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*Faheema, *Hasifa, *Nadia and *Samra drawing a tree before engaging in a discussion,
Zalingei, Central Darfur
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Children during a pre-field research activity in El Fasher, North Darfur
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This research was led by Sudanese child researchers in North Darfur (El Fasher)
and Central Darfur (Zalingei). It shares children’s views on attacks on their
education, and the impact of these attacks on children and their schooling in Sudan.
The following is a summary of the findings:
Synthesis of Children’s Tree Analysis of Attacks on Education in Sudan

No education
for some years
Closing of
schools

Many children
were left
homeless,
begging and on
the streets

Many children
dropped out of
or lost interest
in school

Families living in
fear for their own
and children’s lives

Students were or
are too scared to
go back to
school
Many children
forced into child
labour and /or
early marriage

Children were
displaced from
Children
their International
only homes December
orphaned2019
due
© Save the Children
and schools
to attacks

Children
frustrated
with life
Many children
were separated
from their
families

Loss of lives and
property

Attacks on villages
by elements in the
armed forces,
militias or groups

Attacks on
opposition
strongholds or
areas perceived to
be sympathetic to
the opposition

Different political ideologies
and the fight for control
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Dispossession or
forceful eviction
of people from
their land to
disempower them

Life came to a
complete standstill,
including schooling
Family livelihood
means crippled –
inability to meet
basic school and
other children’s
needs

Attacks on
Education

Causes

Deliberate attacks on communities;
Destruction of schools and everything in them;
Burning of books and desks;
Using schools as stores for ammunitions and arms;
Using schools as places for armed groups or forces to stay;
Killing many community members including children in schools
and teachers;
Sexual assault or rape against women and girls, including school
girls;
Kidnapping or abduction of children, including school children,
by armed men;
Attacking children in school with stones; and
Deliberate killing and injury of school children and teachers.

Hatred
between
individuals
and
communities

Effects

Loss of
education

Breakdown of
family or
community
support systems

Children were
traumatised and
unable to cope

Conflicts between
animal herders,
farmers,
pastoralists and
nomads over land
ownership and use

Tribal conflicts over power,
control and identity
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Below are children’s key messages and recommendations to duty bearers and key
decision-makers.

Children’s messages
Massage 1

Give all children a safe and quality
education

Make our schools safe for all children to learn
Provide us with furniture — we need something to sit on at
school
Stop corporal punishment in our schools
Children have the right to education. Give every child a free
education

Massage 2

Resettle and rebuild our communities

Resettle diisplaced people back on their land -- in their areas of
origin
Rebuild all communities destroyed by conflict and provide them
with all basic services — such as, good education, good health care,
clean water and electricity

Massage 3

We want justice, peace and security

Stop all wars and tribal conflicts
Provide peace and security to all Sudanese people
Attackers should be made to answer for their crimes
Pay compensation to victims of conflicts in Darfur and other areas
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Children’s messages
To school management, community and tribal leaders, and local
administration
Provide a free education for all children;
Reduce the number of children in the classroom;
To state administration, armed forces and groups
Provide security for everyone;
Support people to return to their lands;
Find solutions to land problems that affect schools and schooling;
Find long lasting solutions for justice, peace and reconciliation.

Other recommendations
To the Government of Sudan
Implement all commitments made during the signing of the Safe Schools
Declaration to protect education from attack at all levels.1
For the Sudanese Armed forces and armed groups, refrain from using schools
and universities for military purposes by training them on IHL and the Safe
Schools Declaration Principles.
Refrain from attacking students, teachers, other school personnel and school
buildings.
Strengthen efforts to recruit women officers, both in the military and in law
enforcement.
Work more closely with the UN, relevant agencies and civil society to make
stronger efforts to monitor and report attacks on education and military use
of schools and universities.
Ratify and domesticate any pending international and/or regional treaty to
protect and guarantee all children’s rights.
Collaborate with local civil society and community members to prevent and
mitigate the impact of attacks on education at all levels.
To the African Union
Together with the Government of Sudan, support domestication and
implementation of the Continental Education Strategy for Africa 2016-2025
(CESA 16-25).2
Government of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, States that have endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/foreign-affairs/development-cooperation/safeschools_declaration/id2460245/.
Site visited 7th July 2019.
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To the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General
for Children and Armed Conflict and other relevant United Nations
bodies
Advocate for the implementation of the commitments made by the
Government of Sudan when it endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration.
Compel listed parties to the conflict in Sudan to end and prevent the
violations.
Restrain from any indiscriminate attack on perceived enemy strongholds that
may put innocent children and other people’s lives in danger
Strengthen all monitoring and reporting partnerships among the UN-led
MRM, Education Cluster, ministries of education, and civil society.
Provide assistance to all male and female victims of attacks on education.

A brief about the methodology
Children led this research study. They were supported by Save the Children staff as
well as duty bearers from the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health and Social
Development, Unit for Prevention of Violence Against Women and Children — in El
Fasher, North Darfur and Zalingei, Central Darfur in Sudan.
Both the training of child researchers and the child-led field research took place
from 14th to 17th November 2019 in El Fasher, and from 19th to 23rd November 2019
in Zalingei. Child researchers aged between 7 and 17 years carried out interviews
and group discussions to gather information from their peers using child-friendly
methods and tools such as the tree analysis tool, the storytelling and drawing
methods.
A total of 87 girls and 131 boys from 9 to 16 years of age in El Fasher and Zalingei
were involved in the study as respondents.
Before conducting the research, child researchers (i.e. 5 girls and 5 boys in El Fasher,
and 5 girls and 5 boys in Zalingei) were trained on how to use the child-friendly
methods and tools, how to conduct inclusive participatory research, and how to
uphold research ethics, and child safety and protection during the process.

African Union, Continental Education Strategy for Africa, 2016-2025, CESA 16-25, pp. 8, 22 & 26.
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/29958-doc-cesa_-_english-v9.pdf
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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
This narrative report is a product from children’s research in El Fasher (North
Darfur) and Zalingei (Central Darfur) in Sudan, on the issue of Education Under
Attack. The child-led research contributes to the objectives of Save the Children’s
‘Integrating Child Protection within the African Peace and Security Architecture’
(ICPAPSA) project3. The ICPAPSA project aims to:
Enhance the commitment and capacity to prevent and respond to violence
against girls and boys within the African Union Peace and Security Department
(AU PSD), East Africa Standby Force (EASF), ECOWAS Standby Force (ESF), and
Member States;
Institute and monitor a functional accountability framework on child protection
within the AU PSD, EASF, ESF, and troop contributing countries;
Increase knowledge, evidence and collective understanding on child rights and
child protection issues within peace support operations; and
Enhance participation among girls and boys affected by armed conflict to
contribute to decisions and processes of the AU, Regional Mechanisms/Bodies,
and Member States.
Child participation is one of Save the Children’s thematic areas in accordance with
Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), as well as
Articles 4 and 7 of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
(ACRWC), which recognise that children have a right to have their views heard and
considered.
This implies that children have a right to be informed and involved in decisions and
actions which concern them, and that their points of view are considered. The
ICPAPSA project was conceptualised with child participation as a key objective and
indispensable to the effective delivery of the project.
Child-led research is a participatory project that aims to engage with children and
young people to conduct pieces of research on related issues that matter to them.
This methodology provides opportunities for children and young people to amplify
their voices and contribute their views as well as influence decision-making by using
their findings to put pressure on stakeholders and decision-makers on issues that
are relevant to them.

