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List of Abbreviation
CNCC		
Cambodia National Council for Children
CSO		
Civil society organization
CCWC
Commune Committee for Women and Children
CRC		
Child rights coalition
CSW		
Community-based social worker
FGD		
Focus group discussion
GBV		
Gender-based violence
IDI		
In-depth interview
LGBT		
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender
LGBTIQ
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Intersex and Queer;
MOEYS
Ministry of Education,Youth and Sports
MOWA
Ministry of Women’s Affairs
NGO		
Non-governmental organization
RGC		
Royal Government of Cambodia
ROCK		
RAINBOW COMMUNITY KAMPUCHEA
SCI		
Save the Children International
SOGIE Sexual orientation and gender identity and expression
UN		
United Nations
UNCRC
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
VV		
Village volunteers

3

LIVE AND LEARN

CHILDREN WITH DIVERSE SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND
GENDER IDENTITY/EXPRESSION (SOGIE) IN CAMBODIA

GLOSSARY
Bullying1

Bullying in
schools2

Child3
Discrimination4
Gender5

Gender
Expression6
Gender
Identity7
Gender non
conformity8
Gender norm9
Harassment10

Psychological
violence11
Sexual
Orientation12
Sex13

Behavior repeated over time that intentionally inflicts injury or discomfort through
physical contact, verbal attacks, or psychological manipulation. Bullying involves an
imbalance of power.
A type of violence that can be repeated over time, involve deliberately harmful or
aggressive behavior and a power imbalance between those who bully and those
who are bullied. Bullying can involve physical bullying, and psychological bullying including
verbal bullying (repeated mocking, name calling and unwanted teasing) and social
or relational bullying (repeated exclusion, gossiping, the spreading of rumors and
the withholding of friendship). Cyber bullying is a type of psychological bullying.
A child is a person whose age is up to 18 years.
The exclusion or unfair treatment of a person/group of people based on different
traits such as sex, class, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, or ethnicity.
Refers to the attitudes, feelings, and behaviors associated with a person’s assigned
sex at birth. Behavior that is compatible with cultural expectations is referred to as
gender normative, and incompatible behavior is considered gender non-conforming.
How a person expresses their own gender to the world, such as through names,
clothes, how they walk, speak, communicate, societal roles and their general behavior.
How a person identifies as being a man, woman, transgender, third gender, or an
other culturally-specific gender identity. Unlike gender expression, gender identity is
not visible to others.
People who do not conform to either of the binary gender definitions of male or
female, as well as those whose gender expression may differ from standard gender
norms.
What society considers as acceptable, appropriate or desirable behaviors, roles or
expressions of a person based on their actual or perceived gender.
Any improper and unwelcome conduct that might reasonably be expected or be
perceived to cause offence or humiliation to another person. Harassment may take
the form of words, gestures or actions that tend to annoy, alarm, abuse, demean,
intimidate, belittle, humiliate or embarrass another or that create an intimidating,
hostile or offensive environment.
Verbal and emotional abuse such as repeated mocking, name-calling, and teasing.
Emotional and sexual attraction to another person or other people, who may be of
the opposite gender, same gender, or another gender identity.
The classification of people as male, female or intersex, assigned at birth, typically
based on anatomy and biology.

UNESCO and UN Women, 2016: Global Guidance on Addressing School-related Gender-based Violence
UNESCO 2016: Out In The Open - Education sector responses to violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity/expression
3
Save the Children Policy Paper: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and Expression (SOGIE)
4
UNESCO, 2015: From Insult to Inclusion
5
UNESCO, 2015: From Insult to Inclusion
6
UNESCO, 2016: Out In The Open - Education sector responses to violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity/expression
7
UNESCO, 2015: From Insult to Inclusion
8
UNESCO, 2016: Out In The Open - Education sector responses to violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity/expression
9
UNESCO, 2015: From Insult to Inclusion
10
UNESCO and UN Women, 2016: Global Guidance on Addressing School-related Gender-based Violence
11
UNESCO, 2018: School-related violence and bullying on the basis of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity or Expression (SOGIE) - Synthesis Report on
China, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam
12
UNESCO, 2015: From Insult to Inclusion
13
UNESCO, 2015: From Insult to Inclusion
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Socialization14

The process by which individuals acquire social skills, beliefs, values, and behaviors
necessary to function effectively in society or in a particular group.
15
Stigma
Opinions or judgements held by individuals or society that negatively reflect on a
person or group. Discrimination occurs when stigma is acted on.
16
Violence
Any action, explicit or symbolic, which results in, or is likely to result in physical,
sexual or psychological harm.
Violence in
The different types of violence that affect children in schools and other educational
17
schools
settings. It can involve bullying, physical, psychological or sexual violence.
Violence on the A gendered type of bullying that is based on actual or perceived sexual orientation
basis of SOGIE18 and gender identity or expression

American Psychological Association: APA Dictionary of Psychology, https://dictionary.apa.org/socialization
UNESCO and UN Women, 2016: Global Guidance on Addressing School-related Gender-based Violence
16
UNESCO and UN Women, 2016: Global Guidance on Addressing School-related Gender-based Violence
17
UNESCO 2016: Out In The Open - Education sector responses to violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity/expression
18
UNESCO, 2018: School-related violence and bullying on the basis of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity or Expression (SOGIE) - Synthesis Report on
China, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam
14
15
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BACKGROUND
Since the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (hereafter referred to as ‘the
Convention’), more than 190 countries have so far ratified the Convention and millions of children around
the world have transformed their lives.19 However, the Convention is still not fully implemented and millions
of children including children with diverse sexual orientation and gender identity and expression (SOGIE)
continue to suffer violations of their rights in their schools, communities, and even in their homes.20,21 A
study in the Asia and the Pacific region reported that violence on the basis of SOGIE in education settings
is highly prevalent.22 The impact of violence on the basis of SOGIE in schools is profound, adversely affecting
mental and physical health and overall well-being, as well as educational performance and attainment.23 In
2015, twelve United Nations (UN) agencies jointly called for an end to violence and discrimination on the
basis of SOGIE and set out specific steps for the protection of individuals with diverse SOGIE.24
Cambodia ratified the Convention in October, 1992 allowing full protection of the rights of the child in
the country.25 Protection of the Rights of the Child has become one of the priorities in the government
agenda, and several policies and action plans have been developed to ensure that the rights of Cambodian
children are fulfilled. For instance, the Cambodia National Council for Children (CNCC) adopted, in 2014,
the “Guidelines for Applying Child Participation,” that provide opportunities for children to share their
views in decision-making process on matters affecting them.26 The Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC)
developed the “Action Plan to Prevent and Respond to Violence Against Children 2017-2021.”27 This plan
is a multi-sectoral action plan that requires different ministries to act together to protect children from
all forms of violence. The “Positive Parenting Strategy 2017-2021” was launched in 2017 and has been
implemented nationwide.28 Recently, two key documents were approved by the RGC – the “National Policy
on Child Protection System 2019-2029” and the “National action to prevention and respond to online
child sexual exploitation (OCSE AP) 2021-2025.” In 2015, the Cambodian Ministry of Education, Youth and
Sports (MOEYS), in partnership with non-governmental organizations (NGOs), conducted sensitivity training
for teachers to combat bullying of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Intersex and Queer (LGBTIQ) youth at
school.29 Two years later, a new “Life Skills” curriculum was developed by MOEYS that aims to address
LGBTIQ issues, sexual education and gender-based violence (GBV).30 This curriculum becomes part of the
mandatory curriculum in public schools and will be available nationwide by 2023. However, children with
diverse SOGIE, who are one of the most marginalized groups, have been neglected and their basic rights
have not been fulfilled.A survey conducted in 2015 revealed that 63% of respondents reported that students
UNICEF reports uneven progress in 30 years of child rights treaty [Internet]. [cited 2020 Sep 11]. Available from: https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1051541
20
UNICEF. For Every Child, Every Right : the Convention on the Rights of the Child at a crossroads [Internet]. 2019. 74 p. Available from: https://www.unicef.
org/sites/default/files/2019-11/Convention-rights-child-at-crossroads-2019_1.pdf
21
WHO.Violence against children [Internet]. Available from: https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-children
22
UNISCO. School-related violence and bullying on the basis of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity or Expression (SOGIE).
23
UNISCO. OUT IN THE OPEN: Education sector responses to violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity/expression.
24
ILO, OHCHR, UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCR, et al. Ending violence and discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people.
2015;1–2. Available from: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Discrimination/Joint_LGBTI_Statement_ENG.PDF
25
United Nations: Treaty Collection [Internet]. United Nations: Treaty Collection. [cited 2020 Sep 11]. Available from: https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=IV-11&chapter=4&lang=en
26
The implementation of the convention on the rights of the children in Cambodia 2008-2018
27
Action plan to prevent and respond to violence against children 2017-2021
28
Positive parenting strategy 2017-2021
29
UPR 2018 Factsheet – Cambodia SOGIESC-SRHR 3rd cycle universal periodic review
30
UPR 2018 Factsheet – Cambodia SOGIESC-SRHR 3rd cycle universal periodic review
19
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with diverse SOGIE experienced bullying during their time in school, and almost 94% of them felt the bullying
was partly or entirely because of their SOGIE.31 An informative study in late 2019 in Cambodia reported
that children with diverse SOGIE faced family rejection, school bullying, physical violence and negative
public portrayal.32 Unfortunately, awareness and knowledge about children with diverse SOGIE are limited
among policy makers and service providers including education staff, health professionals and civil society
organizations (CSOs) that work to protect the rights of the children.33
These challenges must be addressed in all settings – family, community and school – so children with
diverse SOGIE can fully participate in social life and their human rights can be fulfilled. This study explores
issues of children with diverse SOGIE, particularly focusing on school, family and community environments
in which they live, learn and play. The findings will contribute to policy formulation, intervention strategies
and in particular give some guidance for Save the Children International (SCI) and its partners in their
efforts to promote and protect the rights of children with diverse SOGIE.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
This study aims to address the following research questions:
1. How is the learning environment experienced by children with diverse SOGIE?
2. How can lessons on SOGIE be included in the learning for students in all grades – both within
and outside school? What methodology and teaching materials would be appropriate to use
for different grades/age groups?
3. How do the family members react when they learn that they have children with diverse SOGIE?
Are parents or caregivers able to discuss SOGIE with a child who shows non-conforming gender 		
expression? How do family members treat children with diverse SOGIE?
4. What kind of stigma and discrimination are children with diverse SOGIE subjected to?
5. How do children with diverse SOGIE experience stigma and discrimination? What are their 		
thoughts/feelings around the stigma and discrimination that they are subjected to, and how do they
deal with the discrimination they are subjected to?

SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This study focuses on children with diverse SOGIE and employs qualitative methods. Therefore, it does
not aim to generalize findings to statistical populations. Rather, the study aims to provide insights into the
perspectives of children with diverse SOGIE grounded in the specific environments in which they pursue their
schooling and socialization, as well as the perceptions of children with diverse SOGIE prevalent within those
environments. The study explores the challenges children with diverse SOGIE encounter in interactions
with their student peers, teachers, families and community members. Child protection mechanisms at
schools are also explored in this study.
UPR 2018 Factsheet – Cambodia SOGIESC-SRHR 3rd cycle universal periodic review
Save the Children, December 2019: The intersection of sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics (SOGIESC) rights and
children’s rights in Cambodia implications for programming
33
Save the Children, December 2019: The intersection of sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics (SOGIESC) rights and
children’s rights in Cambodia implications for programming
31
32
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METHOD
Setting
The selection of the districts for the study was based on instructions
from the SCI team. Originally, the SCI team recommended to conduct
interviews in two districts – Peamchor in Prey Veng province and Sreysnam in Siem Reap province. Interviews were extended to other areas
because only a few children with diverse SOGIE could be identified
for interviews in the two districts. Ultimately, four more areas were
included in the study – Krong Prey Veng in Prey Veng province, Kampong Tralach district in Kampong Chnang province, Srey Snam district
in Siem Reap province and Oraing Ov district in Kampong Cham province. Krong Prey Veng in Prey Veng
province was included as a result of snow ball sampling applied to recruit children with diverse SOGIE in
Peamchor district while the other districts were advised for inclusion by the SCI team.

Participants
Participants recruited for interviews included
All participating students were in junior
children with diverse SOGIE who were in school,
high school or high school
their classmates/school mates, leaders and members
of child clubs. By definition, a child is defined as a
43 participants
person below the age of 18 years, in accordance
with the UN Convention on the Rights
Children 14 - 19 years old
34
of the Child (UNCRC). Also, Cambodia’s Civil
(including SOGIE children)
Code defines children as persons under the age
of 18 years.35 In this study, a child is defined as a person whose age is up to 18 years according to
the “Save the Children Policy Paper on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and Expression
(SOGIE).”36 The research team decided to interview a male students who was 19 years old because
he was a child club leader. Participants also included teachers and school administrators in order to
explore how children with diverse SOGIE socialized and learned and to explore child protection
mechanism in school. Parents or guardians of children with diverse SOGIE were also interviewed,
as were neighbors and villagers, in order to explore their perceptions of and attitudes towards children
with diverse SOGIE. In addition, staff from local CSOs were interviewed to understand their work in the
areas where interviews took place (see Annex 1 for list of interviewees).

Participant recruitment
Children with diverse SOGIE were the main participants of the study and were the first to be recruited.
Children with diverse SOGIE were identified by CSO staff working in the selected districts, who were
instructed, by SCI staff, to identify children they perceived as gender nonconforming based on their behaviors.
Convention on the Rights of the Child
The Civil Code of Cambodia
36
Save the Children Policy Paper: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and Expression (SOGIE)
34
35
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After receiving instructions from the SCI coordinator, CSO staff worked with community networks, such
as leaders of child club, community-based social workers (CSW) and village volunteers (VV), to identify
the children. After the first few children were identified, CSO staff communicated back to the SCI
coordinator, who notified the research team. CSO staff then assisted the researcher and a research
assistant in arranging introductions and meetings with target participants for in-depth interviews (IDIs)
or focus group discussions (FGDs). The researcher continued to recruit children with diverse SOGIE using
a snowball sampling method while other participants were recruited using convenience sampling.
Identification of children with diverse SOGIE in the community was a difficult exercise due to the small
number of the children with diverse SOGIE, school closure as a result of COVID-19 outbreak, unknown
location of children with diverse SOGIE in different villages or communes, travel restrictions within
community due to the fears of COVID-19, and unavailability of phone numbers of children with diverse
SOGIE. As a result, the research team and CSO staff could not reach several of the children identified in
Peamchor district and Krong Prey Veng in Prey Veng province through snowball sampling.

Data collection
IDIs and FGDs were used to collect data from participants during the first, third and fourth week of
December, 2020. The first round of interviews was carried out face-to-face in Peamchor district and Krong
Prey Veng in Prey Veng province at homes of participants where safety and privacy of the interviews
could be guaranteed. For participants in other locations, interviews were conducted over telephone as
local authorities restricted outsiders coming into their areas due to the fears of a COVID-19 outbreak in
the community. Some parents/guardians were unable to attend an interview because they were busy at
the farm or market, but nonetheless provided verbal informed consent to their child’s participation in an
interview.There were 34 semi-structured interviews in total that involved 43 participants including 10 children
with diverse SOGIE. Two out of the 10 children were female students with diverse SOGIE. Interview
guides with probing questions were developed and approved by the SCI team for use in interviewing each
category of participant (see Annex 2 for interview guides). As discussions progressed, probing techniques
were applied to explore emerging themes or novel information. Data collection continued until data
saturation was achieved, meaning that IDIs/FGDs continued until no new conceptual ideas or themes
emerged that required further investigation.All IDIs and FGDs were hand-noted in Khmer and electronically
recorded for verification and clarification.

Data analysis
Data were analyzed by using thematic data analysis methods, which include familiarization with the collected data, coding, searching for themes, reviewing themes, defining and naming themes and producing
reports. After each interview, notes were reviewed to identify thematic ideas in need of further exploration
and assess level of data saturation. The first round of data analysis was conducted immediately after the
first round of data collection. The second round of data analysis took place in 3rd and 4th week of data
collection. Data coding and checking was performed twice to ensure reliability and validity. The researcher
then checked for any discrepancies and additional interviews were conducted to clear those discrepancies.
Some of the interview scripts were transcribed to facilitate data analysis and coding while other interviews
were reviewed over audio to ensure consistency and validity of data coding.
9
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ETHICAL CONSIDERATION
All participants including children with diverse SOGIE and their parents/guardians were provided a
thorough explanation of the purpose of study and the reasons they were recruited for the interview. They
were allowed to ask questions for clarification, to refuse to give answers to any questions they did not want
to answer, and to withdraw from the interview at any time they wished.They were guaranteed confidentiality
and that their interviews would be heard only by the interviewers. Questions relating to sexual violence were
not asked to children and participants during interviews.The principle of ‘Do No Harm’ was strictly followed.
Verbal informed consent was also acquired from each child/student prior to conducting interviews, in addition
to previously obtained consent from their parents/guardians. A female research assistant participated
in face-to-face interviews with children to ensure a safe and non-intimidating interview environment.

LIMITATIONS
The findings reported in this study have some limitations that need to be considered. First, all participants
except for three (one male student with diverse SOGIE and their parents) resided in areas where there
were local CSOs were implementing several activities. These included, but were not limited to, activities
addressing children’s rights, violence against women and children and positive parenting.These participants
may have been exposed to interventions that could influence their behaviors or knowledge to some extent.
However, interviews with the three participants not residing in areas where local CSOs were implementing
activities did not suggest any differences in behavior or knowledge when compared with the interviews
with participants in areas with interventions. Second, study took place amidst fear of COVID-19 outbreaks
in communities. As a result, all schools were closed and restrictions on entering communities were in place.
Meanwhile, phone contacts were unavailable for some of the students with diverse SOGIE. Nonetheless, the
research team managed to collect data until data saturation was reached. Unfortunately, only two female
students with diverse SOGIE were able to be identified for interviews. Findings could have been more
informative, or even different, had more female students with diverse SOGIE and more participants from
areas without interventions been interviewed.

TERMINOLOGY
There were discussions between the researcher and
key staff from SCI and its partners, including the
Child Right Coalition (CRC) and the RAINBOW
COMMUNITY KAMPUCHEA (ROCK), about
appropriate words to be used for children with
diverse SOGIE. The discussions did not result in the
identification of an appropriate word; therefore,
two terms are used in this report to identify
children with diverse SOGIE based on their
biological sex at birth. Male students/children with
diverse SOGIE was used to refer to a child with
10
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diverse SOGIE that had been assigned male at birth, and female students/children with diverse SOGIE were
used to refer to children with diverse SOGIE that had been assigned female at birth. ‘Children with diverse
SOGIE’ or ‘students with diverse SOGIE’ were used interchangeably in this report. The unspecified terms
‘student,’ ‘male student’ and ‘female student’ were used in this study to refer to gender conforming students.

FINDINGS
Data analysis categorized the findings into three main categories in line with the research questions –
school, family and community environment. In each category, themes that emerged from the data are
presented.

School Environment
There were mixed pictures of experiences of children with diverse SOGIE in school.They apparently enjoyed
their schooling and socializing in school despite acknowledging challenging experiences such as bullying,
discrimination and violence.

