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¿ What is Young Voices Paraguay?
Young Voices began when Save the Children
Sweden carried out the “Ung röst” survey,
in order to collect the views of Swedish children and adolescents about their rights, and
therefore generate a useful advocacy tool on
the issues that affect them directly. The first
results were launched in 2014 and has been
replicated in different regions, with Peru being the first country in the Americas to carry
out the survey. In 2018, it is replicated in Paraguay and Uruguay.

recognized and taken into account by the
adults responsible for their development and
care, mainly the authorities in charge of the
decision making and the implementation of
public policies.

Through this initiative, the survey seeks to
know the opinions of children and adolescents
about daily situations that directly affect their
quality of life and that of their peers, in their
school, their city, their home or their Internet
access, and realities with which they coexist,
such as security conditions, their opportunity to participate, their right to education, to
health, to protection in their immediate environment.

A total of 2260 schooled children and adolescents participated in the survey, who were
from 12 to 17 years old, from Asunción and
13 departments (Central, Cordillera, Itapúa,
Concepción, Boquerón, Presidente Hayes,
Paraguarí, Caaguazú, Ñeembucú, Amambay,
Alto Paraná, San Pedro and Canindeyú).

The general objective of the survey was to
develop solid evidence to promote the debate on the rights of children and adolescents,
and their right to participate in the discussions about them.

A mixed descriptive exploratory study was
designed, using a poll with surveys and focus groups, with a non-probability sampling
The survey is based on Article 12 of the Con- for convenience, using as a starting point the
vention on the Rights of the Child, which re- national network of public educational institucognizes that children and adolescents have tions with which Global Infancia works.
the right to freely express their opinion in all
matters affecting them. With this, the survey
seeks to become an instrument that makes
it possible to visualize and share the voices
of children and adolescents, so that they are
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¿WHAT ARE THE MAIN FINDINGS OF
THE SURVEY?
1.1. ON THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE
A high percentage of the participants said
they had heard about the rights of the child,
and in a much smaller percentage, said they
had heard about the Convention.
For almost all (91%) of the participants, it
is important that authorities and politicians
listen to the opinion of children and adolescents on various topics. 41% of the participants consider that there are few opportunities to express themselves in front of them
and 10% that such opportunities do not exist.
On the other hand, 22% consider that there
are many opportunities.
The majority of participants (56%) responded
that in the last year they did not have the
opportunity to express opinions or influence
important decisions for them. Among those
who could express their opinions, education
is the subject on which they could talk the

most. On the other hand, it draws attention
that no participant commented about being
able to express or influence on family topics.
73% of the participants expressed their interest in having more opportunities to comment on issues relevant to children and adolescents.
Half of those surveyed (50%) have never stopped participating in school activities for
economic reasons. Of the remaining 50%,
39% has “sometimes” done it, 6% “almost
always” and 5% “always”.
As for stopped participating in recreational
activities specifically, the number is lower, since 55% said it never happened to them, 35%
said “sometimes” happens, and 10% of the
participants said it often happens to them,
either “almost always” (6%) or “always” (4%).

1.2. ON ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND ITS CONTEXT
It was observed that 12% of participants do
not receive help in their homes when they
do not understand a task. In contrast, 58%
receive help frequently (“always” or “almost
always”).
During the present year, of all the participants:
• 74% have worried about not being able to
fulfill the school homework,

• 73% have worried about being a victim of
bullying, in addition to feeling victimized by
bullying in the last year, 50% of participants
said that have “sometimes” felt this way, and
in contrast, 41% said they did not experience
the same feeling.
• 66% have considered the possibility of dropping out of school,
• 58% said they had worried about not getting enough support at school,
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Regarding bullying, the children and adolescents who participated in the survey said they
felt harassed, the reasons given were mostly
“because of appearance” (30%), followed by
“the family is going through some problem”

(23%). Some other reasons are “economic
reasons”, “because parents do not live with
them” and “because of age”, 10% of the
answers respectively.

1.3. ON SITUATIONS OF VIOLENCE AND SENSE OF SECURITY
87% of those surveyed said they feel safe in
the place where they live.