Save the Children, Terms of Reference for Facilitating Child-led Research Studies in Somalia and Sudan, Research
Period: July-November 2019.

3
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2.0 PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH
The purpose of the child-led research was to obtain children’s views on Education
Under Attack, and the effect this has had on children and their schooling. The
report therefore captures children’s perspectives on the following:
Attacks or threats of attacks on schools
Harm to students, teachers and other school employees
Reasons why such attacks and threats happen
The effects of these attacks and threats on children and their schooling
Messages and recommendations to duty bearers and key decision makers

*Farid gets views from Aziz, a vulnerable homeless child, on Education under Attack
at the HAC Hall in Zalingei, Central Darfur
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3.0 METHODOLOGY AND APPROACH
Child researchers, who are members of the
Children’s Parliament and/or have been involved in
other Save the Children programme activities, used
participatory methods and child-friendly tools to
gather information from other boys and girls in
El Fasher and Zalingei (for more details on
methodology, see Appendix I)4.

Overall Research Design
A tailor-made training for child researchers and
their accompanying adults was purposefully
designed to facilitate a speedy, but quality, data
collection process with children’s safety and
security in mind. The field research methodology,
which the child researchers were equipped to use,
was specifically tailored to suit the still fragile
(albeit calm) context and a tight research schedule.
The trainings were planned for an average of two
days in each location. The third day was a practical
field pre-test session. Children took the lead, and
with support from duty bearers or social workers,
tried out the research process and methodology as
well as learnt lessons on how to better conduct the
field research.
Children led and carried out the research,
supported by a team of duty bearers and social
workers as well as facilitators. The support was
hands-off, allowing child researchers space to
interact freely with other children. The field
research period, including training, was from 14th to
17th November 2019 in El Fasher, North Darfur;
and from 19th to 23rd November 2019 in Zalingei,
Central Darfur.

Also, see Child-led Research Training Report of August 2019 on the
process. The process was replicated but adjusted to suit the context
and time available for the Sudan research.

4
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Child researchers perform a role play during the pre-research training in El Fasher
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Child-led data collection using child-friendly methods and tools
A total of 20 child researchers (7 to 17 years old) led the research. These included
5 girls and 5 boys in El Fasher, and 5 girls and 5 boys in Zalingei.
Child researchers used child-friendly methods and tools such as the tree analysis
tool, the storytelling, and drawing (picturing research) methods to gather
information from other children.
In addition to accompanying children throughout the training and the field
research process, duty bearers and social workers played a pivotal support role of
ensuring that all children (i.e. researchers and respondents) were protected and
safe.

Number of girls and boys who participated
Accompanied and supported by duty bearers and social workers, child researchers
gathered information from a total of 218 child respondents (87 girls and 131 boys)
between the ages of 9 and 16 as shown in Table 1.
Table 1: Number of respondents5
Location
El Fasher
Zalingei
Total

Number of girls
63
24
87

Number of boys
70
61
131

Total
133
85
218

Analysis of data
Due to the limited time available in each location, the analysis of data collected by
child researchers in El Fasher and Zalingei was done by the lead consultant — in
line with child participation ethical considerations. This was meant to ensure that
all children’s information and views — collected by the child researchers through
group discussions, drawings, the tree analysis and one-to-one interviews via
personal stories of change or storytelling — were accurately captured with careful
documentation and full acknowledgements, without exposing both the child
researchers and respondents to any form of harm or risks associated with the
sensitivities in this study.

Due to sensitivity of the research theme, real names of the child researchers and participants are not shared in
this report. Only pseudo names are used to identify boy and girl researchers and respondents in this report.

5
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4.0 LITERATURE REVIEW6
Sudan has experienced chronic conflict and related insecurity which, in some
regions, has lasted for more than 15 years. Conflict in the western region of Darfur
broke out in 2003. Parties to the conflict have included, on one hand, state actors
from the previous Sudanese regime, and on the other hand, anti-government
non-state armed groups. The United Nations-African Union Hybrid Mission in
Darfur (UNAMID) has been intervening to keep the peace. The conflict in South
Kordofan, Blue Nile and Abyei states began in 2011 after the secession of South
Sudan7. It has largely involved government forces and an armed opposition group
active in South Kordofan and Blue Nile — the Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement-North (SPLM-North). There are also inter-tribal conflicts at play in
Darfur and the three states mentioned above8.
At the time of compiling this child-led research study, Sudan is currently under a
new Transitional Government — viewed optimistically by sections of the Sudanese
people as well as the United Nations and the African Union as a chance to restore
long-term stability to Darfur9. On 11th April 2019, former President Omar Al-Bashir
was deposed and arrested by the military following four months of street
protests10. Prime Minister Abdallah Hamdok was appointed in August 2019. The
process of negotiating peace with all warring parties is still ongoing; and
undoubtedly, a lot of ground needs to be cultivated by the government to bring
together all parties to negotiate for a permanent and lasting peace and
reconciliation in Sudan. This process has brought about some level of calm in the
affected communities in Darfur, though the situation is still fragile.
The many years of conflict have had direct and indirect negative effects on
education. Students, teachers and schools have experienced devastating attacks
from the above actors in their attempts to gain control. According to GCPEA, there
were all types of threats and actual attacks against students, teachers, education
personnel, educational facilities and materials during the 2003 – 2017 reporting
period11.
A more comprehensive literature review of attacks on education in Sudan was written prior to the field research,
as referenced above. This section is a summary of the report.
7
Ibid
8
B. Bromwich, “Repoliticising analysis of natural resources and conflict in Darfur”,
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17531055.2017.1403782, site visited on 17th December 2019;
9
Sudan’s New Transitional Government Presents Chance to Restore Long-Term Stability in Darfur, United Nations,
African Union Officials Tell Security Council, 26th August 2019,
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13929.doc.htm, Site visited on 1st December, 2019.
10
Radio Dabanga, ‘Al Bashir deposed – army seizes power in Sudan’, 11th April 2019,
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/al-bashir-deposed-army-seizes-power-in-sudan; The
EastAfrican, ‘Government sources, provincial minister say Sudan’s Bashir stepped down’, 11th April 2019,
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/africa/sources-provincial-minister-say-Sudan-omar-bashir-stepped-down/
4552902-5066458-2l6ak3/index.html (accessed 20th January 2020)
11
Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA), (undated). Education Under Attack 2018, pp.
218 - 225. http://www.protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/documents/eua_2018_full.pdf. Site visited 07th July
2019.
6
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“Bombing, shelling, arson, and looting damaged and
destroyed hundreds of schools, and killed and
injured students and school personnel in Darfur,
Southern Kordofan, Abyei, and Blue Nile. School and
university students, as well as school teachers, were
also reportedly targeted for their perceived
opposition; and were attacked with live and rubber
bullets, teargas, batons, and other means”12.
All these attacks took place despite the 2002
agreement between the government of the
Republic of Sudan and the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement to protect civilians and
civilian objectives from military attack. Article 1 of
the agreement reconfirmed the parties’ obligations
under International Humanitarian Law and
committed to, among other things, refrain from
endangering the safety of civilians by intentionally
using them as “human shields” or by using civilian
facilities, such as, hospitals or schools to shield
otherwise lawful military targets13.
The GCPEA reported no attacks on schools and
recorded a significant reduction of attacks on
students, teachers, and other education personnel
in 2017. This was attributed largely to the
government’s unilateral ceasefire agreement in
Darfur as well as the ceasefire between the
government and the SPLM-North, both in 201614.