Socialization
Socialization in this report refers to the ability of students with diverse SOGIE to communicate, play, walk
and getting along with other students or teachers in school. Data suggested that male students with diverse SOGIE preferred socializing with female students and those who had similar characteristics. They reported communicating and playing well with female students and preferred sitting next to female students
in class. This preference for female students was also confirmed by their classmates, parents, neighbors and
teachers who participated in interviews and FGDs. When asked for reasons why they tended to avoid socializing with male students, male students with diverse SOGIE mentioned their distaste for some behaviors
exhibited by male students. These behaviors included the use of force resulting in pain during play time and
the intentional and unwanted touching of parts of their body.
I never walk and play with male students. I sit in the class next to a female student. Male students
play using strong hand and hurting me. A male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 9

I have a friend who is a male student with diverse SOGIE. He does not socialize well with male
students because they intentionally behave inappropriately during playtime like embracing him,
touching his thighs, abdomen or buttock. A male student in Grade 9
Female students with diverse SOGIE revealed a more ambiguous picture. A female student with diverse
SOGIE preferred socializing with female students and sitting next to a female student in class. She indicated
that she did not like male students because some of them were impolite and disrespectful.
Yes, I like to walk with female students at school. I never walk with male students. I don’t know
why I don’t like them. I don’t hate them but just don’t like them. Female student with
diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
11
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In contrast, another female student with diverse SOGIE described that she preferred socializing and playing
with male students because she did not like the softness of female students as it showed weakness. She
played football with boy students and represented her school in three football matches at a sporting event
in the provincial town.
Girls are usually soft unlike boys. People also said girls are soft and can’t do anything, unlike
boys.When they have a small problem, girls are easily get depressed.Therefore, if I continue to
be a girl, it’s impossible to be firm. Female student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
Students and teachers perceived that some of the behaviors of students with diverse SOGIE were
problematic for socialization at school for both male and female students. These behaviors included
unintentionally or intentionally touching parts of the body, embracing or kissing. Some students reported
that these behaviors were “beyond the limit” during playtime.

I feel uncomfortable when he [a male student with diverse SOGIE] plays beyond the limit. His
sex is still a male though his behaviors are female. Female student in Grade 11
A class teacher also reported some inappropriate behaviors of students with diverse SOGIE that could
affect school socialization.
He is talkative and loud in class. Some students react with words like ‘stop being so loud’, and
then he reacts back to them louder, with ‘Ot teus kbal ana te (I don’t touch your head??]’. But this
appears to be play as it happens frequently in class. Teacher – Junior High School

Bullying and discrimination
When asked about bullying and discrimination against students with diverse SOGIE, participants, including
students with diverse SOGIE themselves, expressed that these problems did not exist in school. However, as
interviews went deeper and applied probing techniques, their descriptions indicated that bullying, discrimination and some forms of violence on the basis of SOGIE were prevalent in school setting. The problems
did not explicitly attract attention and, apparently, were not so sensitive that students and teachers, as well
as students with diverse SOGIE, felt they mattered to them much in school.
There is no discrimination on the basis of SOGIE in the class. He [SOGIE student]
is not shy or shameful. Female teacher – Junior High School
There is no discrimination on the basis of SOGIE at the present.There are a lot of people these
characters, even on social media like Facebook. Male teacher – High School

12
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I communicate with people normally though some people like me and some don’t like me in
my class and school. It’s normal. Maybe a few classmates don’t like me. For whole school, some
people still don’t like me.When they see me walking near them, they laugh at me.
		
Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 11
Bullying and discrimination against students with diverse SOGIE took several forms that included dislike,
hate, de-socialization and use of insulting words such as ‘Ah Khteuy’ or ‘Mi Khteuy’ according to
participants’ descriptions. These words were sensitive or unacceptable to students with diverse SOGIE and
their family. They felt insulted and angry when people used these words with derogatory intent towards
them, though they tended to be less sensitive when their close friend used them playfully or occasionally.
Yes, I was bullied because I had a different character and they called me ‘Ah Jeck’ or ‘Ah Khteuy’.
Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 11

Yes, they [students] hate 3rd gender (Phet Ty Bei).They don’t like me and they call me ‘Ah Khteuy’.
		

Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 8

I’m socialized well with female students. Most male students are impolite and they don’t like me
		
and they insult me ‘Ah Khteuy’. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 7
A male student with diverse SOGIE in grade 8 was asked if he dared to walk past a group of male students
in school and replied that he dared not. He was afraid that they would laugh at or called him ‘Ah Khteuy’ or
tease him because of his gender non-conformity despite having reported that there was no discrimination
at school on the basis of SOGIE.
Interviewer:
Interviewee:
Interviewer:
Interviewee:

What about students in school? Do they discriminate you?
No, they don’t discriminate me.
Dare you walk across a group of male students?
No, I dare not. I’m afraid they would tease and laugh at me. I experienced this.

A female student with diverse SOGIE described that boy students disliked and discriminated against her
because she tried to prevent boy students from exhibiting inappropriate behavior towards her female
friends, such as intentional and unwanted touching body parts or hurting her female friends. She also
mentioned that some boy students were impolite and disrespectful, used insulting the word ‘Mi Khteuy,’ and
told female students not to walk and play with her. They spread rumors and accused her of loving girl students
in school. Teasing or mocking was common towards students with diverse SOGIE in school. A common
theme for teasing was around their choice of future partner and who would be expected to create a family
with them. For instance, a female student with diverse SOGIE described that her friends were teasing, some
even mocking, her every day about whether she would have a husband or a wife in the future.
13
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It is every day at school that my friends tease me about a husband or a wife I will have in the
future. If they are my close friends, they don’t say this frequently because they are afraid that
I will be upset. Female student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
In an interview with a teacher who taught in a junior high school, the teacher also teased her male student
with diverse SOGIE about their choice of future partner with whom he would form a family.
Ah L [name calling], will you have a husband or a wife when you grow up?
A Female teacher – Junior High School
School bullying have had some negative impacts on students with diverse SOGIE. Some students with
diverse SOGIE preferred to stay behind in the classroom during recess as a result of bullying or otherwise
discriminatory environment. This would discourage students with diverse SOGIE, and limit their participation
in school-related activities such as socialization or playtime during session break.
I think it [bullying/discrimination] is a problem because it can make people who have such behaviors stay
quiet in class and not want to get out of class during break time. It can discourage people who have these
		behaviors. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 11

Coping with challenges in school
The most common strategy described by students with diverse SOGIE to cope with bullying and discrimination in school was to keep quiet and avoid confrontation. Some of them expressed anger toward the
bullying but did nothing other than be quiet. Some expressed a sense of powerless to respond to the people
bullying them.
They [boy students] called me Ah Khteuy. I just stayed quiet and read a book at my table.
I ignored it but I was angry inside. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 7
They [boy students] called me ‘Ah Khteuy’ at school. I did not know what to do with them
because I could not close their mouth. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 10
Teachers and school masters instructed all students to report any forms of bullying and discrimination to them
so that they could take action. The schools had mechanisms to solve problems or disputes among students,
such as child and youth councils with mandates to address any issues related to violence or bullying in
school. In practice, students first report any bullying or violence to the class teacher. If the case was not
resolved, the class teacher could bring it to school master. The school master could summon the students
involved in an incident to his or her office. Usually, severe cases were solved at this level. The school master
could also invite parents to jointly solve a problem or dispute, if needed. When a solution was reached, the
students involved in the incident would sign an agreement. As a last resort, the school master could contact
the local police in case that the violence was severe. But involvement of the local police was extremely rare
as severe cases were usually solved by school master.
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LIVE AND LEARN

CHILDREN WITH DIVERSE SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND
GENDER IDENTITY/EXPRESSION (SOGIE) IN CAMBODIA

If there is any quarrel or violence, first we give advice to stop, then we get all parties involved in the
problem to sign agreement to avoid revenge and hate and to maintain friendship. If the case is severe
or does not stop, we invite parents. If it is very severe with weapons such as stick or knife, we call local
police. But we never have very severe case. School master – Junior High School
Despite these practices, reporting of bullying by students with diverse SOGIE to teachers or school
masters was rare. Students with diverse SOGIE perceived that the problem was small and
normal to them. Some described that reporting of bullying or violence against them could make a
small problem to become bigger and more complicated. Some even mentioned that they wanted
to avoid further problems due to fears of possible consequences outside school.
It was normal and I was just quiet.Teachers told students to report it [any forms of
bullying/discrimination]. But I did not let them know because I did not want to make the
problem bigger. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 9
No, I don’t seek any support. I fear and don’t talk to teacher. I’m afraid that it is ok in school; but
outside school it can be worse after I report. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 11

Lessons on SOGIE
Students with diverse SOGIE, like other students, learned different
subjects in school according to the national curriculum established
by the MOEYS.There were no specific lessons on SOGIE taught in
school or outside school. Lessons on gender, reproductive health,
child rights, morality, anti-discrimination and life skills etc. were
integrated into the national curriculum at various school grades.
A teacher who taught lessons on gender described that the lessons
focused on the role and responsibilities of men and women, meaning the lessons focused on what men and
women should do and how they should behave according to Khmer tradition and culture.
I teach morality subject that include living, attitude, behaviors, walking and sleeping etc. It is about
how a man and a woman should behave, like the code of conduct for men and for women.
For example, men should perform heavy duty such collecting water or other work that
require strength. A Teacher – Junior High School
Teachers, students, staff from local CSOs and child club leaders expressed interest in integrating lessons on
children with diverse SOGIE in school. They also agreed that the lessons should also be available outside
school, such as in child clubs. They felt that the lessons should start at the junior high school level in grades
7 to 9, or when students turned 13-18 years old. Some of them mentioned that younger students in primary
school might not understand or care about the lessons.
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From my understanding, lessons on children with diverse SOGIE should be
taught from the age of 15 years up. Child Support Group Leader

Lessons on children with diverse SOGIE should be integrated from grade 8 because students at lower
grades are too young and they don’t understand them. Teacher – High School
When asked for the reasons for supporting an integration of lessons on children with diverse SOGIE in
school or in the community, participants described both advantages and disadvantages. The advantages of
the lessons included improved knowledge among students with diverse SOGIE so that they would understand more about themselves. The lessons would help raise awareness and knowledge about children with
diverse SOGIE among the general student population and the public so that stigma and discrimination on
the basis of SOGIE could be prevented.
I think it is good that MOEYS has lessons on SOGIE at school.The lessons will improve people’s
knowledge about children with diverse SOGIE and then they will not discriminate against people like me.
Female student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
The advantages are that we want people with this character [people with diverse SOGIE] to know
clearly about themselves so that they don’t feel they are under pressure from anyone.
Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
The disadvantage most commonly described by participants was that the lessons would encourage children
to become gender nonconforming.
I don’t think it is good to have lessons on SOGIE in school because the lessons can promote
students to become children with diverse SOGIE. Male student in Grade 9
For disadvantages, some students who don’t know clearly may follow the lessons [and
become SOGIE]. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
A teacher in a junior high school perceived that the lessons could help support students with diverse SOGIE
to behave according to traditional gender norms and prevent other students from becoming gender nonconforming and harming themselves.
There should be lessons on children with diverse SOGIE in school to prevent students from becoming
transgender because this is not good and can be dangerous. If she is a trans boy, she would walk
with boys.This can be dangerous. Teacher – Junior High School
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Family Environment
Interviews were conducted with parents and guardians to explore family environments in relation to socialization and challenges children with diverse SOGIE might experience in their daily life. Data revealed that
children with diverse SOGIE experienced some challenges including physical and psychological violence in
the family, but that the children and their parents/guardians did not consider these challenges serious, and
that families generally remained together.