• 70% have considered the possibility of hurting themselves,

Around 2% and 3% said they never feel safe,
whether in their homes, roads, cities in general and schools.

• 20% of the participants responded that, in
the last year, they felt sad for a long period of
time on a frequent basis (11% “always” and
9% “almost always”). 49% said they did not
experience this feeling,
• 66% considered the possibility of someone
forcing them to do something uncomfortable,

The feeling of insecurity is greater in the cities at night, in this case the percentage rises to 10%, and when using public transport
15%. Even the amount of responses linked to
feeling safe always and almost always, comparatively lowers with the other spaces consulted in these two conditions to around 30%
against 50% -60%.
During the present year, of all the participants:
• 70% have worried about the possibility of
being discriminated against,
• 73% have worried about being the victim
of a situation of violence caused by a peer,
while 79% have experienced the worry of
being a victim of the same situation, but coming from an adult,
• 56% worried that their family does not have
enough income to cover the basic needs,
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• 50% have seen someone being beaten at
school,
• 7% said they had left or were kicked out of
their home,
• 22% said they received insulting messages
online by their peers,
• 12% said they had been contacted by an
adult online to have sexual conversations,
• 24% said they know of a situation in which a
classmate had to stop studying because she
was pregnant,
• And 12% said they had suffered from some
type of eating disorder.

1.4. ON THE PLACES TO GET HELP
In terms of getting help, 67% of the consulted participants said they know where to go
to talk or ask for help when they feel sad,
depressed or anxious, while 33% said they
did not know where to go. This same percentage changes when it is a family problem,
since the majority (57%) said they do not
know who to talk to, or who to ask for help
in these cases, against 43% who said they do
know. Percentages similar to the last one are
shown in the case of knowing someone who
has been exposed to danger, a violent situation or threat, where 59% said they do not
know who to turn to, compared to 41% who
do know where to go.

When feeling the need to ask for help about
a situation of unfair treatment or persecution, or problems of drugs and alcohol, not
knowing who to talk to or where to go, rises
to a great extent. In the first situation, a 68%
responded no, and in the second situation,
74% responded no. Being drugs and alcohol
the issues in which those consulted would
feel more isolated in terms of receiving assistance.

1.5. ON THE FEELING ABOUT THE FUTURE
Many of the participants see their future positively (39% “very positively” and 42% “positively”), and only 3% see it “negatively” or
“very negatively”. 16% of those consulted
said they do not have an idea about it.

Finally, 63% of the participants commented
that it is very possible to get a job when they
finish school, 28% consider that “maybe”
they can get one and only 3% believe that
they will not get one.

At the same time, 59% answered that they
do have a future in their city. However, 29%
said they do not have an idea about it.
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1.6. ANSWER TO THE QUESTION ¿WHAT DOES PARAGUAY HAVE TO DO IN
SITUATIONS OF VIOLATIONS OF RIGHTS?
Regarding the set of questions to whether
“Paraguay should do more” on different topics, it was found that:
• Should do “much more” so that children
and adolescents in poverty (75% of those
surveyed) have more opportunities to access
spaces of opinion.
• 43% of those consulted expressed the
same opinion (should do “much more”) in order to equalize the opportunities for opinion
between women and men.
• 59% of those consulted say that Paraguay
should do “much more” and 23% “a little
more” to help children who feel sad.
• A similar percentage (58% and 21%) considers that the country should also do “much
more” or “a little more” to help children and
adolescents who hurt themselves.
• Regarding possibilities of access to psychologists by children and adolescents, 55%
think that Paraguay should do “much more”
and 28% that should do “a little more” to
ensure that this population has access to a
service of mental health.
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• Also, 63% of the participants consider that
Paraguay should still do “much more”, and
20% a “little more” to stop discrimination of
any kind.
• At the same time, 87% of those surveyed
(67% “much more” and 20% “a little more”)
believe that Paraguay should do more to improve the situation of children and adolescents with disabilities.
• 66% of participants thought that “much
more” needs to be done and 19% that “a
little more” should be done to prevent bullying and harassment online.
• On strengthening the CODENIS, 52% thought that “much more” should be done and
26% “a little more”. 10% of the participants
expressed not having an opinion about it.
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