Ibid., p. 218.
Human Rights Watch, 2019. Protecting Schools from Military Use,
Laws, Policies, and Military Doctrine, p. 111. https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/crd0519_web_0.pdf. Site Visited
10th July 2019.
14
Ibid., pp. 219 & 221.
12
13
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A girl researcher interviewing Amal at Hassahissa IDP camp, Zalingei, Central Darfur
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Worth noting also is the Sudan Armed Forces Command Order issued in July 2017
to all divisions to prohibit the military use of schools and guidance on schools in
areas of active conflict15. Although the two ceasefires were reported to still be in
place in early 2017, skirmishes continued16.
The impact of such attacks — and of armed conflict in general — on education in
Sudan is partly blamed for the stagnating progress in the sector17. About 40% of the
7.9 million school age children (5-13 years old) in Sudan are out of school and the
figures are particularly higher in conflict-affected areas compared to
non-conflict areas. For instance, 43% of school age children in the state of Blue Nile
are out of school compared to 6% in the Northern State18.
The key barriers to children’s access to school and reasons why children drop out
— for example the cost of schooling, the distance between home and school, and
socio-cultural norms — are exacerbated by conflict, its related insecurities, and
fear that children will face attacks and violations at school, on the way to and from
school. These are worsened and further negatively influence decisions on children’s
schooling withpeculiar effects on girls19. Moreover, the quality of education in
Sudan’s conflict-affected areas is lowered by loss of instructional time due to
increased teacher absenteeism, reduced investment in education caused by
diversion of education resources to military expenditure, etc.
The next section presents and discusses children’s findings on the themes covered
in this child-led research.
Due to the sensitivities, the following presentation and discussion of children’s
findings are hinged on the above review of existing literature20; and will therefore
not make explicit or specific references to parties involved in the conflict.

Information provided by the Office of the Special Representative to the UN Secretary-General for Children and
Armed Conflict, April 2019. Cited in Human Rights Watch, 2019. Protecting Schools from Military Use, Laws,
Policies, and Military Doctrine, p. 111.
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/crd0519_web_0.pdf. Site Visited 10th July 2019.
16
United Nations, Children and Armed Conflict, Report of the Secretary-General, 24th August 2017, p. 23. https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1726811.pdf. Site visited 14th July 2019.
17
UNICEF Sudan, 2017. Consolidated Strategy Note for the Country Programme of Cooperation 2018-2021 in
Sudan, p. 55.
http://files.unicef.org/transparency/documents/Draft%20Strategy%20Note%20-%20UNICEF%20Sudan%20-%2011%20Aug%2017.pdf. Site visited 11th July 2019.
18
Ibid., p. 55.
19
Ibid, p. 56.
20
See references consulted for this literature review.
15
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5.0 CHILDREN’S UNDERSTANDING OF EDUCATION
UNDER ATTACK
The understanding of Education Under Attack by children in El Fasher (North
Darfur) and Zalingei (Central Darfur) offers a glance into how the conflict has
affected the children, their education and schooling21. For the young researchers in
Zalingei, Education Under Attack was seen as a situation where:
“School children get killed or shot. Children experience a loss in the family due to
conflict that affects them and their schooling.They are traumatised and live in fear that
the attacks may happen again. Parents are scared to send children to school. Many
children drop out of school and many others become homeless”22.
In El Fasher, Abdo expressed his understanding of education under attack in the
below drawing23. Jamal, narrating his experience, associated Education under
Attack to lack of access to education due to displacements caused by conflicts.

Drawing No. 1
Drawing by *Abdo
(age not provided)
from Al Salam IDP
camp, El Fasher,
North Darfur. Abdo
explained his
drawing as follows:
Armed men are
shooting and killing
pupils using guns.
Others are
throwing stones at
the pupils.

During the child-led research trainings in Zalingei, child researchers were asked, “What comes to mind when
you hear “Education under Attack?” Also, children’s drawings, stories of change and the tree analyses provide
authentic insights into how children understood Attacks on Education.
22
Child research during the training in Zalingei, 19th November 2019.
23
Abdo, age not provided, Al Salam IDP camp, El Fasher, North Darfur, 15th November 2019.
21
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“We now live in Abushouk camp for internally displaced people. For long, we did not
have an education until an NGO built a temporary school for us. Our original village is
Jabel Sei.We were attacked by an armed group. Many people were killed; and many
others were injured. During this attack, I also lost a brother and sister…”24.
Children’s views on Education under Attack are shaped by their own experiences
or the experiences of others within their contexts. Their understanding of
Education under Attack provides context to the definition provided by the Global
Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (See Box 1)25.
Box 1:
GCPEA’s Definition of Education Under Attack
“…as any threatened or actual use of force against students, teachers, academics, education support
and transport staff (e.g., janitors, bus drivers), or education officials, as well as attacks on education
buildings, resources, materials, or facilities (including school buses). These actions may occur for
political, military, ideological, sectarian, ethnic, or religious reasons. Attacks on education not only
kill, maim, and traumatise students and personnel, but also disrupt students’ right to education. They
impede the ability of instructors and educational institutions to offer inclusive, quality education, and
they restrict students’ access to schools and universities”.

*Amal explaining her drawing in El Fasher, North Darfur
Jamal, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, North Darfur, 17th November 2019.
Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA), (undated) Education Under Attack 2018, p.16.
http://www.protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/documents/eua_2018_full.pdf. Site visited 7th July 2019. Also,
see: A Desk Review Report — Child-led Research Study on Education Under Attack and its
Effects on Children and Their Schooling, July 2019.
24
25
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6.0 ATTACKS ON EDUCATION IN SUDAN
This section discusses and analyses children’s findings on:
Attacks or threats of attacks on schools; and
Attacks or threats of attacks on school children, teachers and other people
working in schools
The following story, which covers both elements above, is told by Leila who learnt
about attacks suffered by her community from her mother26.
Box 2:
‘When war broke out in 2003…’
“I’m a student at a school called Amal Basic School for the IDPs. Personally, I did not see the war. But
my mother told me about it. She said that war broke out in 2003. My parents used to live in Abata in
Mariam village. The attackers killed many people, raped girls, kidnapped children, harmed many
innocent people, and looted property. Schools were all destroyed and everything in them. My father
was also killed”.

*Ahmed at Hassahissa IDP camp using drawing to express his experiences about the conflict.
26

Interview using the storytelling method with Leila, 15 years old, Hamadiya IDP camp, 22nd November 2019.
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6.1 Attacks or threats of attacks on schools
Both in North and Central Darfur, children living in the settlements of internally
displaced people (IDPs), reported that there were indiscriminate attacks on their
villages, in many cases destroying everything — including schools, homes and other
structures. For instance, children in Abushouk IDP camp in El Fasher reported
that27:
“Our schools and other school property, such as furniture, were destroyed”28.
“Our villages, homes and schools were burnt down. All our school and home furniture
as well as other items were also stolen”29.
“Our village was attacked. The attackers destroyed our schools and mosques. They
killed people and robbed property. My grandfather was killed while trying to defend
himself and protect his property.The attackers stole his vehicle”30.

