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Foreword
Child Friendly Version of HLP Report
on Post-2015 Agenda
The world is full of amazing children. Beautiful, bright, energetic and courageous
children who, every day, overcome challenges and inspire us with their optimism and
strength.
I've been lucky to meet many of them in my work as an advocate for UNICEF and
education for all.
I remember Musu, a girl from Liberia, who bravely told me how her hand was blown
off by a rocket in the war. She told me that she loves school and that she can write
well. She said, “When I grow up, I want to be a doctor because a doctor helped me
with my hand.”
And I'll never forget Devli: a child labourer from India who was born into a stone
quarry like her parents. Working more than twenty hours a day, Devli would carry
rocks and be punished if she took a rest. After she was rescued, she enrolled in school
and helped other girls to enroll too.
Musu and Devli are already shaping the future. But we need the ideas and voices of
you amazing young people to shape the world we want post-2015.
This booklet aims to equip you with the findings and proposals on the post-2015
process so far and encourage you to get involved and take action. We want this
process to be as fair and representative as possible.
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There are many reasons why children must be at the heart of the post 2015 agenda. Perhaps
the greatest one is that it's you who'll inherit the challenges that we've failed to address.
Climate change, water shortages, unemployment, illiteracy, hunger, poverty, gender inequality
and access to education to name a few. Your concerns must be heard and your ideas must be
heeded because you're part of the solution.
And let me make it clear: this is neither a token effort nor a symbolic gesture. This is a
democratic process, as meaningful as it is ethical. Participants must be drawn from a broad
cross-section of society: all continents, all social backgrounds and lifestyles, all levels of
education, all ages and cultures, male and female. And the voices of the most vulnerable must
be heard.
For it's only when children and young people, like you, are part of the process that you'll feel
connected to it and have a stake in its success. If we're to bring about the ambitious changes
that the post-2015 agenda sets out, then that must be the spirit in which we all start.
Finally, as we bring young people together and reach out to others in innovative ways, our
pledge to you is to make this process a blueprint for future youth participation. We'll create
more platforms so that you can share your views with each other and with decision- makers.
And we know that your opinions as important now, at the outset, as they will be at the
midway point and finish line, when we reflect on and measure our progress.
I look forward to listening to and learning from you all.
Rania Al Abdullah1

[1] H.M Queen Rania Al Abdullah was a member of a High-level Panel to advise on the global development framework beyond 2015, the target
date for the Millennium Development Goals. H.M Queen Rania is the wife of H.M. King Abdullah of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. An
advocate and a humanitarian, Queen Rania serves as an Eminent Advocate for UNICEF and Honorary Chairperson for the United Nations
Girls' Education Initiative (UNGEI). The Jordan River Foundation (JRF) is Queen Rania's NGO that focuses on the disadvantaged in Jordan.
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Did you know?

In the year 2000 an important global pact was signed to fight poverty. 189 United
Nations member states agreed on a set of goals that should be met by 2015, called the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). These goals, which deal with serious everyday
problems, are:

Eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger

Improve maternal health

Achieve universal primary education

Combat HIV/AIDS and other diseases

Promote gender equality and
empower women

Ensure environmental sustainability

Reduce child mortality

Global partnership for development

Thirteen years later a group of twenty-seven experts named by the United Nations
Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon, worked for several months to decide which MDGs
should be kept, which should be changed, and which should be added. They talked to
more than 5,000 organizations representing civil society, indigenous peoples, women,
youth, children and teens, migrants, unions, and more, from 120 different countries, and
250 CEOs of big corporations from 30 countries. These conversations were then studied,
and the results were presented in the Post-2015 High-Level Panel Report.
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This document evaluates the achievements made in the thirteen years since the
MDGs were defined, and also proposes new goals and targets that are based on
respect for universal human rights and are aimed at ridding the world of extreme
poverty by the year 2030.

Extreme poverty means living on less than
1.25 dollars a day.
To reach a new agreement, the United Nations will ask
all countries to give their recommendations about this
document so they can say whether or not they agree
with it, and what else they think should be included. We
want to get children and teenagers involved in this
consultation process, which is why we have prepared
this document for you, which presents the contents of
the report and the recommendations in simple terms, so
that you can discuss your own points of view and make
your own contributions to your governments.
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Part 1

The Diagnosis
Are the MDGs being met
13 years later?

