“CASH PLUS” PROGRAMMES
FOR CHILDREN

Sincere thanks are due to key members of the Child Sensitive Social Protection Working Group, including Disa Sjoblom, Georgia Rowe, Mukesh Lath, Luke Harman and Burcu
Munyas for their work on this paper.
See Section 3.1. for the definition and scope of ‘cash’ interventions in this programme area.
Additional examples of Cash Plus initiatives in different contexts will be added to future versions of this paper as further field documentation becomes available. Further resources will
also include advice on the use of cash for work in public works programmes which are supported by Save the Children in humanitarian and other situations. Common Approaches
including “Cash for Nutrition” and “Cash for Education” are in the Child Poverty pipeline, and will draw on this Resource Paper as a foundation.
Olinto, P., Beegle, K., Sobrado, C. and Uematsu, H. (2013) The State of the Poor: Where Are The Poor, Where Is Extreme Poverty Harder to End, and What Is the Current Profile
of the World’s Poor? Washington, D.C.: World Bank; updated in Taking on Inequality, World Bank Group (2016). The latest estimates are for 2013.
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Deprivations and vulnerability among children are often rooted in trends and patterns that have evolved over a
period of time in communities. Examples of this are children being influenced by peers to choose work over
education, inappropriate child feeding practices, or parents forcing children into work or marriage due to societal
trends. Any or all of these patterns can be exacerbated by shocks and stresses. Such community-scale practices are
often a significant hurdle to enhancing development outcomes for children at household level and therefore require
community-based, group interventions to change attitudes and practices. Examples of how this which have been
pursued in CSSP initiatives supported by Save the Children are as follows:
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Summary Menu of Possible "Cash Plus" Interventions
Options for strengthening care for and
agency of children
Developing life skills of children
Promoting household care and investment in
children
Enhancing positive attitudes and practices
through the community

Options for improving the linkages of
cash transfers to basic services
Critical improvements in the quality of local
basic services
Strengthening access to existing services
Community based monitoring to improve
transparency and accountability of services
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Examples of Save the Children-supported CSSP Programmes with Cash Plus for Children Components
Name of Initiative and
Main Implementing
Agency
Palanhar Plus’, India
(CSSP Dungarpur)
Government leads on
cash component, with SC
supporting the ‘Plus’
‘Making the 4PS deliver
more for children’,
Philippines
Government (cash
component), SC
supporting the ‘Plus’
Child grant for under 5s
in Nepal
Government (cash
component), SC
supporting the ‘Plus’
Integrated Child
Development Services in
Nalanda, India
Government (food and
systems component), SC
supporting the ‘Plus’
Enhancing child sensitivity
of the MGNREGA , India
Government (public
works component), SC
supporting the ‘Plus’
Child Development Grant
Programme, Nigeria

Key Cash Plus Component(s)
•

Type of cash transfer

Promote the household to
care for and invest in children
Develop life skills of children
to promote their agency

•

State wide cash transfer to caregivers of
orphans or other vulnerable children
conditioned on school enrolment

Promote the household to
care for and invest in children
Develop life skills of children
to promote their agency

•

Nation-wide conditional cash transfer for
poor households identified through PMT

Promote the household to
care for and invest in children
Critical and minor
improvements in the quality
of basic services

•

Nation-wide unconditional cash transfer
based on social targeting

Strengthening access to
existing services
Community based monitoring
to improve transparency &
accountability of services

•

National food transfer to pregnant and
lactating women, children under 5 and
adolescent girls

•

Enhancing child sensitive
practices through the
community

•

National public works programme based on
open targeting

•

Household and community
BCC on key nutrition
practices

•

SC-implemented cash transfer plus
programme for pregnant women and women
under the age of 2 years, across 2 States in
Nigeria, 110,000 women.
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Nutrition-sensitive social
protection, Zambia

•

Social Behaviour Change
Communication on child nutrition
among beneficiaries of the
Government’s Social Cash Transfer
Programme
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Complementary nutrition activities
set to include screening and referrals
of children with SAM to outpatient
therapeutic programs, infant and
young child feeding in emergencies
(IYCF-E) support and counselling
through mother and father support
groups, and community awareness
raising on IYCF-E.
Complementary activities included
cash-for-training (CFT) or cash-forwork (CFW) activities. CFT
participants attended trainings
facilitated by government agricultural
extension agents (trained by SC) on
conservation agriculture techniques
on demonstration plots, to build
resilience through the introduction
and reinforcement of climate smart
agriculture. CFW programs restored
or built community-chosen assets
such as diptanks for livestock,
irrigation schemes, dams and
community gardens. Latrines were
also constructed at most asset sites
to improve health and hygiene
among communities accessing these
assets. Unconditional cash transfers
were provided to extremely
vulnerable households without
access to labor.
Complementary CFW programs that
constructed and rehabilitated 436
community assets, including terraces,
roads, water points, water harvesting
channels, and surface water
catchment. CFT youth vocational
skills program included masonry and
tilework, electrical, plumbing,
carpentry and roofing, automotive
mechanics, confectionary, aesthetics,
and sewing. Nutrition messaging
focused on exclusive breastfeeding
and improved IYCF through mother
support groups. Trainings for
Ministry of Health staff on integrated
management of childhood illnesses
(IMCI). In the final year, as a result of
the escalated conflict, the food
voucher conditionality was removed
and accompanied by nutrition

•

Government / Save the
Children

Emergency Food
Assistance for ConflictAffected Households in
Northeast Nigeria
Save the Children/
Government
Zimbabwe Emergency
Food Security Cash for
Training/Work
Program—Binga & Kariba
Districts
Save the Children

Yemen: Emergency Food
Security and Resilience
Programming
Save the Children/
Government
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National Social Cash Transfer
targeted at incapacitated households
with no fit-for-work members or a
dependency ratio of three or more,
which are also below a predetermined welfare level.
Beneficiaries receive a bi-monthly
unconditional cash transfer of
approx. US$ 19 while households
with a disabled member receive
double the amount.
Electronic food vouchers reaching
70,000 IDPs in Borno State, which
has the highest concentration of
IDPs and alarming levels of Global
Acute Malnutrition (GAM) and SAM
rates. E-vouchers+ target households
with children under five, pregnant
and lactating women and mothers of
children under age 2.
Cash transfers were provided to
30,237 individuals from 6,750 poor
and very poor vulnerable households
in Binga and Kariba districts. SC
worked with the local mobile
network provider to expand
network and agent coverage to
support mobile transfers, and used
in-kind cash distribution services in
the areas that remained unconnected
to mobile money services

•

Electronic food vouchers reached
95,265 highly vulnerable, food
insecure individuals, including IDPs
and host community members, from
17,890 households in Dhamar and
Sana’a governorates.

•

Paper food vouchers were replaced
after the start of the project using
the Mastercard Aid platform.

Nepal: Sustainable Action
for Resilience and Food
Security (Sabal)
Save the Children

•

behaviour change messaging around
IYCF and hygiene.
After the devastating 2015
earthquake in Nepal, the
development project Sabal was
altered to implement CFW activities
in five heavily impacted program
districts included clearing roads and
community spaces to re-open access
to markets and community health
services. For the remainder of the
program, Sabal is set to reach
another 4,000 households with CFW
projects that restore community
agricultural infrastructure such as
improving trails and building
rainwater harvesting structures and
terraces.

•

Cash transfers directly following the
earthquake reached a total of 7,157
households (32,922 individuals) in
need of immediate support and/or
extremely food insecure households.