A destroyed village in El Fasher, North Darfur. © Save the Children International
Interviews conducted by child researchers using the storytelling method with individual children, Abushouk IDP
camp, El Fasher, North Darfur, 17th November 2019.
28
Abdulkarim, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, 17th November 2019.
29
Hafez, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, 17th November 2019.
30
Mustafa, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, 17th November 2019.
27
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Destruction or burning of schools and entire villages was reported to have been a
widespread problem (see photo on page 13). Deliberate destruction of entire
villages was repeated again and again across all IDP camps visited by child
researchers in El Fasher and Zalingei31.
Destruction of villages where children live with their other family members meant
that people’s way of life came to an end, as depicted in the story in Box 332. Omar
explains in his drawing how attacks on their villages have brought everything to a
complete halt — including children’s education and schooling (see Drawing No.
2)33.
Box 3:
‘Our school was burnt down…’
“Our village called Furo was attacked and burnt down. The attackers killed our people and looted
our properties. We were displaced to Zalingei; and we now live here in Hassahissa IDP camp. When
our school was burnt down, it was very difficult for me to go back to school.We lost everything. Now,
we have nothing. We lack many things — even very basic things children need in daily life or to go
to school”.

Drawing No. 2
Drawing by *Omar
(age not given) in
Zalingei. This is his
explanation of what
he drew:
Korro, a village in
Darfur, was
attacked. Homes
and schools were
burnt down. Even
agricultural fields
were destroyed.
Many children
became homeless
because their homes
were destroyed.
Child respondents in Al Salam, Zamzam and Abushouk IDP camps in El Fasher (North Darfur) interviewed by
child researchers on 15th, 16th and 17th November 2019 respectively; and in Hamadiya and Hassahissa IDP camps in
Zalingei (Central Darfur) on 22nd and 23rd November 2019 respectively.
32
Interview using the storytelling method with Fatimah, not in school, age not given, Hassahissa IDP camp,
Zalingei, 23rd November 2019.
33
Drawing and explanation by Omar, age not provided, in Zalingei, Central Darfur, on 21st November 2019.
31
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Children also mentioned: “A village and a school were attacked and burnt down by
elements in the armed forces on trucks. They used explosions and artillery guns to
attack the school. Many people were killed and injured. Children stopped going to
school”34.
In addition, it was mentioned by children that some schools were taken over by
armed forces and groups. The schools were used as stores for arms or places for
combatants to stay35.
Besides the above attacks, the recent students’ demonstrations demanding for
improved welfare for teachers in El Fasher led to an attack on children in schools
and their education. According to the children, students’ demonstrations —
triggered by teachers’ refusal to teach because of unpaid salaries — were the
reason why the attack happened. In many cases, school children were forced to
take part in demonstrations against their will36.
Though not attacked by armed forces or groups as in the above cases, this was the
closest some children have come to see attacks in and on schools happen before
their very eyes. Many of them were very young or unborn in 2003 when conflict
first broke out between the government and armed groups in Darfur37. Children
reported in their tree analysis that:
“Schools closed for some time and children were scared to go to school”38.
“Demonstrators attacked children in schools with stones, injuring many of them. They
wanted us to join their demonstration”39.
“Students were beaten and injured. School property, such as, benches, chairs and tables
were destroyed”40.

Explanation by Hiba, 12 years old, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 23rd November 2019.
Interviews using the storytelling method with individual children, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th November
2019. This is corroborated by the UN Children and Armed Conflict Report of the Secretary General, 24th August
2017, p. 21. Also see, Global Coalition to Protect Education From Attack, 2018, page 218,
http://www.protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/documents/eua_2018_full.pdf, Site visited on 20th December,
2019
36
Tree analysis and Interviews using the storytelling method with children in Al Salam IDP camp, 16th November
2019.
37
The armed groups involved were the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).
38
Interview using the storytelling method with Nafisa, 13 years old, Al Salam 27 Basic School, Al Salam IDP camp,
El Fasher, 16th November 2019.
39
Interview using the storytelling method with Rayan, 16 years old, Al Salam 32 Girls Basic School, Al Salam IDP
camp, El Fasher, 16th November 2019; and with Abu, 12 years old, Al Salam 30 Basic School for boys,
16th November 2019.
40
Interview using the storytelling method with Ismail, 16 years old, Al Salam 30 Basic School for boys, Al Salam IDP
camp, El Fasher, 16th November 2019.
34
35
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Many children who participated in this study seem to agree on how important it
was to address teachers’ welfare and students’ education or school needs since
these negatively impact their education and schooling41.

6.2 Attacks or threats of attacks on school children, teachers
and other people working in schools
School children, teachers and other education personnel were not spared from
attacks or threats of attacks. In the tree analyses of different groups of both girls
and boys, and storytelling by individual children in Abushouk IDP camp (El Fasher),
children reported that girls and women were targeted for rape during attacks.
Some of the victims were school children. They indicated that sexual assaults
against women and girls were largely committed by elements in the armed forces
and the militias42. Similar attacks on women and girls were also reported by
children in Zamzam IDP camp and Al Salam IDP camp in El Fasher. One story that
explains these attacks is from Samar and is presented in Box 443.

Box 4:
‘Women and girls were raped…’
““My family came from Taweela, west of El Fasher. The militia attacked our village. They raped many
women and girls, killed many people, damaged schools, looted animals, other property and food.
They also burnt down a lot of houses. We were pushed out and forced to come to El Fasher.”

The sexual assaults or rapes could have resulted into unwanted pregnancies. This
may explain why child researchers emphasised the need to include the plight of the
many children without fathers in Zalingei44. Also, a number of adult men, many of
whom were perhaps fathers, lost their lives due to conflict.
Children’s findings showed that some children were abducted during the attacks
and forced to serve as combatants45 and for other purposes, such as serving as
guides and translators. Among these were school children.
Interviews conducted by child researchers using the storytelling method with individual children, Abushouk IDP
camp, El Fasher, North Darfur, 17th November 2019.
42
Tree analyses and storytelling by groups of boys and girls in Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th November 2019.
43
Thirteen-year-old Samar living in Al Salam IDP camp, El Fasher, 15th November 2019.
44
Issues raised by girl researchers during the training in Zalingei, 20th November 2019.
45
Interviews via the storytelling method with boys and girls at Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th November
2019.
41
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Across the two study locations, children reported that children, teachers and other
people were arbitrarily killed or injured46. For children who had experienced
gruesome atrocities committed against their loved ones, teachers or friends,
schools were no longer the safe spaces where they could learn, make friends and
play. Schools were akin to battlefields.
On attacks on children, their teachers and other people working in schools, child
researchers recorded children’s stories, some of which are highlighted in Boxes 547
and 648:

Box 5:
‘Attacked when we were having a lesson…’
“We were having our lesson when our school was attacked. I saw armed men, shouting and firing
their guns. Blood was everywhere — books and desks were burnt. Pupils were confused, running
aimlessly. We didn’t know what to do. Some teachers and pupils were killed; others were injured.
Those who escaped lost interest in studying. They decided to keep away from school. Not even the
offer of security or support could get them back to school”.