POSITIVE
Economic growth + better policies + civil
society participation + countries' commitments
have achieved the following:
More than half a billion people are no longer
poor.
Child mortality has been cut by more than
30%, which means that the lives of three
million children are saved each year.
Four out of five children are vaccinated.
Deaths from malaria have been cut by one
fourth.
Getting HIV/AIDS is no longer a death
sentence.
In 2011, 590 million children in developing
countries went to primary school.

NEGATIVE
Inequality still exists, and opportunities are
not open to everyone.
The poorest 1.2 billion people account for
just 1% of the world's consumption, while
the richest billion consume 72%.
200 million young people are losing hope,
because they don't have the same
opportunities as others to get a decent job
and make a living.
One billion women, teens and girls suffer
from physical and sexual violence.
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Part 1

The Diagnosis

What do we need to consider
for the future?
We need to consider climate change, which is getting worse because too many
2
trees are being cut down. 130 million hectares of forest have been lost in the last
decade. Also, 81% of the world's energy comes from fossil fuels, which have very
high carbon emissions. Emissions from transportation and factories pollute the
environment and harm our health. There is not enough water, but food is wasted.
All of this puts the production of food at risk, which is necessary for every person on
the planet. We also know that the poorest people will suffer the worst
consequences.
There has been armed conflict in 21 countries, meaning war between counties or
inside one country, and in many others there is organized crime, leaving 7.9 million
people dead each year.
New information and communication technologies have been produced, adapted
and have spread. There are many more mobile phones, with applications that give
wider access to education, health, banking and other services.
More low and middle income countries are growing, and as they do they are
creating public social protection programs and regulations to protect the poor and
the environment in order to reduce inequality.

[2] On hectare is the same as 10,000 square metres.
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Part 1

The Diagnosis

What do people expect?
For companies and governments to be transparent and
accountable when listening to and addressing their needs.
For local and global institutions to be strong and willing to
fight poverty and its consequences.
To be healthy and for their children to be able to read and
write.
For their country to work right, with a responsible
government that works for development and peace.
For laws to be respected, and to have access to services
and justice.
For citizens to be able to participate.
For there to be freedom of speech and accountable
media.
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Part 2

The Path
What is the biggest challenge
in the world?
Put an end to poverty and protect the planet.
To do this FIVE TRANSFORMATIVE SHIFTS have been recommended:

Five
transformative
shifts

1

Leave no one behind

2

Put sustainable development at the core of
countries' tasks

3

Transform economies for jobs and inclusive growth

4

Build peace and effective, open and accountable
public institutions

5

Forge a new global partnership

The first four transformative shifts must be achieved by each country, while the last one is a
global shift which needs the cooperation of all the countries in the world.
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Part 2

The Path

1

Leave no one behind

PROBLEMS

ALTERNATIVES

Poor people don't have opportunities
because of:
Illnesses, or they don't have access to
proper health care
Unemployment

Connect people from rural and urban areas to the modern
economy through a quality infrastructure: electricity,
irrigation, roads, ports and telecommunications.
Provide quality health care and education for all.

Natural disasters

Establish and enforce clear rules without discrimination,
so that women can also own property and businesses.

Climate changes

Give poor people business opportunities.

Social conflicts

End discrimination and promote equality between men
and women.

Countries where the governments are
weak and don't have the confidence of
their citizens.
Towns with weak grass-roots
organizations.
Low-quality education, or no education at
all.

In the future, neither income, nor ethnicity, nor disability, nor where someone was born will
determine whether they live or die, or whether a mother can give birth safely, or whether
her child will have fair opportunities in life.
INCLUSION, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL
Why do they say that lots of children and teens don't have opportunities to live their lives with dignity?
What would your country have to do to overcome these difficulties?
What other alternatives can you think of so that children and teens have opportunities to live with dignity?
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Part 2

The Path

2

Put sustainable development at the core of countries' tasks

Sustainable development is a kind of growth where people's economic, social and cultural needs can be met, in
an environment that is healthy for both present and future generations.

PROBLEMS

ALTERNATIVES

Developing countries have limited access
to new technologies.

Change lifestyles and practices so that they don't harm the
planet:

Not all big companies are good about
caring for the environment.

Change our lights to LED to save energy and produce less
heat and toxic gases.

Big developed countries have gone over
their limit for carbon emissions.

Recycle waste.
Generate electricity with the gas given off by landfills.
Restore the soil.
Preserve and take care of fields and forests.
Use solar energy instead of water power in desert areas.