Fixing gender non-conformity
Parents/guardians described that their children with diverse SOGIE began exhibiting behaviors that did not
conform to gender expectations at a young age (generally around 4-5 years old), and that these behaviors became more visible as they grew up. For instance, they enjoyed materials not traditionally assigned
to their biological sex – boys liked female clothing such as their mothers’ robes, bras, shoes and makeup,
while girls liked men’s shoes and clothes. Parents and guardians universally wanted their children to behave
according to the sex they were assigned at birth when confronted with gender nonconforming behaviors.
This sentiment was shared by other family members, who often joined the parents in pushing the children
to change nonconforming behaviors.
I told him not to use female dresses because he is a boy. He should behave like a boy because he
was born as a boy. I complain about his behaviors every day because I’m afraid that it will be too
late to change him. Grandmother of a male student with diverse SOGIE
For me, I don’t want to see him like this [man with nonconforming behaviors].
I want him to be a man. Father of a student with diverse SOGIE
Children with diverse SOGIE also described their parents/guardians, family members and relatives trying to
‘fix’ their nonconforming behavior; something they considered impossible because they considered it their
natural behavior.
My mother told me not to do this [male behaviors]. She told me that I was born as a girl but
I could not be as gentle as other girls. She did not want me to behave like a man because it is
not good to see. Female student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
My older sister told me not to use lipstick because it looks shameful. My cousins also
told me not to behave as such because it would spoil our family [Khouch Pouch Os Hoey].
				Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 9
At the beginning, my parents noticed my character and kept telling me not to behave that way.
They told me I had to be strong. But I cannot do that because it is my natural behaviors.
		Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 11
In addition to family members and close relatives, teachers also tried to ‘fix’ their gender nonconforming
behaviors, as described in the quote below:
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I keep trying to change his behaviors. I want him to become a man.The school master
also told him to change to be a man because man is good and easy to get a job.
					A Teacher – Junior High School
Constant desire by parents and guardians to ‘fix’ gender nonconforming behaviors could emotionally
and mentally affect children with diverse SOGIE. The children mentioned that they were annoyed and felt
stress at the prospect of challenge their parents and guardians. They felt that their parents and guardians
did not understand them. They felt pity toward themselves because they felt different from other children
and constantly under pressures to change their natural behaviors. The constant complains to ‘fix’ the
nonconforming behaviors felt limiting to children with diverse SOGIE. For instance, children with diverse
SOGIE often wore clothes they did not like, or avoided wearing dresses (for those assigned male at birth)
in public, just to avoid complaints about their gender nonconformity.
Yes, my uncle keeps telling me not to behave this way. But I don’t know what to do, it is from
nature. I was upset sometimes and walked out for one or two hours to play at my grandmother’s
		house. Male student with SOGIE in Grade 9
I think that he [father] does not understand me. I feel sometimes unhappy and angry with me that I was born
different from others. But I think it takes time for him to understand me. Male student with SOGIE in Grade 12

Discrimination and violence
Parents/guardians and family members expressed displeasure or shamefulness at having a child with diverse
SOGIE. Some also expressed feeling of pity toward their children when they realized that their children
had gender nonconforming behaviors. Some parents/guardian described reacting aggressively, for example
beating and insulting their children, when they were young in response to gender nonconforming behaviors.
Before, it felt very difficult that I had such a child. I felt pity for him. Sometimes I was so angry
and I beat him. I told him to stop such behaviors. He took my clothes and wore them and wore
a long hair.When I saw this, I slapped him. I told him not to do as such.
		Mother of a male student with diverse SOGIE
I really dislike his behaviors. He is a boy but his character is that of a girl. I am so angry because
I do not know what to do. I beat him sometimes. Aunt of a male student with diverse SOGIE
A female student with diverse SOGIE explained that her older sister always troubled her due to her gender
nonconforming behaviors. She mentioned that her sister always complained about her behaviors and
pushed her to change them whenever she met her.
My older sister usually troubles me. She does not want me to be like this. She said that other
girls who go to school like me are put together and look beautiful. By looking at my younger
sister, she is like a boy. Female student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
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In an interview, a father reacted strongly against the gender nonconformity of his male child with diverse
SOGIE. He mentioned that his child could only dress or behave like a girl in the house. He would not
tolerate such behavior or use of female clothes in public because this could affect the family’s reputation.
He warned that he would kick his child if he dare to do as such.
I want him to be a man because he was borne as a boy. I do not like to see him dressing in female and
walking out with behaviors like a female. I will kick him. Father of a male student with diverse SOGIE

Coping with challenges in family
Children with diverse SOGIE commonly kept quiet in response to complaints or violence from their parents
or guardians aimed at ‘fixing’ their gender non-conforming behaviors.They reported that they just ignored
the complaints because they did not know what to do and sometimes managed to distance from the complaining environment.
Sometimes my parents complained about my non-conforming behaviors and wanted me to
change. I was just quiet. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 10
Another coping mechanism used by children with diverse SOGIE was to limit the outward appearance of
their SOGIE by avoiding expressing their gender identity. For instance, male children with diverse SOGIE
tried to dress in male clothing, though they did not look like boys. Some reported only wearing makeup at
night.
I curse and swear him sometimes because I do not want him to use female dresses. Now
he uses female clothes only at night because I threaten to beat him [not use them in the
day time]. Grandmother guardian of a male student with diverse SOGIE

Hiding sexual orientation
All interviews were concluded by giving an opportunity to participants to make suggestions or comments,
or to express ideas or hidden feelings that they did not mention during the interviews. Four of the students
with diverse SOGIE chose to speak about their sexual desires or romantic interests.Two male students with
diverse SOGIE (one was 16 years old and another one was 18 years old) mentioned that they loved boys,
but they kept it secret because they felt that it was not yet a good time to discuss this with their parents or
to disclose this to others. They feared that their parents would be angry or would not accept it.
I love boys (same sex). Nevertheless, I dare not tell my parents because my father and older sister
used to tell me that I must not do that. I will keep this secret until I finish grade 12 and I can find a
real partner. Male student with diverse SOGIE aged 18 years in Grade 12
One male student with diverse SOGIE even asked if it was wrong to love another boy.
I have a secret. It is about same sex love. I love a real boy. Is it wrong? I mean ‘Man loves
man’ is wrong? Male student with diverse SOGIE aged 16 years in Grade 9
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Similarly, the two female students with diverse SOGIE interviewed, both aged 18 years, expressed that they
loved girls; but they could not discuss this with their parents or guardians due to feelings of shame or fears
of rejection.
Actually, I love real girls. It is my secret and I dare not to talk about this.
Female student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12

If you want me to choose now, i will choose girls. I mean, i love girls.
		
Female student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12

Family and future concerns
Only one male student with diverse SOGIE interviewed lived with both their father and mother at the time
of fieldwork. The rest of them lived with a single parent or grandmothers because their parents had died
or migrated to work in Phnom Penh or Thailand. One male student with diverse SOGIE expressed that
he wanted to stop schooling because his family could not afford it. He never knew his father because he
died when he was very young. At the time of fieldwork, he lived with his single mother, who was a farmer.
Another SOGIE girl who was living with a grandmother had dropped out of school, but has since returned
following the intervention of a local CSO operating in her area. Now, she has finished high school and
wishes to continue her studies.
Her [a female student with diverse SOGIE] mother died and her father had a new wife. Since then, she
has lived with her old grandmother. She felt lonely, desperate and unsupported; and she dropped school a
couple of months later.When we [CSO staff] knew about her, we worked with her and supported her back
		to school. A Female Community Social Worker of CSO
Parents and guardians expressed concerns about the future of their children with diverse SOGIE. Some
male students with diverse SOGIE and their parents/guardians wanted vocational training, for example at
a salon or in hairdressing, makeup or nail art. One female student with diverse SOGIE expressed her desire
to pursue her study at university after she graduated from high school. She thought about looking for a
part-time job to sponsor her studies when she moved to study in a university in Phnom Penh. Parents and
guardians expressed a desire for support to ensure that their children would have a good future.
I suggest to organizations to support my child to have a higher education. I want him
to finish high school. Mother of male student with diverse SOGIE
I want him to continue his study and have vocational training but I don’t have the ability to support him.
He likes wedding decoration/embellishment. Parents of male student with diverse SOGIE

Supportiveness
Children with diverse SOGIE appeared to be helpful and supportive to their families while they experienced
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some challenges and limitations their family environments as illustrated above. All participants interviewed,
including parents/guardian and neighbors, described children with diverse SOGIE as helpful to their families
and highlighted that they did not spend time with friends after school.They usually stayed home and helped
their parents with chores or the family small business. Parents and neighbors expressed appreciation for
their obedience and the support they provide to their families.
He helps me to do house chores and to make money. He is a thoughtful person.
I’m so proud of him. Mother of a male student with diverse SOGIE
He never brings his mother any difficulty. He is very obedient and listens to his mother.
His mother is happy. Neighbor of a male student with diverse SOGIE

He is a good kid. He is not violent and does not get involved in the use of drugs. He is now
helping me to dry harvested rice and store it in the rice barn. He does house chores like
washing dishes and cooking. Grandmother of male student with diverse SOGIE

Community Environment
The community environment was explored to understand community attitudes and reactions to children
with diverse SOGIE and their families. Neighbors and villagers were interviewed individually or in groups
(i.e. FGDs). When asked about their feelings towards children with diverse SOGIE and their families, villagers and neighbors described that they had normal communications and relationships with them, while
children with diverse SOGIE and their parents/guardians described some challenges.