Box 6:
‘I saw my teacher and peers being killed…’
““We were attacked by the militia. My relatives and friends were killed. The school head teacher and
the teachers were also killed. I was studying in one of the schools that was attacked. While hiding in
a corner of an old latrine, I saw terrible things happen. No one saw me! I saw my teacher and some
children being killed in the classroom. Then, the classroom was set on fire. Luckily, I was able to
escape from danger. I came to Hamadiya camp. Something in me made me to refuse ever to go back
to school. I have even hated my life”.

Interviews and discussions by child researchers with other conflict-affected children in El Fasher and Zalingei
between 15th and 23rd November.
47
Interview using the storytelling method with Ibrahim, a child living on the street, Humanitarian Aid Commission,
Zalingei, Central Darfur, 21st November 2019.
48
Interview using the storytelling method with Mahmud, a boy not in school, 13 years old, Hamadiya IDP camp,
Zalingei, Central Darfur, 22nd November 2019.
46
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Drawings No. 349 and 450 shed more light on the grievous attacks on the lives of
children and their teachers.

Drawing No. 3
Drawing by *Habib
(age not provided)
at Hassahissa IDP
camp, Zalingei.
*Habib explained
his drawing as
follows:
This was our school
when the conflict
started. The enemy
attacked and killed
students in school.
He attacked school
teachers. Our home
was also attacked.
My mother was
shot. My sister was
shot in the legs.

49
50

The story was told by Habib, age not provided, Hassahissa IDP camp, Zalingei, 23rd November 2019.
Drawing by Munira, 12 years old, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 23rd November 2019.
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Similar incidents of attacks on villages and schools occurred in other areas viewed
as opposition strongholds or areas sympathetic to the cause of armed opposition
groups.
As shown, children’s study findings portray a grim picture of a systematic
campaign of attack that has indiscriminately targeted entire communities or
villages, through arson, bombing, shelling and shooting. In the process, many
schools have been destroyed. School children, their teachers, other people working
at schools and many other people have been killed or injured.

Drawing No. 4
Drawing by
*Munira, 12 years
old, Abushouk IDP
camp, El Fasher.
Below is her
explanation:
An attack on a
village and school
by elements in the
armed forces on
trucks, causing
death of teachers
and children at
school. Explosions
and guns were used.
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7.0 REASONS WHY ATTACKS AND THREATS HAPPEN
Children provided the reasons why attacks and threats on education and their
schooling took place. Findings from this research can be categorised in the
following interlinked reasons:
Different political ideologies, interests, and the fight for control. This sometimes
manifests in the form of attacks on opposition strongholds or areas perceived
to be sympathetic to opposition groups.
Dispossession or forceful eviction of people from their land to disempower
them. This sometimes manifests in the form of attacks on villages by elements
in the armed forces or armed groups.
Tribal conflicts over power, control and identity. These sometimes manifest in
the form of conflict among animal herders, farmers, pastoralists, and nomads
over land ownership, access and use.

Different political ideologies, interests, and the fight for
control
Differences between political groups in Darfur have been some of the main causes
of attacks on villages or communities regarded as opposition strongholds. In many
cases, failure to resolve differences between warring parties was met with military
force, disrupting people’s way of life (for example, children’s education and
schooling) in villages and displacing them.
For political reasons, the attackers waged a campaign to destroy entire
communities in order to disempower people, cripple their livelihoods, and destroy
their way of life. Schools, hospitals, markets, and mosques among other buildings
were destroyed. As a result, many displaced families were unable to meet even very
basic school and other needs of their children. The campaign ultimately brought all
life to a halt, including children’s schooling.
During attacks on villages, the militia were in some cases said to be well facilitated.
Children’s findings repeatedly showed that these militia groups were supported to
attack communities perceived to be working with opposition groups51.

Interview using the storytelling method with Majid, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th
November 2019; apparently, this was the position held in the IDP camps visited in El Fasher and Zalingei from 15th
to 23rd November 2019.
51
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As one child put it, “The militia attacked the biggest village of Korma northwest of
El Fasher. Many people, including women and children, were killed. Many others
were injured, some of them having to live with disabilities for the rest of their lives.
Many more were displaced to IDP camps in El Fasher with no means to support
themselves”52. Another attack is expressed in a homeless boy’s drawing (Drawing
No. 5)53.

Drawing No. 5
Drawing by *Majid,
a homeless child,
who left home
following an attack
on their village
A military plane
was used to bomb
my village and
school.

Box 7:
‘When my village was attacked…’
“I’m from the tribe of Fur. Before the attack, we used to live with other tribes. All was well. Then, the
militia attacked my village. They attacked my people with helicopters and heavy artillery. They killed
many people, kidnapped children and raped girls. They even looted our property. When I think about
all this, I don’t feel like a Sudanese”.
Interview using the storytelling method with Hashim, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th
November 2019.
53
Drawing by Majid, a homeless boy, Humanitarian Aid Commission Hall, Zalingei, 21st November 2019.
52
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The affected communities or villages were looked at as being supportive of armed
opposition groups and the cause they were fighting for54.
According to the children’s findings, “The attacks were caused by the conflict
between the armed groups and the militia working with elements in the armed
forces”55. This implied that the militia were not working alone. Yaqub narrates his
experience with attackers (see Box 7 above)56.

Dispossession or forceful eviction of people from their land
to disempower them
It was reported for example that armed attackers used force to drive people off
their land. They forcefully took over farmlands, water points, and food without
being punished57.
Throughout the study locations58, children’s findings revealed that despite their
atrocities, some armed groups or attackers seemed to enjoy special treatment and
acted with impunity59.
Bilal said: “The militia attacked our village because they wanted our land for
grazing. They burnt homes and schools. They also killed my uncle and some
children”60. Fahima mentioned: “My mother almost got killed by armed forces
because of conflicts over farmland. We were displaced from our home. It is now not
easy for me to be in school. I’m always sent away from school because we cannot
pay school fees”61.
Displacement due to forceful eviction of people from their land by armed attackers
was seen as a major reason why children’s education and schooling was disrupted.