Countries, local and national governments, companies and individuals need to change the way they
produce and consume energy, travel, transport goods, use water, and grow food.
ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES

How are children and teens being affected by practices and lifestyles that harm their lives and the
environment?
What should your country do stop these effects?
How can children and teens change their own lifestyles to care for and protect the planet?
What suggestions do you have for companies, organizations and local governments?
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Part 2

The Path

3

Transform economies for jobs and inclusive growth

PROBLEMS

ALTERNATIVES

Limited opportunities for good jobs.

Create opportunities for good jobs.

Jobs that are easy to lose.

Support people who live in poverty through education and training
so that they will be successful in the job market.

Countries' production doesn't grow as
much as it used to, and the value of what
they produce is also decreasing.
Some countries are unstable, so
companies don't trust them and don't give
them good opportunities to grow.
We need to motivate people, companies
and organizations to consume and produce
more.

Better government policies and fair, accountable public institutions.
Companies should improve their practices by improving working
conditions and production processes, without harming the
environment.
More infrastructure and government investment to improve
families' living conditions.
Governments should support micro, small and medium sized
companies.
Governments should create simple regulations for companies to
operate, but at the same time ensure that they are responsible
with their workers and the environment, and avoid
environmental conflicts.
Small companies need to organize and interact with other, larger
companies.

Profound economic change can do away with extreme poverty and promote sustainable development by
improving living conditions through innovation, technology, and the potential of companies. By doing this, we
can provide opportunities for everyone, especially young people, and promote respect for the environment.
TRANSFORM ECONOMIES TO IMPROVE PEOPLE'S LIVING CONDITIONS AND COMMUNITIES

How does unemployment or lack of income affect children and teens?
In what way should the government consider children's and teens' economic demands?
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Part 2

The Path

4

Build peace and effective, open and accountable public institutions

PROBLEMS

ALTERNATIVES

Governments that are not transparent,
accountable or open to resolving the
needs of the poorest people.

Create strong and accountable public institutions that uphold
the law and freedom of speech.

Little security or access to justice for
civilians.

Transparent, accountable governments that tell their citizens
what their taxes are spent on, and let them inspect what they
are doing.

Limited information and accountability to
citizens about public spending and
corporate investment.

Governments that fight against problems like poverty, that
strengthen people's skills and give them the opportunities they
need to live with dignity and peace.

Citizens don't usually get to participate in
the decisions that affect their lives.

Promote and strengthen citizens' ability to organize
themselves to protest and speak out about their rights.

Many of the government's authorities and
workers are corrupt because they take
advantage of their positions for personal
gain.

Governments and international institutions working together
to reduce corruption, money laundering3, tax evasion4, the
illegal drug and weapons trades, etc.

The freedom to live without fear, conflict or violence is a fundamental human right, and the essential
foundation for building peaceful and prosperous societies.
PEACE AND GOOD GOVERNANCE ARE ESSENTIAL FOR WELL-BEING
How do violence and a lack of security affect children and teens?
How do bad governments affect children and teens, and how do you think they can be improved?
What should the country do to overcome this situation?
How can children and teens contribute to overcoming violence, lack of security, and bad governments?
[3] "Money laundering" is a crime which consists of taking money that criminals get through illegal activities (for example selling drugs and weapons, stealing, prostitution,
illegal gambling, etc.) and making it look like clean money, by depositing it in banks or spending it on legal things without saying where it came from.
[4] "Tax evasion" is another crime, committed by people who don't want to pay their taxes, and so hide their possessions or the services they use or provide. Often, these
possessions or services come from illegal business.
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Part 2

The Path

5

Forge a new global partnership

PROBLEMS
Different ideas of what development
should be, which are not shared in all
countries or thematic groups.
Alliances between just two countries.

ALTERNATIVES
Build a shared vision that also allows for different solutions to
different realities.
A new pact should bring together national governments, local
authorities, international organizations, companies, civil
society, foundations and more, to discuss important world
policies to achieve sustainable development. They should work
in new ways, and take into account new roles and challenges.
Countries with resources should share them, along with their
experience and technology.
Bring together plans for the environment and development in
order to take on the causes of poverty in a unified and
universal way.

What happens in one part of the world affect people everywhere, because the fates of all people and
countries are connected. This means that we need a global pact based on the principles of universality,
fairness, sustainability, solidarity, human rights and shared responsibilities based on everyone's own
abilities.
RENEWING THE GLOBAL PACT

How can children and teens participate in this big global pact?
What does your country need to do to make this possible?
What special contribution could children and teens make to this global pact?
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Part 3

Goals and targets
The Panel has
recommended these
illustrative goals. If the
goals were all carried out,
the five transformative
shifts would be achieved.

s

Universal goals and national target

Twelve universal goals have been proposed for the year 2030, which express a common
hope from all countries. Each goal comes with a group of targets, where each country
has to determine what exactly they will be able to achieve by 2030. There is a total of
52 targets.