Stigma and discrimination
Villagers stated that they did not stigmatize or discriminate against children with diverse SOGIE and their
families, and felt that they had normal communications and relationships with them. They liked teasing
the children in a playful manner. But interviews with the children and their parents/guardian revealed that
stigma and discrimination on the basis of SOGIE were challenging issues for them to some extent, though
these challenges did not pose a major obstacle to their socialization and communication, and did not limit their movements in the community. Both children with diverse SOGIE and their parents/guardians mentioned
that some villagers did not like them and gossiped about them and their families. They also described how
some villagers laughed at children with diverse SOGIE and sometimes used the insult ‘Ah Khteuy’.
Some like me but some don’t because I have a different character.They used to
talk to one another about my character that are different from others.
Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 9
Sometimes people in the village laugh at me, especially when they are in a group.When they see me
walking nearby, they laughed at me and shout at me ‘Ah Khteuy’ why do you behave as such? You
spoiled all men [Khoch Pouch Pros Os Hoey]’. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 11
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A male student with diverse SOGIE described that some villagers did not want him to visit their house
because they were afraid that their children would copy his gender nonconforming behaviors and become
a child with diverse SOGIE, which would spoil their children and family.
Because I have these [non-conforming] behaviors and characters.They [some villagers] are afraid
that their children may copy me and spoil their family when I come to their house.
Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 9
In an interview with a female student with diverse SOGIE, she described that the villagers were friendly to
her because she behaved well in the village by being friendly to them and not driving a motorbike too fast
in the village. According to her, driving fast in the village was viewed by the villagers as bad and associated
with being a gangster. However, she acknowledged that some villagers did frequently tease her and mock
her by asking her if she would have a husband or wife in the future.
Some sellers tease me playfully or seriously when I come back from school and buy something
to make food.They ask me ‘will you get a wife or a husband in the future?’They frequently tease
me about this. Female students with diverse SOGIE in Grade 12
Parents and guardians expressed that they were unhappy or felt shame when villagers used the word ‘Ah
Khteuy’ to label their nonconforming children or gossiped about their children with diverse SOGIE.
I’m upset to hear this word [Ah Khteuy]. People gossip about him [child with diverse SOGIE]
but I just walked past them. Mother of a male student with diverse SOGIE
I felt shame when villagers joked and teased me that my nephew had
girly behaviors. Aunt of a male student with diverse SOGIE

Coping with challenges in the community
The strategy most commonly described by children with diverse SOGIE and their family members to cope
with any form of stigma and discrimination was to keep quiet and stay away from discriminatory scene to
avoid confrontation. They mentioned that they were used to these problems and appeared to normalize
them, but nonetheless stated that they were upset or unhappy with these discriminatory gestures in the
community.They did not seek any support from authorities because they did not consider it serious enough
to do so.
I am just quiet and walk away. I feel disappointed in myself and also in them.Why do I have this?
It is ok because it’s my nature. Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 10
I don’t seek any support from the village head. I think it is normal because they are
just saying [I have a gender non-conforming child] when they see people like me.
Male student with diverse SOGIE in Grade 11
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Besides keeping quiet or maintaining distance, some family members reacted softly to villagers who
expressed sympathy for their children. This strategy was employed when villagers approached parents to
discuss the nonconforming behaviors of their children in a friendly or respectful manner.The following is an
interview abstract of a reaction by the mother of a student with diverse SOGIE who experienced stigma
and discrimination in her community.Villagers speculated that her child was Khteuy.
Interviewer: What is your reaction?
Participant: I said yes, I don’t know what to do.This is what he is and I can’t change him. Let it go.
		
Every parent wants their children to be good. But I’m not angry with them and quarrel them.

Local interventions
There were child rights CSOs (WOMEN and CCYMCR) operating in the areas where interviews took place.
These CSOs worked closely with local authorities and the communities to promote children’s rights, child
protection, positive parenting, and to reduce violence again children. These CSOs worked to strengthen
existing community-based systems to improve knowledge on children’s rights and respond to violence against
children. They trained members of the commune council, including members of the commune committee
for women and children (CCWC) and village volunteers (VV), to support community-based education, and
community social workers (CSW) to assist in responding to violence and providing social supports.
We have worked in this district since, I think, 2014.We work to strengthen the existing
systems in the commune to promote positive parenting and respond to any forms of
domestic violence and violence against children.We have set up community teams to
educate people and to respond to violence.We train them to work.
Female Project Officer, WOMEN Organization
I promote messages and train children about child rights, violence against children, child labor etc…
I also train parents about positive parenting. Female Village Volunteer in Srey Snom, Siem Reap
Students also confirmed that there were local CSOs operating in their community to promote children’s
rights and child protection.
There are many NGOs working in my area.They work on gender issues, violence against children
and life skills, such as life goal.They sometimes come to train students in school. There is a class in
			
school for NGO activities. Female student in Grade 11
Despite their significant work with children, these CSOs had very limited knowledge about children with
diverse SOGIE. They explained that the topic on children with diverse SOGIE was new to them. They were
open to the idea of integrating lessons on SOGIE in school or outside school, such as positive parenting.
There are no lessons on SOGIE. I do not know much about SOGIE. I have worked on child
issues in general. It is good if we have these lessons in school or outside school.
		Female Project Officer, WOMEN Organization
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DISCUSSION
This study explores the life experiences of children with diverse SOGIE in different environments – school,
family and community – to which they were exposed. Data suggest that children with diverse SOGIE
experienced stigma, bullying, discrimination, verbal harassment, and some forms of violence (physical and
psychological violence), but were nonetheless able to socialize and learn in school, live with their families,
and commute within their community.

School environment
School is an institution where children, including gender non-conforming children, undergo the social
learning to make them socially competent; and characteristics of teachers and students all influence
the learning process of students.37 This vision cannot be achieved unless the school environment is safe,
non-discriminatory and free of bullying for all students. Such a supporting environment was not yet
established in the schools that participated in this study. Though students with diverse SOGIE, who gave
interviews, were able to learn and socialize in the school, they experienced bullying, discrimination, verbal
and physical harassment and violence, including physical and psychological violence. Such challenges were
also reported in a previous study conducted by the Cambodian Center for Human Rights in 2015.38 The
perpetrators were students and teachers in school. Common negative attitudes and behaviors in school

37
38

Socialization in the Schooling Process; https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/robsonsoced/chapter/__unknown__-6/
CCHR, December 2015: LGBT Bullying in Cambodia’s Schools
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described by students with diverse SOGIE were dislike, de-socialization and physical hurting as a result of
gender nonconformity. Participants in this study reported use of derogatory terms against people with
gender nonconforming behaviors. In particular, LGBT people reported that ‘Ah Khteuy’ and ‘Mi Khteuy’
were the most troublesome to them, and conveyed the lower social status assigned to them.39 Cambodia
values the binary gender norm of male/masculine and female/feminine.This norm underlies the expectation
that a man must be masculine and a woman must be feminine, or that a man must like and be sexually
attracted to women and vice versa. These norms are further strengthened in public schools across the
nation as part of national school curriculum. For instance, lessons on gender introduced in grade 6 and 10
clearly delineate the roles and responsibilities of boys and girls in the family, the community and society,
and exclude children with diverse SOGIE.40,41 This is among the reasons why people who do not conform
traditional gender norms and expectations are subjected to stigma, discrimination and violence.42 Studies
from other countries in the region also reported that gender non-conforming behaviors drove violence
against people with diverse SOGIE.43
Besides binary gender norms, knowledge about SOGIE was so limited among students, school teachers
and administrators that they could not comprehensively recognize some forms of school-related bullying,
discrimination and violence. As a result, they perceived that the problems they experienced were less prominent and normal. School bullying is a type of violence and can involve physical bullying, psychological bullying, including verbal bullying such as unwanted teasing, and social or relational bullying such as gossiping
and the spreading of rumors.44,45 Education on school-related violence and bullying on the basis of SOGIE
could help people to recognize the scope and scale of the problem in school and to establish a reliable and
trustworthy mechanism to report incidences and tackle them so that schools can be a safe environment
for all students, including students with diverse SOGIE.
This is particularly important as although a system exists to protect students from bullying and violence
in school, students with diverse SOGIE rarely use it. Instead, they choose to stay quiet in the face of these
challenges because they do not want to make the problem bigger or more complicated, and fear that they
might face consequences outside of school if they report them. This suggests that the safety net to protect
students with diverse SOGIE from bullying, discrimination and violence is ineffective. Being quiet in the face
of of bullying and violence was also reported in a previous study by the Cambodian Center for Human
Rights that explored bullying on the basis of SOGIE in school.46 Without a safety network to protect them,
children with diverse SOGIE were powerless to stand up against bullying and violence, as exemplified in the
interview in which a student said that they could not shut the mouth of people who called them ‘Ah
Khteuy’. These factors create an environment in which bullying, discrimination and violence on the basis of
SOGIE are tolerated.