Armed opposition groups reportedly recruited their fighters from mainly the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa. See
“Understanding the Darfur Conflict: A Report from the Government of Sudan”, 19th January 2005,
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/understanding-darfur-conflict (accessed 13th December 2019).
55
Interview using the storytelling method with Ayesha, 13 years old, Al Salam IDP camp, El Fasher, 15th November
2019.
56
Interview using the storytelling method with Yaqub, 12 years old, Hamadiya IDP camp, Zalingei, 22nd November
2019.
57
Interview using the storytelling method with Nasrin, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th
November 2019.
58
Interviews and discussions with other children carried out by child researchers in El Fasher and Zalingei using
child friendly tools, 15th-23rd November 2019. It should be noted here that the IDP camps visited for this research
study are homes to the displaced tribes of Fur, Masalit and the Zaghawa.
59
Interviews and discussions with other children carried out by child researchers in El Fasher and Zalingei using
child friendly tools, 15th -23rd November 2019.
60
Interview using the storytelling method with Bilal, age not provided, Zamzam IDP camp, El Fasher, 16th
November 2019.
61
Interview using the storytelling method with Fahima, age not provided, Zamzam IDP camp, El Fasher, 16th
November 2019.
54
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Conflicts over land ownership, access and use
In their findings, children cited conflicts between farmers and animal herders as a
major reason why there have been attacks or threats of attacks in Darfur62.
Disputes have broken out between farmers and herders over ownership and/or use
of land for farming and grazing63.
Conflicts over farming and grazing land were said to be never-ending64. Historically,
the conflict is viewed as complex — often pitting farmers and animal herders
and/or nomads and pastoralists against one another65.The tribes of Birti, Zaghawa,
Masalit and Tunjur are some of the farming communities, while the nomadic Arabs
and Medob are animal herders66.
In their findings, children referred to these clashes as tribal conflicts67. Some
herders, who are armed, shot the farmers whenever they complained or tried to
stop herders’ flocks from destroying their crops or farmland. In other cases,
herders grabbed land from farmers to graze their animals. This has been the case
especially in Zalingei, although such incidents were said to be common in other
areas as well68. It is such conflicts that have been blamed for some of the attacks on
villages — killing and injuring many people, including school children; disrupting
livelihoods; destroying schools and school property, hence interrupting children’s
education and schooling; and causing many community members and families to
flee their homes for safety.

Interview using the storytelling method with Nadia, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th
November 2019.
63
Interview using the storytelling method with Rayan, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th
November 2019.
64
Interview using the storytelling method with Ismail, age not provided, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th
November 2019. 65 For a deeper understanding of the complexity of the land question in Darfur, see B. Bromwich,
“Repoliticising analysis of natural resources and conflict in Darfur”,
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17531055.2017.1403782, site visited on 17th December 2019; also see
“Understanding the Darfur Conflict: A Report from the Government of Sudan”, 19th January 2005,
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/understanding-darfur-conflict.
66
Informal interview with a key informant by the team leader, El Fasher, North Darfur, 16th November 2019.
67
Interviews and discussions by child researchers with other conflict-affected children in El Fasher and Zalingei
between 15th and 23rd November 2019; see B. Bromwich, “Repoliticising analysis of natural resources and conflict in
Darfur”, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17531055.2017.1403782
68
Informal interview with a key informant by the team leader, El Fasher, North Darfur, 16th November 2019;
Interviews and discussions with other children carried out by child researchers in El Fasher and Zalingei using child
friendly tools, 15th-23rd November 2019.
62
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A collage of 13 drawings by children, depicting attacks on education and their effects on
children and their schooling.
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A girl researcher leading a tree analysis with participation of children, including *Farid, a
child living with disabilities, in Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher
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8.0 EFFECTS OF ATTACKS ON
CHILDREN AND THEIR SCHOOLING
Systematic destruction of entire villages did not only
deprive people of homes to raise and look after their
families, it also denied children their right to go to
school and have an education. Children’s study findings
show the effects attacks on education have had on their
lives and education. These are summarised in the tree
analysis summary in the Executive Summary and
detailed below. First, a story highlights the effects:
“Because of attacks”, children said during their tree
analysis, “children lost their education”69. Others pointed
out that “schools closed because both Quran and other
schools were completely destroyed”70.
During a tree analysis activity at Hassahissa IDP camp,
children said that their village was attacked and burnt
down. Schools were also targeted. Many children lost
their lives and an entire community was displaced.
People fled to safety.
Children did not want to return to school out of fear of
what had happened. Some children lost interest in
school. For those children who still wanted to be in
school, their families could no longer afford to buy
school needs for them. This is because they lost
everything they had.

69
Tree analysis by 6 boys and 6 girls, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th
November 2019.
70
Tree analysis by 7 boys and 4 girls, Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, 17th
November 2019.
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Building on the above, the effects as described by children fall under the following
categories:

Family displacement and its impact on education and
schooling
Attacks on villages disrupted people’s way of life. Families were displaced and many
children were separated from their families. Other children were abandoned. After
losing loved ones to attacks, many children were left unaccompanied and at risk or
in the hands of people who could not give them all the care and protection they
needed. Some of these effects are highlighted by stories in Boxes 871 and 972.

Box 8:

Box 9:

‘I am a girl and trapped here’

‘We cannot go to school’

“When my village was attacked, I became
very depressed. My father was killed. I lost
my education. I hated the world. We came to
Zalingei town. Two years later, my mother
remarried. Her husband doesn’t like me and
my sisters. We are scared and don’t know
what to do. I thought of leaving, but I’m a girl
and I can’t go out like boys do. That is why
I’m trapped here”.

“Our village was burnt down. Many children
were killed, and girls were raped. My father
was also killed. That is why we are here at
Hamadiya IDP camp. Life is so difficult here
without my father. We are hungry, poor and
live in poor shelter. We cannot go to school”.

Displaced families had to find new ways to sustain their lives. Nazrin said, “We are
displaced. We don’t have enough food, healthcare, and education”73. Displacement
cut off whatever means of support families had to take care of their children.
Inevitably, families were more preoccupied with their children’s feeding than their
education. The story in Box 1074 explains this further.

Interview using storytelling with Amina, 13 years old, in Hamadiya IDP camp, Zalingei, Central Darfur, 22nd
November 2019.
72
Interview using storytelling with Fatima, 12 years old, in Hamadiya IDP camp, Zalingei, Central Darfur, 22nd
November 2019.
73
Interview using storytelling with Nazrin, age not provided, in Abushouk IDP camp, El Fasher, North Darfur, 17th
November 2019.
74
Interview using the storytelling method with Marwan, originally from Jabal Sei, age not provided, Abushouk IDP
camp, El Fasher, North Darfur, 17th November 2019.
71
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Box 10
‘We did not have an education for a long time’
“Attackers took everything we had. We have no food; and we have no farms to grow our own food.
We have nothing to do to get money. We depend on kind people and organisations for support. For
a long time, we didn’t have education until one NGO built us a temporary school using local
materials. In the IDP camp, every family has a very small piece of land to build a home. We share
latrines and other resources. Many children and their family suffer from diseases, malnutrition, and
poverty. In the camps, we are always fearful; but we cannot do much to protect ourselves”.

In addition, many children had to leave school to work to support their families or
to contribute to family income, as narrated by the following child:
“After our village was destroyed, we came to Hamadiya IDP camp. I feel hopeless
because we lost everything we had. I want to go to school, but my father won’t let me.
He wants me to go with him to work with him on the farm. I feel like a victim who is
stuck between the camp and the village I left. I need someone to help me to have a
future that is secure”75.
Other children in school were at risk of dropping out because their parents could
not afford to pay their school fees or buy them school essentials. Many children
said repeatedly, “Teachers always send us away because we have not paid school
fees”76.

Loss of education and interest in school
Children had no schools to go to anymore. They were bombed or burnt down.
Children said that their books, benches, chairs, tables and other school property
were also destroyed or looted. Death and injury in schools caused many children
to drop out of school. Others completely lost interest in school. Children and their
other family members feared that children would be attacked at school77.

