Stori bilong Mi:
15 Years of Poro Sapot
Stories of Change from the Poro Sapot Project

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The stories of change in this booklet demonstrate the strength, resilience and impact of the
Poro Sapot Project community. This community has been shaped and supported by many
key stakeholders and Save the Children would like to acknowledge and thank them for their
contributions.
This project and its achievements would not have been possible without the support of the
Australian Government. Save the Children would also like to acknowledge the support of Abt
Associates staff working in the Health and HIV/AIDS Implementation Service Provider.
Save the Children would also like to acknowledge the Papua New Guinea National
Department of Health for their many years of engagement and support with the Poro Sapot
Project. In particular, Save the Children would like to thank the STI/HIV ADIs Program
Manager, Dr Nick Dala; the Secretary for Health, Pascoe Kase; the Deputy Secretary for
Health, Health Services Standards and Interim Head of NACS, Dr Paison Dakulala; and the
Southern Region STI and HIV Coordinator, Dr Gideon Nano.
Save the Children would like to thank the many other stakeholders who have supported the
work of Save the Children in implementing the Poro Sapot Project, including:

CONTENTS
Foreword ...........................................................................................................................................................4
The Storyteller..................................................................................................................................................6
The Reformist...................................................................................................................................................8
The Highland P.O.V........................................................................................................................................10
The Role Model..............................................................................................................................................12
The Gatekeeper.............................................................................................................................................14
The Night Owls..............................................................................................................................................16
The Lion of Lae...............................................................................................................................................18
The Changemaker.........................................................................................................................................20
The Positive Thinker......................................................................................................................................22

•

The National AIDS Council Secretariat

The Straight Shooter....................................................................................................................................24

•

IGAT Hope

Keeper of the Peace......................................................................................................................................26

•

Kapul Champions

The Healer.......................................................................................................................................................28

•

Friends Frangipani

•

The Royal Constabulary of PNG

•

Dr Greg Law from the PNG Sexual Health Society

•

Dr Nico Wuatai from the NCD Provincial Health Department

•

Eastern Highlands Provincial Health Authorities

•

Lae District Health Services

The impact of this project has been made possible through the commitment and dedication
of Save the Children in Papua New Guinea’s staff, both past and present. Special thanks to
the Poro Sapot Project Manager, Lydia Seta, and senior staff Jonathan Wala, Emma David
and Sonia Gawi. Save the Children also acknowledges the contribution of Poro the Dog, who
has been a loyal mascot for the Poro Sapot Project and has cared for the Poro Sapot staff,
volunteers and project participants for over 10 years.
The stories of the Poro Sapot participants featured in this book were powerfully conveyed
through the images and footage captured by Rob McKechnie and the writing of Sam Aiton.
Save the Children would especially like to thank those at the centre of the Poro Sapot Project
– our project communities and participants – for embracing this project and working alongside
our organisation to achieve greater protection of sexual health, rights and well-being for key
populations who continue to be marginalised. These stories of change wouldn’t have occurred
without the people who have been driving the Poro Sapot Project in their communities – our
Peer Outreach Volunteers. Save the Children would like to thank them for their commitment
and leadership in delivering health messages and support to those who need it, and for their
spirit of friendship that has been at the heart of the Poro Sapot Project community.

2

3

FORWORD
The Poro Sapot Project

A Note From the Country Director

The Poro Sapot Project, funded by the Australian Government, is a sexual and reproductive
health (SRH) project that has worked with key populations in Papua New Guinea for
over 15 years. The project has been far-reaching, operating in NCD, Eastern Highlands,
Morobe, Western and Central provinces. The Poro Sapot Project engaged police, service
providers, gatekeepers, community groups and other key stakeholders to create an enabling
environment for the promotion and protection of sexual health, rights and well-being among
most at risk populations.

Often when we talk about HIV, we talk in numbers. We talk of thousands and millions. 35
million people dying of AIDS-related illnesses globally. 40,000 Papua New Guineans living
with HIV. We talk in percentages. A 0.9% prevalence rate in PNG. A 6% increase in infection
rates in 2016.

