adjust the
microscope and look again to see a more detailed image or picture of the subject. This more
detailed information cannot be extracted from a general first level data set like this one. This is
where further research is needed.
In other words, the findings reported here are excellent diagnostic findings which can help us to
know, according to the children themselves, what needs to change in their lives. But the details
regarding who most needs this change, and which dimension of schooling or relationships with
neighbours or teachers needs addressing, need to be clarified by further research.
All the priority needs thus far identified, therefore, warrant further research. What follows is a
suggestion of research questions to drive further research. If these questions can be answered,
then evidence-based interventions could be designed and implemented in an attempt to
effectively address these needs.
These research questions are listed below in such a way that the existing findings are used as a
„springboard‟ to ground more specific research inquiries. All these research questions can
therefore be preceded by the phrase „We know from these findings that...‟
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1.

Children often report negative associations with their teachers, many of whom they wish
to avoid. Which experiences, behaviours and contexts help to explain these negative
associations?

2.

Children often report bad experiences with trouble-makers and classmates who are
physically and emotionally abusive both within and outside of the school environment.
What is the nature and extent of these experiences, which children are most vulnerable
and which circumstances affect the levels of vulnerability on one hand and protection
against bullying on the other?

3.

Children often strive for academic success and associate this with happiness. What
explains this motivation and association, and what are the implications of it for those
who, due to circumstance or aptitude or both, do not achieve academic success?

4.

Children associate fear, unhappiness and powerlessness with violence and war. What is
the nature and extent of the experiences that underlie this finding, what are the psychosocial consequences of living in societies with high levels of conflict and violence
amongst children in these different settings, and for whom are these psychological, social
and material consequences most critical?

5.

Children often report feeling secure and respected in relation to friends and parents.
Which circumstances and behaviours enable the trust and respect required for this
experience of participation and security?

6.

Children often report feeling vulnerable in their immediate neighbourhoods at the hands
of familiars, often referred to as their neighbours. What experiences have informed this
vulnerability, and which circumstances tend to heighten this vulnerability on one hand,
and minimize it on the other?

7.

Children often report that they wish to spend less time in their immediate environments,
to move around more and even to travel. How often do children in different settings get
to leave their neighbourhoods? What activities do they participate in and who organizes
them? When are these excursions or opportunities most enjoyable and why, and how
feasible is it to extend these opportunities?

The proposed research questions above should not, however, be misunderstood as indicating
that these findings cannot be used to directly inform action. To the contrary: at a strategic level
these findings can be powerfully used to set policy priorities and to earmark resources for needed
research and intervention.
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Conclusions Based on the CLDC Pilot
WHAT HAVE WE LEARNT ABOUT THE NEEDS AND EXPERIENCES OF
CHILDREN IN THESE FOUR SITES?
What we have learnt about young experiences, needs and priorities in these settings is
exceptional, taking into account that these findings were generated as part of a pilot.
These findings have clearly indicated that the school environment and especially the behaviour
of teachers and intimidation by bullies warrant urgent attention. At home, many reported being
under excessive pressure to study and do house chores, while pining for more time to relax with
friends and family. Large proportions of participants recognise that academic success will afford
them power to change their lives in ways they perceive as important.
Certain contexts, however, express distinctive experiences and needs. Yemeni children, for
example, frequently refer to a close relationship with God as a source of protection and security,
while those living in the Lebanese camps frequently assert the need to do more and spend less
time being idle. Finally, the occupation of Palestine looms large for this latter group, as well as
their peers in oPt. It is a reality which shapes everyday life and brings tension, grief and
insecurity.
HOW CAN THESE FINDINGS BE USED BEYOND THE PILOT?
From these findings, it is possible for civil society organizations to identify priority needs and
regional concerns from which they can begin work on campaigns and interventions. In terms of
programming and the design of targeted intervention, however, more focused research will be
needed.
WHAT ELSE HAS BEEN GAINED?
As a result of this report, we now recognize which questions require rewording or further
explanation in a particular setting. We also know, from the findings generated by the young
research teams in oPt and Yemen, that the word association questions, when conducted
correctly, can yield rich findings about the extent of power and participation enjoyed by these
children. It is also clear that, where the effort was made, the interview data constituted an
excellent source of insight which complemented and enhanced the statistical findings.
Given the calibre of these findings, the capacity of young researchers to conduct rigorous
research and to inform effective programmes is indisputable. These young researchers are the
new experts and their continued involvement in transferring their knowledge, experience and
enthusiasm to the next generations of young CLDC researchers is the only means of ensuring
that these findings will constitute a humble beginning rather than an impressive conclusion to
Child Led Data Collection in the region.
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NEXT TIME AROUND...
Participatory projects can be more effective when they are driven by the first generation of
participants, in other words, the young researchers and the civil society partners who trained and
supported them. Young researchers and partners alike will be more confident, better informed
and better prepared to carry out CLDC next time around.
The findings can become longitudinal. Specifically, CLDC can begin to measure change over
time (provided the standard survey questions remain unchanged). This does not preclude the
addition of more focused questions on specific areas, but the general questions need to remain, if
measuring change over time is of interest.
THE IMPORTANCE OF EVIDENCE THAT INFORMS ACTION FOR THE
YOUNG RESEARCHERS
CLDC does not stop at the stage of sharing findings. It is essential that the young researchers see
results and that these findings have an impact on practice, policy, knowledge of what is needed,
public awareness, and so forth. It is essential that all stakeholders assist in identifying appropriate
formats and audiences to enable this impact to be generated and witnessed. For young
researchers to remain motivated, it is crucial that they develop a confidence that the evidence can
be used to drive positive change and that their efforts have played an important part in that
process.
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