Interview using storytelling with Ismail, 16 years old, in Hamadiya IDP camp, Zalingei, Central Darfur, 22nd
November 2019.
76
Tree analysis discussions and interviews (storytelling) by child researchers with conflict-affected children in IDP
camps in Zalingei and El Fasher, 15th—23rd November 2019.
77
Tree analysis discussions and interviews (storytelling) by child researchers with conflict-affected children in IDP
camps in Zalingei and El Fasher, 15th —23rd November 2019.
75
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Schools were no longer the safe places for children to learn. One child explained
the effects of attacks on education as follows:
“In my village, we were attacked and robbed by the militia. They killed my aunt. I left
school for a while, then went back. But now I can’t go on because I’m really
traumatised”78.

Breakdown of family support systems that used to provide
children with emotional care and protection
Children’s findings revealed that attacks on villages and schools affected children in
many unimaginable ways79. Separation from or death of parents deprived children
of adults who loved and cared for them, causing them a lot of anxiety on how to
cope without them. Because of attacks, family or community support systems that
used to provide children with emotional care and protection completely broke
down. This was perhaps the biggest disservice to children and their other family
members. In the absence of such support systems, children and their other family
members were exposed to all sorts of protection risks and/or mental or other
psychological disorders. Box 11 carries the story of Rayan, a traumatised child 80.
Box 11
‘I became traumatised…’
“After my father and mother were shot dead, I became traumatised. My life was terrible, and never
the same. Whenever I see crowds of people, I’m reminded of the attackers; and I imagine them
surrounding the buildings and threatening our lives. That is why I cannot control my thoughts and
do normal things other children do. My memories always take me back to the bad things I saw”.

Homelessness
Without a parent or home to go to or return to, some of the children — who left
their villages unaccompanied after the attack — became homeless. Children
narrate their experiences of homelessness in the following story and in Drawing
No. 681.

Interview with Abdo using storytelling, age not given, Zamzam IDP camp, El Fasher, 16th November 2019.
Tree analysis discussions and interviews (storytelling) by child researchers with conflict-affected children in IDP
camps in Zalingei and El Fasher, 15th-23rd November 2019.
80
Interview using storytelling with Rayan, age not provided, in Hamadiya IDP camp, Zalingei, Central Darfur, 22nd
November 2019.
81
Interview by Sayid with Munir, a homeless child, using a mix of drawing and storytelling, age not provided,
Humanitarian Aid Commission Hall, Zalingei, 21st November 2019.
78
79
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“I am like any other child who would like to stay peacefully with his or her family. One
night (around midnight), we heard a loud noise. We got out to see what was wrong.
There was fire burning everywhere in the village. Our school was destroyed. I lost my
father, a brother, and some of my friends. That is the reason why I left my village and
came to Zalingei”82.

Drawing No. 6
Drawing by *Munir,
a homeless child
living in Zalingei
(age not provided).
Below is his
explanation of the
drawing:
I left my village
after an attack. I
have nowhere to
stay. When I go to
the mosque, I am
sent away. The
mosque is the only
safe place I know.
So, I am forced to
spend the night
under a tree close
to the mosque.

Other children spent their lives on the streets begging or doing menial work to
survive.
Interview with Sadiq, a homeless boy, age not provided, Humanitarian Aid Commission Hall, Zalingei, Central
Darfur, 21th November 2019.

82
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Incidences of discrimination
Some children said that they often faced discrimination, even at school83.
For children, destruction of their communities and schools was a form of
discrimination against their people. Destruction of schools denied children from
displaced families an education and a future. Displacement to the IDP camps also
meant that many children could not get an education at all or they could only get
an education that was not good enough. In their findings, children reported that
“children were being sent away from school because their parents were unable to
pay their school fees”, “there was a lot of lashing using whips”, “classrooms were
overcrowded”, “there was not enough learning materials”, and “the education was
not good enough”84.
Children looked at all this as a form of discrimination against the education of
children from displaced communities.
Findings by child researchers bring to light the tragic experiences of fellow
conflict-affected children — following the bombing or burning of villages they once
called home; loss of loved ones and friends; and attacks on their education.
Below are children’s messages and recommendations.

*Zarifa listens carefully as *Samiya explains her life experience through drawing, Zalingei, Central
Darfur
Incidences of discrimination against the African people of Darfur and other states have been widely reported.
For example, discrimination or ill treatment of Darfuris was in certain cases linked to or influenced by actual or
perceived support of opposition or rebel groups. See, “Country Policy and Information Note, Sudan: Non-Arab
Darfuris, page, 23rd—24th, August 2019, https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/59831f4f4.pdf
84
Tree analysis discussions and interviews (storytelling) by child researchers with conflict-affected children in IDP
camps in Zalingei and El Fasher, 15th-23rd November 2019.
83
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9.0 KEY MESSAGES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Children’s messages
Children’s messages have been clustered into three categories as shown in the
diagram below:

Massage 1

Give all children a safe and quality
education

Make our schools safe for all children to learn
Provide us with furniture — we need something to sit on at
school
Stop corporal punishment in our schools
Children have the right to education. Give every child a free
education

Massage 2

Resettle and rebuild our communities

Resettle diisplaced people back on their land -- in their areas of
origin
Rebuild all communities destroyed by conflict and provide them
with all basic services — such as, good education, good health care,
clean water and electricity

Massage 3

We want justice, peace and security

Stop all wars and tribal conflicts
Provide peace and security to all Sudanese people
Attackers should be made to answer for their crimes
Pay compensation to victims of conflicts in Darfur and other areas
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Recommendations
Children’s recommendations
To school management, community and tribal leaders, and local
administration
Provide a free education so that all children can go to school;
Reduce the number of children in the classroom to make learning easier for
children;
Stop beating children in school; and
Let us unite and work together to avoid conflict.
To state administration, armed forces and groups
Provide security for everyone, including schools;
Stop all conflicts and wars;
Provide people with the basic services they need, such as a good and quality
education for children;
Support people to return and settle back in their land;
Rebuild destroyed villages and schools;
Talk to one another and find solutions to land problems that affect schools and
schooling to avoid putting schools, children and their education at risk; and
Use dialogue and other peaceful ways to find long lasting solutions for justice,
peace and reconciliation.