TNS & RoCK December 2015: Opinions Attitudes and Behavior toward the LGBT Population in Cambodia
MOEYS 2013: Life Skill Education on Sexual and Reproductive Health for Grade 5-6
41
MOEYS 2013: Life Skill Education on Sexual and Reproductive Health for Grade 10-11
42
CCHR, December 2010: Coming Out in the Kingdom - Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender People in Cambodia.
43
UNESCO, 2018: School-related violence and bullying on the basis of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity or Expression (SOGIE): Synthesis Report on
China, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam
44
What Is Bullying? https://www.stopbullying.gov/bullying/what-is-bullying/
45
UNESCO 2016: Out In The Open - Education sector responses to violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity/expression
46
CCHR, December 2015: LGBT Bullying in Cambodia’s Schools
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While participants were open to integrating lessons on SOGIE in school and in the community, they
misunderstood the intent of the lessons. Their perception was that the lessons might encourage students
to become children with diverse SOGIE, which is incorrect and needs to be clarified, particularly as studies
have indicated that factors that contribute to gender non-conformity in childhood are mainly genetic.47
Furthermore, the lessons can be embedded across a range of school grades, even in primary school.48 In
addition, the goal of inclusion of lessons on SOGIE in education is for everyone to feel safe, valued, and
respected and to understand the diversity of the society in which individuals live.49,50 The MOEYS developed
a new “Life Skills” curriculum in 2017 in collaboration with CSOs. This curriculum is for grades 5 to 12
and offers inclusive instructions on comprehensive sexual education that included issues about SOGIE,
gender-based violence, safe sex, self-determined romantic relations and non-discrimination of nonconforming
people.51,52 This curriculum could be an entry point to help improve knowledge and reduce bullying and
discrimination on the basis of SOGIE in the school environment.
This study did not explore the impacts of school bullying, discrimination and violence on the health and
wellbeing of children with diverse SOGIE, but studies around the world report that bullying and violence
in school affect students with diverse SOGIE emotionally and psychosocially.53 For example, same- or
both-sex attracted students in New Zealand were found to be two to three times more likely to suffer from
symptoms of depression than opposite-sex attracted students.54 In Thailand, being bullied due to perceived
gender nonconformity status was associated with a higher risk of depression, unauthorized absence from
school, unprotected sex and attempted suicide.55 The consequences of bullying or violence based on SOGIE
are also long-term, negatively affecting children’s academic performance and attainment, and having a
profound impact on students’ future economic opportunities and employment.56

Family environment
Cambodians’ concern about children with diverse SOGIE damaging the reputation of the family in the
community came up repeatedly in the study. This is because Cambodians highly value traditional binary
gender norms (masculine and feminine), which are in fact a root cause of stigma, discrimination and violence
against gender nonconforming people.57 This study found similar motivations for family behaviors towards
children with diverse SOGIE. Due to fears of damaging the family’s reputation and shame, parents and
guardians tried to change or ‘fix’ the gender nonconforming behaviors of their children. Though ‘fixing’
gender nonconforming behaviors is not a new phenomenon and is observed elsewhere in the world, it is a
harmful practice to children.58 In some cultures, aggressive methods such as corrective rape have been used
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 2000,Vol. 78, No. 3, 524-536: Genetic and Environmental Influences on Sexual Orientation and Its Correlates in
an Australian Twin Sample
48
GroundSpark, 2008: ‘It’s Elementary’ Talking About Gay Issues In School https://www.groundspark.org/download/IE_Guide_08_Final.pdf
49
British Columbia: What does it mean to have SOGI addressed in the curriculum? - https://bc.sogieducation.org/sogi3#elementary-lesson-plans
50
GroundSpark, 2008: It’s elementary talking about gay issue in school https://www.groundspark.org/download/IE_Guide_08_Final.pdf
51
The Phnom Penh Post, 2017: ‘Life Skills’ course in the works, https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/life-skills-course-works-1
52
UPR 2018 FACTSHEET – Cambodia 3rd CYCLE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW Social discrimination against LGBTIQ people
53
Effect of bullying - https://www.stopbullying.gov/bullying/effects
54
UNESCO, 2015: From Insult to Inclusion
55
Mahidol University, Plan International and UNESCO Bangkok, 2014: Bullying targeting secondary school students who are or are perceived to be transgender or same-sex attracted: Types, prevalence, impact, motivation and preventative measures in 5 provinces of Thailand.
56
UNESCO, 2018: School-related violence and bullying on the basis of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity or Expression (SOGIE) - Synthesis Report on
China, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam
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to ‘fix’ the gender nonconforming behavior.59 This is a serious mistake. According to the American Psychiatric and Psychological Associations, sexual orientation and gender identity are inherent aspects of people’s
identity and attempts to change this are both ineffective and extremely harmful.60 This knowledge was not
available in the study settings because parents/guardians and school teachers wanted to ‘fix’ the gender
nonconformity of children with diverse SOGIE to align with the binary gender norms widely accepted in the
community. This knowledge gap should be bridged urgently through community awareness and education
programs, especially for parents and guardians, to avoid further damage to children with diverse SOGIE.
Issues related to sexual orientation or romantic interests were not discussed with children with diverse
SOGIE due to research ethics, though four students shared the romantic preferences in the last section
of their interviews. According to these students, “Coming out,” or telling family members or others that
they are or might be sexually attracted to the same sex, was impossible. They were fearful of rejection or
unacceptance by family members, being shamed, and disgracing their families. This was similar to other
gender nonconforming people, such as LGBT persons, who reported barriers to coming out that included
fears of discrimination, judgement, bullying, verbal harassment, hurting of family and shamefulness.61
Coming out is a process, not a one-time thing, and depends on the situation. Often children with diverse
SOGIE need to recognize their sexual orientation and begin to accept it before they can choose to tell
their families, friends, and people in their communities.62 Many students could benefit in this respect from
comprehensive sexuality education that is defined as a curriculum-based process of teaching and learning
about the cognitive, emotional, physical and social aspects of sexuality. It aims to equip children and young
people with knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that will empower them to: realize their health, well-being and dignity; develop respectful social and sexual relationships; consider how their choices affect their
own well-being and that of others; and, understand and ensure the protection of their rights throughout
their lives.63

Community environment
Stigma, discrimination and verbal harassment against children with diverse SOGIE remained problems for
the children and their families, even though community behaviors were not physically aggressive toward
them. Another study reported a similar finding and reasoned that Buddhists, who are predominant in
Cambodia, do not usually react aggressively to gender nonconforming people.64 Such societal tolerance
could create an tendency for children with diverse SOGIE, their families, schools and communities to stay
calm when face with these problems, to ignore or normalize them, or to accept them unconsciously.
While the binary gender norm in the Cambodian context is a key driver of stigma and discrimination
on the basis of SOGIE in the community, limited knowledge about children with diverse SOGIE among
community members and ineffective protection mechanisms in the community further normalize these
problems. For instant, villagers teased and made jokes about children with diverse SOGIE, but the children
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity/Expression Training Manual
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity/Expression Training Manual
61
TNS & RoCK December, 2015: Opinions, Attitudes and Behavior toward the LGBT Population in Cambodia
62
Planned Parenthood: What’s “coming out”? - https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/sexual-orientation/sexual-orientation/whats-coming-out
63
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64
CCHR, December 2015: LGBT Bullying in Cambodia School
59
60

27

LIVE AND LEARN

CHILDREN WITH DIVERSE SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND
GENDER IDENTITY/EXPRESSION (SOGIE) IN CAMBODIA

and their families appeared to perceive these behaviors as normal and not so troublesome. This
knowledge gap misled all participants to perceive that stigma, bullying, discrimination and violence on the
basis of SOGIE were absent or less prominent in the community than interviewees’ accounts suggested. A
study suggests that the knowledge gap reinforces the deeply rooted attitudes and practices of traditional
gender norms, and hence gender nonconformity is less accepted.65
Local CSOs play an important role in promoting children’s rights and protecting children from violence in
school, the family and the community; but the topic of SOGIE is very new to them and they acknowledge
that they do not know enough about the topic. The Positive Parenting Strategy launched in December
2017 by the Ministry of Women’s Affairs (MOWA) is a valuable tool for promoting positive parenting and
reducing violence against children, but this tool does not include topics on children with diverse SOGIE.This
indicates that no information or educational messaging related to SOGIE has reached the communities
where this study took place. That could explain why there were misunderstandings about children with
diverse SOGIE. For instance, villagers concerned that the gender nonconforming behaviors could be passed
on to their children through association or socialization with children with diverse SOGIE. This is incorrect
because sexual orientation, gender identity and expression are not an illness and cannot be transmitted
from one person to another.66 Without community interventions to raise awareness and improve knowledge among key players, including local authorities, it will be impossible for the community safety network
built by local CSOs to provide protection to children with diverse SOGIE. This could be a reason that children with diverse SOGIE and their families chose not to seek support from the community network, instead
choosing to stay quiet and normalize the stigma, discrimination and verbal harassment they experience
in the community. Positive parenting provides an opportunity to raise awareness and educate parents and
community members, but it must be revised to ensure it is includes issues related to SOGIE.

CONCLUSION
This study explores the life experiences of children with diverse SOGIE in different environments – school,
family and the community – to which they are exposed. Children with diverse SOGIE experience challenges
that include stigma, bullying, discrimination, verbal harassment, and physical and psychological violence.
Nonetheless, they felt able to socialize and learn in school, live with their families, and commute within
their communities. The driver of these challenges are the traditional binary gender norms deeply rooted
in Cambodian society. These gender norms are further strengthened in schools across the country via an
introduction of lessons on gender that focus on the traditional roles and responsibilities of men and women
in society, which have been integrated into the national school curriculum. Inability to identify different
forms of bullying, discrimination and violence misled all participants in this study to perceive that stigma,
bullying, discrimination and violence on the basis of SOGIE were absent, or less prominent than their
accounts suggest, in school, family and community environments. This knowledge gap reinforces the deeply
rooted attitudes and practices associated with traditional gender norms, and results in lower acceptance of
gender nonconformity and an inability of establishment protection mechanism to mitigating the challenges
UNESCO, 2018: School-related violence and bullying on the basis of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity or Expression (SOGIE): Synthesis Report on
China, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam
66
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity/Expression Training Manual
65
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face by children with diverse SOGIE. Mitigation of stigma, bullying, discrimination and violence on the basis
of SOGIE is impossible unless schools, families and communities are aware of the problems and equipped
with knowledge. This could be achieved via comprehensive, coherent and SOGIE-inclusive interventions in
all settings and at all level of society.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Ensure that the school environment is SOGIE-friendly with zero tolerance to any forms of bullying, discrimination and violence on the basis of SOGIE. The following are proposed interventions to
ensure that school environment is SOGIE-friendly.
a. Integrate lessons on children with diverse SOGIE into school at different grades.
b. Develop a standard operating procedure to support schools to implement zero tolerance to
discrimination, bullying or violence on the basis of SOGIE.
c. Strengthen the existing school-based mechanism to address all forms of bullying, discrimination and violence on the basis of SOGIE.
d. Provide training to teachers on SOGIE-related topics so that they can teach students properly
at school.
e. Schools should collaborate with local CSOs to implement school-based interventions to raise
awareness and improve knowledge on children with diverse SOGIE.
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2. Ensure that the family environment is safe, non-threatening and supportive to children with diverse
SOGIE. The following recommendations are to help ensure this:
a. Improve awareness and knowledge of parents and family members on issues of children with
diverse SOGIE through training, events and educational materials.
b. Support parents and family members to attend positive parenting sessions.
c. Educate parents about the consequences of trying to ‘fix’ gender nonconformity.
d. Support SOGIE children to have vocational training, such as wedding decoration or hair dressing.
3. Promote community-based awareness and knowledge about children of diverse SOGIE.
Awareness is the first step to mitigating all forms of stigma, discrimination and violence on the basis
of SOGIE. The SOGIE topic is new to communities, teachers, school administrators and students. They
all should be made aware of and equipped with knowledge about children with diverse SOGIE. The
recommendations below are to promote community awareness and knowledge.
a. Build the capacity of community-based actors, including child right CSOs, commune/district
council for women and children, village volunteers and community-based social workers, to engage
on issues related to SOGIE.
b. Support community-based activities to raise awareness among community members, parents,
neighbors and villagers on children with diverse SOGIE.
c. Integrate topics on SOGIE into all community-based events conducted by any groups of actors.
d. Integrate lessons on SOGIE children into child clubs to educate members. Make sure that children
with diverse SOGIE are included in the child clubs.
e. Integrate lessons on SOGIE children into existing training modules on positive parenting to
train parents.
f. Organize community-based events to raise awareness on SOGIE children.
g. Integrate SOGIE-related activities into commune/Sangkat development plans.
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Annex 1

List of Interviewed Participants
No.