Eradicate poverty
1a. Bring the number of people living on less than 1.25
dollars a day down to zero, and reduce the
percentage of people living under the poverty line,
based on 2015 figures.
1b. Increase the percentage of men and women,
communities and companies with secure rights to
the land, property and other goods.
1c. Cover a certain percentage of poor or disadvantaged
people with social protection systems.
1d. Promote resilience5 and reduce deaths from natural
disasters.
What more should your government be doing to
end poverty?
What other goals should be included to end
poverty?

Strengthen the skills of girls and
women, and reach gender equality
2a. Prevent and eliminate all forms of violence
against women, children and teenagers.
2b. Do away with child marriage.
2c. Ensure that women have the same rights to own
and inherit property, sign a contract, start a
business and open a bank account.
2d. Do away with discrimination against women in
economic, political and public life.
How can governments do away with violence
against children and teenagers?
What other targets should countries meet so
that girls and women stop suffering from the
worst consequences of poverty and
discrimination?

[5] "Resilience" is an ability that we can develop to overcome difficulties.
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Part 3

Goals and targets

Provide quality education and
life-long learning
3a. Increase the percentage of children with access to,
and who complete, preschool and kindergarten.
3b. Ensure that every child finishes primary school and
can read, write and count well, in order to achieve
the basic learning required by international
standards.
3c. Ensure that every child, whatever his or her
circumstances, has access to the first levels of
secondary school, and increase the percentage of
teenagers who reach recognized and measurable
results in school.
3d. Increase the percentage of young people and adults
who have the skills they need to work, including
technical and vocational skills.
What should your government do so that all
children and teenagers enter the school system
and complete their basic schooling with quality?
What other targets should be included?

Guarantee healthy lives
4a. Eliminate preventable deaths among
infants and children under the age of
five.
4b. Increase the percentage of elderly, and
at-risk children, teenagers and adults,
who have their vaccinations up to date.
4c. Reduce maternal mortality.
4d. Guarantee universal access to health
care and to sexual and reproductive
rights.
4e. Reduce cases of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis,
malaria, tropical diseases, and priority
communicable and non-communicable
diseases.
What should your government do to
make sure that all children and teens
have access to quality health services?
What other goals would you include to
ensure a healthy life for all children and
teens?

17

Part 3

Goals and targets

Ensure food security and good
nutrition
5a. End hunger and protect everyone's right to secure
access to as much affordable and nutritious food as
they need.
5b. Reduce stunting by anemia in children under five
years of age.
5c. Increase agricultural production, especially by small
farmers who depend on irrigation.
5d. Whether farming fish, or catching them in the sea
or in fresh water, adopt practices that don't harm
the waters, and help fish populations reach and stay
at sustainable levels.
5e. Reduce the amount of food lost after harvest and
the amount of food that goes to waste.

Achieve universal access to water and
sanitation
6a. Provide universal access to drinkable water in
homes, schools, health centers and refugee camps.
6b. End the practice of going to the bathroom out of
doors, make sure that everyone has access to
sanitation in school and at work, and increase the
percentage of homes that have basic sanitation.6
6c. Get the demand for fresh water to match the
available quantity, and increase the productivity of
water in agriculture and cities.
6d. Recycle or treat all waste water from cities, towns
and factories before it is released.
How can governments ensure that everyone has
water and sanitation?

What other goals should be included so that
children and teens can eat right?

What can you do personally to use and take care of
water?

What can children and teens do to eat right?

What other goals would you include so that all
families have basic sanitation?

[6] Basic sanitation in the home means having enough water to take care of all human activities, and to be able to use it right. In other words, to be able to get rid of human
waste in the bathroom, and to get rid of garbage properly so that they don't make us sick.

18

Part 3

Goals and targets

Ensure sustainable energy
7a. Double the use of renewable energy.7
7b. Ensure universal access to modern energy
services.
7c. Double the rate of improvement for
energy efficiency in buildings, industry,
agriculture and transport.
7d. Eliminate the use of fossil fuels that harm
the environment.
What can your country do to ensure a
constant and sufficient energy supply for
all?
What can children and teens do to use
electricity or other modern or
renewable energies more
rationally?