Other recommendations
To the Government of Sudan
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Implement the commitments made when the Government of Sudan endorsed
the Safe Schools Declaration in October 2015, at all levels of education85.
For the Sudanese Armed Forces and armed groups, refrain from using schools
and universities for military purposes, including by integrating the Guidelines for
Protecting Schools and Universities from Military Use during Armed Conflict into
domestic policy, operational frameworks, and training manuals, as far as is
possible and appropriate.
Refrain from targeting students or teachers who are not taking direct part in
hostilities, and also attacking buildings dedicated to education – such as schools
and universities – that do not constitute military objectives.
Strengthen efforts to recruit women officers, both in the military and in law
enforcement, and if officers are stationed near or at schools, ensure gender
parity.
Work with the UN, international agencies, and civil society to strengthen and
support existing monitoring and reporting mechanisms, and report attacks on
education and military use of schools and universities to the UN-led MRM,
Education Cluster, or other monitoring partners, as relevant.
Strengthen domestication of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict ratified by
the Government of Sudan on 26th July 2005, the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure, among
other international and regional treaties, to ensure the realisation of children’s
rights.
Expedite reporting on the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child, by submitting its periodic report and providing comprehensive and
accurate reporting on the situation of children, especially those living in
conflict-affected areas.
Collaborate with local civil society and community members to develop early
warning systems, contingency plans, comprehensive safety and security plans,
and other initiatives to prevent and mitigate the impact of attacks on education
at the school and university levels that respond to the specific needs and
experiences of males and females and vulnerable groups.
To the African Union
Together with the Government of Sudan, support domestication and
implementation of the Continental Education Strategy for Africa 2016-2025
(CESA 16-25)86. While all 7 pillars are important and all twelve strategic
objectives are critical, given the context in Sudan and the issues raised by
children in this report, special consideration should be given to:
Government of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, States that have endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/foreign-affairs/development-cooperation/safeschools_declaration/id2460245/.
Site visited 7th July 2019.
86
African Union, Continental Education Strategy for Africa, 2016-2025, CESA 16-25, pp. 8, 22 & 26.
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/29958-doc-cesa_-_english-v9.pdf
85
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o Pillar (1) “Strong political will to reform and boost the education and
training sector”;
o Pillar (2) “Peaceful and secure environment”; and
o Strategic Objective 10, “Promote peace education and conflict prevention
and resolution at all levels of education and for all age groups,” including
“train[ing] teachers, social workers, security forces, representatives of
religious organizations and civil societies as peace actors and mediators” to
promote the use of dialogue and other peaceful ways to find permanent
solutions to political and security problems to bring about lasting peace and
reconciliation, as recommended by children.
For all armed forces and groups, refrain from using schools and universities for
military purposes, including by integrating the Guidelines for Protecting Schools
and Universities from Military Use during Armed Conflict into domestic policy,
operational frameworks, and training manuals, as far as is possible and
appropriate.
To the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict and other relevant United Nations bodies
Advocate for the implementation of the commitments made by the
Government of Sudan when it endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration.
As mandated under Resolution 1998 of 201187, compel listed parties to the
conflict in Sudan who were reported to be responsible for recurrent attacks or
threats of attacks on schools and protected persons (students, teachers and
other education personnel) in relation to schools88 to end and prevent the
violations. In this regard, strengthen efforts to influence the Government of
Sudan and other relevant parties to prepare tangible action plans with specific
timelines to end and prevent the violations.
Establish, strengthen, and systematise monitoring and reporting partnerships
among the UN-led MRM, Education Cluster, Ministries of Education, and civil
society.
Provide non-discriminatory, contextually appropriate legal, medical, and
psychosocial assistance to male and female victims of attacks on education,
including sexual and reproductive health services, and engage in outreach to
ensure that victims have access to such services.

UNSC, 2011. Resolution 1998, Adopted by the Security Council at its 6581st meeting, on 12th July 2011.
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1998%20(2011)&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
88
Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Engagement with
Parties to Conflict Who Commit Grave Violations Against Children,
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/tools-for-action/engagement-with-parties-to-conflict/.
Site visited 7th July 2019.
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Appendix I: Methodology for the Child-led research
A total of 20 girls and boys (i.e., 10 from El Fasher in North Darfur and 10 from
Zalingei Central Darfur) led the research. A literature was done in July 2019 to
inform the training of child researchers and, later, the analysis of findings. Tools,
already developed for a similar study in Somalia, were slightly adjusted to suit the
context in Sudan. Specifically, child researchers used simplified focus group
discussions together with the tree analysis to collect data. The drawing and
storytelling methods were also used.

The research questions and tools
The research methodology was informed by the definition and the six categories
considered by the GCPEA69. Because of contextual sensitivities – and considering
the Do No Harm principle with regards to minimising possible risks to child
researchers and child respondents – the six categories were collapsed into two
main categories. The language was modified as reflected in the following two
broad research questions:
1.

How was the school infrastructure damaged by conflict? [armed people
/ actors in conflict]
Includes all school types:
x
x
x
x
x
x

2.

Madrasas / kindergartens / pre-school
institutions
Primary school institutions
Secondary school institutions
Vocational institutions
Non-formal education sites
Tertiary institutions, including
universities

Infrastructure means:
x All types of school buildings
- classroom blocks,
- offices,
- libraries,
- storage facilities, etc.
x School furniture
x Playgrounds

How have students, teachers and other education personnel been
harmed by conflict? [armed people / actors in conflict]

Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack, 2018. Education Under Attack 2018,
http://www.protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/documents/eua_2018_full.pdf
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Includes all school types:
x
x
x

Harmed while at school
Harmed on the way to school
Harmed on the way from school

Infrastructure means:
x Consider harm to boys and
girls, women and men
x Physical harm
x Abduction, recruitment
x Threat of violence
x Sexual violation / abuse
x Emotional harm e.g.
humiliation, shaming, etc.

Child researchers gathered data from other children using the What?, Why?, and
How? Framework. The Guide was further modified to make it more child-user
friendly in order to get child researchers and respondents from different
backgrounds to be meaningfully involved within the limited time that was available.
Focus Group Discussion / Interview Guide

1.

What damage was caused on schools? OR What harm was
caused to school children? (or teachers or other people who
worked in schools)?

2.

Why were they attacked? OR Why were they harmed?

3.

How did this affect children, children’s education and schooling?

4.

What should be done to address this problem?

5.

What message do you have for the leaders?

During the data collection process, trained child researchers used the tree analysis,
drawing and stories of change / storytelling to gather data on the above questions.
Below are the child friendly tools and how they were used by the child researchers:
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A.The Tree Analysis Tool

How?
How? – to determine the
effects or consequences of
attacks on education

What?
What? – to determine
the nature of attacks
on education
Why?
Why? – to determine
the reasons for or
causes of attacks on
education

After conducting a tree analysis with other children, child researchers sought
recommendations from them using the two questions stated under
recommendations in the Focus Group Discussion / Interview Guide.
B. Drawing method
Though ideally planned to be used by younger children, the drawing method was
also used by older children to get their views.
Child respondents were given time to vision the “attacks on education (or
communities)” based on the What?, Why?, How? Framework; and then draw
their pictures.
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After the children were done, the child researchers ask each one of them to explain
what they had drawn. The child researchers wrote down the explanations and
attached them to their respective drawings.
C. Stories of change / storytelling
The culture of storytelling is widespread in Africa. Child researchers used the
storytelling method to get to the bottom of specific cases that had emerged. The
method was also used by child researchers to explore stories they had identified
from individual children during the data collection process.
Case stories were captured through storytelling. In a separate interview, children
were asked to narrate their stories using the What?, Why?, and How? framework.

Sampling and sample size
Children were drawn from the following categories:
Children from host communities
Children in displacement (IDPs)
Children in school
Children not in school
Other categories of vulnerable children, e.g., children living with disabilities,
children living / working on the streets, homeless children, orphans, etc.
Different tribal / ethnic representation
Children were drawn from the following categories:
Age cohorts – Children of the age groups: 8 to 12; 13 to 15; and 16 to 18
(focus group discussions to be organised separately per age cohort)
Sex – both girls and boys
A total of 218 child respondents (87 girls and 131 boys) between the ages of 9 and
16 were involved in the research study.
Table 2: Number of respondents Location
Location
El Fasher
Zalingei
Total

Number of girls
63
24
87
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Number of boys
70
61
131

Total
133
85
218
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http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYafJ7mw4EutPvYSkpnaruQ