Type of participants

District

Number of
IDIs

Interview type

1st Round of interviews, 1st week of December 2020
1

Male students with diverse SOGIE

Peamchor

Face-to-face

5

2

Male students with diverse SOGIE

Krong Prey Veng

Face-to-face

1

3

Mother

Peamchor

Face-to-face

1

4

Mother and father

Krong Prey Veng

Face-to-face

1

5

Guardians (aunty & grandmother)

Peamchor

Face-to-face

2

6

Classmate/schoolmate

Peamchor

Face-to-face

1

7

Head of child club

Peamchor

Face-to-face

1

8

Classmate/schoolmate

Krong Prey Veng

Face-to-face

1

9

Neighbors (IDIs)

Peamchor

Face-to-face

4

10

Villagers (2 FGDs with 11 participants)

Peamchor

Face-to-face

2

11

School master

Peamchor

Face-to-face

1

12

Teacher

Peamchor

Face-to-face

1

13

Child right CSO (WOMEN) staff

Peamchor

Face-to-face

1

2nd Round of interviews, 3rd week of December 2020
1

Male students with diverse SOGIE

Sreysnam

Phone

2

2

Female students with diverse SOGIE

Kampong Tralach

Phone

1

3

Grandmother

Sreysnam

Phone

1

4

Classmate/schoolmate

Sreysnam

Phone

1

5

Head of child club

Kampong Tralach

6

Teacher

Krong Prey Veng

Phone

1

7

Child right CSO staff/volunteer

Sreysnam

Phone

1

1

1

3rd Round of interviews, 4th week of December 2020
1

Female students with diverse SOGIE

Oraing Ov

Phone

2

Grandmother

Oraing Ov

Phone interview 1

3

Former child club

Oraing Ov

Phone interview 1

4

Child right CSO staff/volunteer

Oraing Ov

Phone interview 1

TOTAL

34
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ANNEX 2

INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR PARENTS OF SOGIE CHILDREN
1. I’m a researcher for SCI and I’m doing a research to understand the issues of children with diverse
SOGIE. There are many children with these characteristics everywhere in our country and other
countries. I was told that you have a child with these characteristics and I would like to learn more
about yourself, you SOGIE child and other family members.
•
•
•
•
•

Could you please tell me how many children do you have?
How many are all at school?
Is your child with SOGIE the oldest or the youngest?
What is the highest level of education you had? What about your spouse education?
What about your and your spouse’s work? Do you have Poor ID card to access healthcare
service?

2. I’d like to know about the schooling of your SOGIE child.
•
•

What is the school grade of your SOGIE child?
How is her/his study?
Probing:
•
•
•

Attend class regularly? Enjoy schooling?
Any complains? What? Discrimination? Violence?
What about relationship/socialization at school? Type of friends (SOGIE students)?

3. I would like to know more about your feeling as a parent. Please describe your feeling?
•

What about the feeling of your family members like father, sisters and brothers?
Probing:
•
•
•
•
•

Family socialization?
Feeling of other family members (father/mother, sisters and brothers)
Other relatives outside family
Positive and negative attitudes and behaviors? When do they happen?
Family socialization within community

4. At what age did you notice your child had these characteristics? What did you do that time?
•
•

•
•

Please tell me more about the characteristics of your child at that time
What were your reactions?
o Advice??
o Any violence, denial?
How did his/her peers react?
How he/she react to his/her peers?
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5. Please tell me about the behaviors of your neighbors towards your family and your SOGIE child.
Probing:
•
•
•
•

Normality
Admiration? Reasons?
Form of discrimination
Violence? Reasons?

6. How is your child relationship with their peers and neighbors?
•
•
•

Normal socialized e.g. keep playing with peers
Self-rejection
Other problems

7. Please describe me more about stigma and discriminations you and your family have experienced?
What types of discriminations?
8. How you and your family cope with these problems?
9. Any further comments to help your SOGIE child?
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INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR CHILDREN WITH DIVERSE SOGIE
1. I’m a researcher for SCI and I’m doing a research to understand the issues of children with diverse
SOGIE.There are many children with these characteristics everywhere in our country or other countries.
I’m happy to talk to you and want to learn more about you. Please tell me the following:
•
•
•
•

How old are you?
Are you currently enrolled in school? If yes, what is your grade?
Who are your close friends? Same characteristics (SOGIE)
How may do you have SOGIE friends?

2. I’d like to learn about your school activities. Please tell me your activities in school. How is your
life in school? Do you enjoy your schooling?
Probing:
•

Feel comfortable in school and in class?

•
•
•
•

Feel uncomfortable if anyone said sensitive words such as gay, lesbian etc.…
Actively involved in class activities
Keep playing with classmates and other friends as normal?
Your relationship with you teachers?

3. What about your learning lessons?
Probing:
•
•
•

Lessons on SOGIE children? What lessons? Please tell me more about lessons?
Feel comfortable to learn these lessons?
When do you start learning these lessons?

4. Are you a member of a child club? Please let me know what do you do in your child club?
Probing
•
•
•

Learning activities in child club?
SOGIE lessons in child club?
Useful? Supportive? How?

5. I’d like to learn about your socialization in school.
•
•

Please let me know how you communicate or talk to classmates or school mates?
Let me how more about your feeling towards:
i. your classmates or
ii. schoolmates? Or
iii. your teacher(s)

•
•

What about their feeling towards you?
What about your teacher(s)? How do you feel about your teacher(s)?
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Probing:
•
•
•
•

Normal, confidence, proud, supportive
Self-isolated, Self-discriminated, self-denial?
Shame? Unsafe? Unsecured? Difficult? Why?
Discriminated? Denial? Bullying? Violence? How?

6. Please let me know any form of discrimination or violence you experienced in school?
Probing:
•
•
•

Who would do you report to if you face any form of violence?
Who helped you in school if you face bullying or violence?
Protection from teachers or school administrators?

7. Now, I’d like to know about your relationship in your family
•
•

How do you feel towards your family – your parents, sisters and brothers?
What about their behaviors towards you?
Probing:
•
•

Acceptance: How? What forms of denial/discrimination?
Unacceptance: insulting, deny, discriminate? How? What forms of denial/discrimination?

8. (If denial or discrimination is mentioned) How do you deal with discrimination or denial?
Probing:
•
•
•
•

in your family and in community?
Seeking for supports
Local authority?
Teacher, child club leader

9. Please tell me about your behaviors towards your neighbors?
10. What about their behaviors towards you and your family?
11. What about discrimination or violence you experienced in community? Type of discrimination or
violence?
Probing:
•

How did you deal with these discrimination and violence?

12. I would like to know about the age you realized you have these characteristics. When did you
know that you were a SOGIE child?
Probing:
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Hiding your status at the beginning? Why?
When did you disclose your status? Why?
What did happen at the beginning when you disclosed your status?
Discriminate? Violence?
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INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR NON-SOGIE CLASSMATE/SCHOOLMATE OF SOGIE CHILDREN
1. I’m a researcher for SCI and I’m doing a research to understand the issues of children with diverse
SOGIE. There are many children with these characteristics everywhere in our country or other countries. I’m happy to talk to you and want to learn more from you about students with diverse SOGIE
in your class or school. Would you tell me how do you feel towards them?
Probing:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Normal, friendly?
Acceptable or unacceptable? Why? How?
Dislike, discriminate? Why? How?
Friends? (SOGIE)
Help or support them when they have problems? Give me an example.
Seating next to SOGIE students in class?
Play with SOGIE children?

2. What about their behaviors towards you? Relationship?
•
•
•

Strange? How?
Dislike, discriminate? Why? How?
Normal, friendly?

3. What about your learning activities?
•
•
•

Lessons on SOGIE children? What lessons? Please tell me more about lessons?
Feel comfortable to learn these lessons?
When do you start learning these lessons?

4. Please let me know any form of discrimination or violence against SOGIE student in your school?
Probing:
•
•

Protection from teachers or school administrators?
Protection from SOGIE friends or non-SOGIE friends?
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INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR TEACHERS OF CHILDREN WITH DIVERSE SOGIE
1. I’m a researcher for SCI and I’m doing a research to understand the issues of children with diverse
SOGIE. There are many children with these characteristics everywhere in our country or other countries. I was told that your class has children with these characteristics and I would like to learn more
about them including how you teach students in your class.
• What grade are you teaching?
• Could you please tell me how many students do you have in your class?
• Please tell me more about your teaching in your class. What subject are you teaching? What
teaching method do you use? Any teaching materials?
Probing:
MOEYS integrated into school curriculum lessons on anti-discrimination against same sex lovers (kind of SOGIE)
and for children living with HIV/AIDS as part of health education subject from primary to secondary level. Please
let me know about your teaching these lessons?

•
•
•
•
•

How about teaching students with SOGIE in your class?
SOGIE lessons? What? What methods? What teaching materials?
Teaching curriculum for SOGIE?
Are lessons on SOGIE taught in your grades?
What is your idea about integration of SOGIE lessons in school curriculum?
o Acceptable? Why? At what grades? What are the contents of lessons?
o What methodology to be used to teach SOGIE students?
o Unacceptable? Why?