Create jobs, sustainable livelihoods,
and fair growth.
8a. Increase the number of jobs, and the number of
good, decent livelihoods.
8b. Decrease the number of young people without
education, jobs or other activities so that they can
join the workforce.
8c. Strengthen families' and small businesses'
productive capacity by giving them access to
banking services and infrastructure, as well as
transport and information technology (IT).
8d. Increase the number of new businesses with new
products by helping them out and creating business
plans.
What targets should governments set to protect
working children and teenagers?
How should governments help teenagers get the
education and skills they need in order to have
access to decent jobs and not be exploited?

[7] The energy we use comes from many different sources, so we often talk about the global energy "mix" to describe how much energy the world consumes, and from
what different sources, for example fossil fuels (petroleum, coal, etc.), biomass (wood, manure and other organic materials), water power, etc. By 2030, we want to
double the amount of renewable energies in this mix, because right now it is much too low.
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Part 3

Goals and targets

Sustainably manage natural
resources
9a. Governments and companies should make their
economic, social and environmental records
public, and citizens should all have access to this
information.
9b. Make caring for natural resources a more
important part of companies' contracts with the
government.
9c. Protect ecosystems, species and biodiversity.
9d. Reduce the number of trees that are cut down,
and increase the number of trees that are
planted.
How can governments ensure that communities,
families, children and teens are not affected by
the environmental damage caused by certain
companies?
How can children and teens take part in
protecting the planet's ecosystems?

Guarantee good governance and
effective institutions
10a. Ensure that all births are registered.
10b. Ensure that all people enjoy the right to freedom
of expression, to association, to peaceful protest,
and to use independent communication and
information media.
10c. Get more people to participate in public life, at all
levels.
10d. Guarantee citizens' right to information, and
specifically to information about their government.
10e. Reduce bribery and corruption, and hold public
employees accountable.
What measures should governments take so that
all children and teenagers have a registered
identity?
What targets should be included so that children
and teenagers participate in political life?
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Part 3

Goals and targets

Ensure stable and peaceful
societies
11a. Reduce violent deaths and do away with all forms
of violence against children.
11b. Ensure that the institutions of the justice system
are accessible, independent, have enough
resources and respect people's rights.
11c. Put an end to the kinds of situations that lead to
conflict, including organized crime.
11d. Improve the skills, professionalism, and
accountability of security forces, the police and
the courts.
What targets should governments set to protect
children and teens who are at risk of falling into
violent organizations like gangs, drug rings or
mafias, and to reintegrate them into society?
What other targets could reduce the number of
children and teens who use drugs?
What targets should governments set so that
children and teens have the same access to the
justice system as anyone else?
How can we end violence against children?

Create an enabling global environment
and ensure long-term finance
12a. Support a global trade system that is open and fair,
where all countries have equal opportunities to sell
and buy their products on the market.8
12b. Make the necessary changes so that the world
economy remains stable, with long-term
investments from big companies.
12c. Keep the increase in the world's average
temperature below 2°C.
12d. Countries who committed to giving a percentage of
their gross national product to developing countries
should do so. Other countries can also establish
voluntary targets.9
12e. Reduce the amount of money coming from illegal
business and tax evasion.
12f. Work together with developing countries on
science, technology, innovation, and development
data, and help increase their access to them.
What national and international commitments
should governments make to increase investment in
childhood and adolescence?
What commitments should the transnational
companies who benefit from our countries make to
fulfill their responsibility to children?
What commitments should all countries make to
stop international child trafficking and slavery?

[8] There are developed countries who help their farmers financially, for example by lowering their taxes or giving them services or supplies for free or at a low cost. This means
that it is cheaper for their farmers to produce, so on the market, their products always sell better than those of countries where agriculture does not have this kind of help
from the government.
[9] The "gross national product" or "gross domestic product" is the total of all the goods and services that a country produces.
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Do we share a
dream?
We dream of a world where no one is left behind, and where there are schools, health clinics and clean water
for everyone. In this world, there are jobs for young people, businesses are successful, and there is a balance
between what is produced and consumed in the world. In this world, there are opportunities for citizens to
have a real voice and influence in government decisions that affect their lives. A world where the principles of
fairness, sustainability, respect for human rights, and shared responsibilities are possible for the lives and
well-being of all, and where there is a renewed global alliance.

rld in 2030 where
We dream of a wo
agers:
children and teen

To achieve it, we

need:
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