• What about SOGIE lessons outside school? Good to have SOGIE lessons outside school (in
community)? Why?
o What are the benefits?
o Who should involve in teaching SOGIE lessons outside school?
2. I’d like to know about the learning of SOGIE students in your class. Please tell me how students
with SOGIE learn in your class?
Probing:
•

How is their feeling to learn in your class?
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

•

As comfortable as other non-SOGIE students in class?
Feel safe, intimidated, insult or bullying?
Actively involved in your class? Brave to answer or ask questions?
If not, why? Are they shy? Or feel uncomfortable because they are SOGIE?

Have SOGIE students ever complained to you about their difficulties or challenges?
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i. If yes, what are the complaints? What did you do to help them?
3. Please tell me about activities and behaviors of SOGIE students towards their peers in class as
well as in school. How do they behave towards their SOGIE peers and non-SOGIE peers?
Probing:
•
•
•

Socializing with SOGIE & non-SOGIE peers?
Self-denial, Self-discriminated, Low esteem (how? Reasons? …….)
Bullying, violence? Why? How?

4. How the class’s reactions towards students with SOGIE?
Probing:
•
•
•
•

Acceptance?
Discrimination? In what form, please elaborate.
Violence on the basis of SOGIE??
Supports?

5. Now, please tell me about your own feeling towards SOGIE student. Normal, comfortable,
uncomfortable to have them in your class????
6. Tell me about violence against SOGIE students in your class or school. What are you going to do
if there is any violence against students on the basis of SOGIE?
Probing:
•
•
•
•

Who is the first contact in school when there is violence against SOGIE students?
School rules, regulation, warning, punishment?
Child protection mechanism in school? How?
Support SOGIE students? How?

7. Please give me some recommendations to ensure that SOGIE students in school are protected
from any forms of discrimination or violence and they can have equal chance to study as normal
students.

39

LIVE AND LEARN

CHILDREN WITH DIVERSE SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND
GENDER IDENTITY/EXPRESSION (SOGIE) IN CAMBODIA

INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR
1. My name is Om Chhorvoin, a researcher for SCI and I’m doing a research to understand the
issues of children with diverse SOGIE. There are many children with these characteristics everywhere
in our country or other countries. I was told that your school has children with these characteristics
and I would like to learn more about them including how they are taught and learn in your school.
• Could you please tell me how many students do you have in your school?
• What about number of SOGIE students?
• Please tell me about your school curriculum. What teaching method do the school use? Any
teaching materials?
• How about teaching students with SOGIE in your school?
Probing:
a. SOGIE lessons? What? What methods? What teaching materials?
b. Teaching curriculum for SOGIE?
c. Are lessons on SOGIE taught in all grades?
d. What is your idea about integration of SOGIE lessons in school curriculum?
i. Acceptable? Why? At what grades? What are the contents of lessons?
ii. What methodology to be used to teach SOGIE students?
iii. Unacceptable? Why?
e. What about SOGIE lessons outside school? Good to have SOGIE lessons outside
school (in community)? Why?
i.
ii.

What are the benefits?
Who should involve in teaching SOGIE lessons outside school?

2. From your observation, please tell me about activities and behaviors of SOGIE students towards
their peers in school. How do they behave towards their SOGIE peers and non-SOGIE peers?
Probing:
•
•
•

Socializing with SOGIE & non-SOGIE peers?
Self-denial, Self-discriminated, Low esteem (how? Reasons? …….)
Bullying, violence? Why? How?

3. How the class’s reactions towards students with SOGIE?
Probing:
•
•
•
•

Acceptance?
Discrimination? In what form, please elaborate.
Violence on the basis of SOGIE??
Supports?
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4. What about the reaction or behavior of students towards SOGIE students in your school?
Probing:
•
•
•
•

Acceptance?
Discrimination? In what form, please elaborate.
Violence on the basis of SOGIE??
Supports?

5. Now, please tell me about your own feeling towards SOGIE students in your school. Normal,
comfortable, uncomfortable to have them????
6. Tell me about violence against SOGIE students in your class or school. What are you going to do
if there is any violence against students on the basis of SOGIE?
Probing:
•
•
•
•

Who is the first contact in school when there is violence against SOGIE students?
School rules, regulation, warning, punishment?
Child protection mechanism in school? How?
Support SOGIE students? How?

7. In 2015, the Cambodian Ministry of Education,Youth and Sports (“MOEYS”) in partnership with
NGOs conducted sensitivity training for teachers to combat bullying of LGBTIQ youth at school.
• Did you attend that training? Please tell me more about this?
• What is going on after the training?
• Is there any mechanism as part of this training to combat bullying of LGBTIQ children/youth
at school?
8. Two years later, a new “Life Skills” curriculum was developed by the MOEYS in collaboration with
NGOs that aims to address on LGBTIQ issues, sexual education and gender-based violence.
•

Are you aware of this? If yes, please tell me what have happened in your school now.

9. Please give me some recommendations to ensure that SOGIE students in school are from any
forms of discrimination or violence and they can have equal chance to study as non-SOGIE students.
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INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR POLICY MAKER AT MOEYS
1. My name is Om Chhorvoin, a researcher for SCI and I’m doing a research to understand the
issues of children with diverse SOGIE. There are many children with these characteristics everywhere
in our country or other countries. As a member state of the International Convention of the Rights
of the Child, protection of the Rights of the Child has become one of the top priorities in government
agenda. The government has implemented ICRC. I would like to hear from you about children with
diverse Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression (SOGIE). Could you please tell me about
SOGIE children?
Probing:
•
•
•

Challenges
Opportunity
Socialization

2. From your view point, how are SOGIE children socialized in community, school or at home?
Probing:
•
•
•
•
•

Stigma and discrimination
Form of discrimination between Female and male SOCGIE children
Form of stigma and discrimination
Contributing Factors to discrimination/violence on the basis of SOGIE
Impacts on SOGIE children

3. What about child protection in school?
Probing:
•
•
•
•

Is there any mechanism set up in school to protect the rights of SOGIE children?
How is the system set up?
Who are involved in protecting SOGIE children in school?
Policy, Law, SOP etc….

4. From your knowledge, could you please tell me about how SOGIE children learn and are taught
in school?
Probing:
•
•
•
•

Are there lessons about SOGIE children taught in school?
What are the lessons?
What grade are SOGIE lessons taught in school?
What about SOGIE lessons outside school (in community)?
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5. In 2015, the Cambodian Ministry of Education,Youth and Sports (“MOEYS”) in partnership with
NGOs conducted sensitivity training for teachers to combat bullying of LGBTIQ youth at school.
Please tell me more about this?
• What is going on after the training?
• Is there any mechanism as part of this training to combat bullying of LGBTIQ children/youth
at school?
6. Two years later, a new “Life Skills” curriculum was developed by the MOEYS in collaboration with
NGOs that aims to address on LGBTIQ issues, sexual education and gender-based violence. Please
tell me more about this.
7. Please give me some recommendations to ensure that SOGIE students in school are from any
forms of discrimination or violence and they can have equal chance to study as normal students.
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INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR NEIGHBOR OF SOGIE CHILDREN
1. I’m a researcher for SCI and I’m doing a research to understand the issues of children with diverse
SOGIE. There are many children with these characteristics everywhere in our country or even in
other country. I would like to learn from you about them. Could you please describe me about your
feeling towards children/youth with SOGIE?
Probing:
• Positive attitudes: acceptable, friendly, normal, affectionate
• Negative attitudes: bad, bullying, weird, shameful, discriminate, unfriendly, violence?
Reasons?
• Relationship change?
• Want to keep relationship?
2. Please tell me about their behaviors towards you.
Probing:
•
•
•

Positive attitudes: acceptable, friendly, normal,
Negative attitudes: discriminate, unfriendly, violence? Reasons?
Avoid to meet your family members?
i. shameful?
ii. Guilty
iii. Self-punished

3. What about your reaction toward them and their family?
•
•

Acceptance? Why? How?
Unacceptance? Why? How?

4. Tell me about any violence against SOGIE children you know in your community?
5. I’d just like to know about you and your spouse. What is the highest level of education you had?
What about your spouse? What about your and your spouse’s work?
6. Any further comments?
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ANNEX 3

Participant Information Statement
1. Background
As a member state of the International Convention of the Rights of the Child, protection of the Rights of the Child has become
one of the top priorities in government agenda. However, the scale of violence against children in Cambodia remains at large.
An informative study in late 2019 in Cambodia reported that children with diverse Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and
Expression (SOGIE) faced with family denial/rejection, school bullying, physical violence and negative public portray. They had
mental health problem due to the difficulties to access basic healthcare and other social services. This study is to generate
evidence to inform better programing and policy advocacy for the integration of SOGIE in education at schools and Positive
Parenting Strategy.

2. Risk
There is no risk by participating in this assessment other than the time you spend on interview with us.

3. Benefits
The results of this study will be used to guide future program and interventions to improve quality of services for SOGIE children.
I will help policy makers and school administrators to understand about life of SOGIE children in school, family and community.

4. Cost
There is no cost incurred to you as a result of participation in this assessment.

5. Your confidentiality
We will not collect your name so your answers are not known by anyone. Therefore, your identity is protected. The notes and
record of the interview will be destroyed after study finishes. No one can hear your interview except for the researcher and his
field assistant.

6. Withdrawal from participation
Your participation in this study is voluntary and you can withdraw from participation at any time.
If you have any question and need more information, please contact Dr Sithon KHUN, Save the Children | Head of Evidence &
Learning at 012 91 90 34

7. Do you have any question?
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VOLUNTEER AGREEMENT
Verification of Consent
Do you agree to take part in this study?
[Interviewer: Check the box next to “yes” or “no” below depending on what the person says.]

à Yes [participant needs to sign below to indicate their consent to participate in this assessment]
à No [STOP, do not continue.]

I confirm that I have presented the information to participant and that he/she have been given opportunities to ask questions
and clarification. My signature below confirms that participant agree to participate in this interview.

________________________________________
Interviewer’s Signature
________________________________________
Date
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