The Poro Sapot Project worked to improve the sexual and reproductive health of key
populations by training and supporting Peer Outreach Volunteers, creating linkages to
health and other services, providing clinical HIV and SRH services at the Poro Sapot NCD
Clinic, conducting trainings for partner organisations and advocating for the rights of key
populations. The Peer Outreach Volunteer model has been the backbone of the Poro Sapot
Project, delivering SRH awareness and health messages in an accessible way to those
who need it most, as well as providing a support network and a sense of community to a
population who remain marginalised. At the heart of all Poro Sapot work is the protection of
sexual and reproductive health rights for female sex workers, men who have sex with men and
transgender people, and the promotion of a key population-led HIV and SRH response.
In just 2016 alone, the Poro Sapot Project resulted in:
•

19,932 one-to-one contacts made with key populations

•

6784 beneficiaries directly accessing STI prevention services

•

1460 beneficiaries receiving clinical services from our one-of-a-kind clinic, including
68 clients receiving ongoing antiretroviral treatment for HIV

•

791,603 condoms being distributed

•

Over 5000 beneficiaries being tested for STIs

•

469 gatekeepers, police and community leaders being trained on the issues faced by
key populations

With so much talk about numbers, it’s easy to forget what we’re counting. Each number is
made up of individual people, each one experiencing a personal journey of living with HIV.
Each one a part of a household, a family and a community. When we talk about reducing risks
of contraction or provision of sexual and reproductive health services, we are talking about
activities that can dramatically impact the course of people’s lives. Not only the lives of those
who contract or are vulnerable to HIV, but also of those who care for them, who share a
community with them, and who are part of a nation with them.
Globally, Save the Children has joined the fight against HIV in over 14 countries. In Papua
New Guinea, we have led the HIV response among the most at-risk populations for almost 15
years. As an organisation committed to delivering results, we often measure our performance
using numbers as well – success is represented as a metric on a scorecard, designed to
evaluate what a project has achieved and the impact it has made.
What we cannot forget, and what I hope you take from the stories shared in this book, is that
success, achievement and impact are not only measured by numbers. They are captured in the
change experienced in a person’s life. In how they now feel like part of a team when before
they felt alone. In how they now have knowledge and skills to help others when before they
didn’t feel they could. In how they can now look forward to watching their family grow when
before they feared they never would. And in how they now speak proudly, feel confident, and
imagine a future Papua New Guinea where they are safe and protected.
These stories are the measure of change that cannot be defined by numbers but speak
volumes to the difference that can be achieved when a community comes together. The Poro
Sapot Project has made an impact on thousands of individuals, families and communities.
These stories are a window into the lives of those at the heart of the HIV response in this
country; the people whose voices we must elevate and the community that has shown us that
the most powerful change occurs through unity, support and commitment. To those of you in
the community that created these stories of change – thank you.

Jennifer El-Sibai
Papua New Guinea Country Director
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THE STORYTELLER
Aiva Bill, Area Facilitator,
Kainantu

Aiva is keen to share her story. Even though it’s a painful one for her to tell.
“Life was very hard. I was bought up in a poor family. I couldn’t afford to finish school let alone
look after a child. I gave my first child to my parents to look after. My second was adopted by an
uncle. I stayed with the third father for eleven years. But when he found out I was still working as a
sex worker we got a divorce.”
Herself adopted as a child, Aiva knew no other way to support herself and her children other than
to work in the sex industry. At the time, she knew nothing of the risks.
“Condoms were only available from the hospital,” she remembers. “Hidden in the hospital. And
they were only seen as a family planning method, not prevention from disease. I never knew about
them. I was not having safe sex.”
In 2003, Save the Children began running the Poro Sapot Project near Aiva’s village in Kainantu.
They were recruiting volunteers to help build awareness around safe sex. Aiva became one of
those recruits.
“That’s when I learned that I may easily have been infected with HIV,” she says. “Considering all the
behaviour I had been involved in. Having been with so many men. I could have died. I was so lucky.”
Aiva was trained as a Peer Outreach Volunteer (POV). She went to villages where she knew the
risk of sexually transmitted infection (STI) was high and where women had been dying from being
infected. She taught her peers about the importance of prevention, how to practice safe sex and
the dangers of HIV and other diseases.
“I worked with female sex workers, sitting one to one. But before I began talking to them about
how to protect themselves, I would tell them about my own experiences. I would tell them my
stories and then later I would discourage them from following the same path. When I tell my story,
it helps them to change their behaviour, it encourages them to find other ways to get by.”

When I tell my stories I usually cry. It was a very difficult past. And then
all these girls I talk to are crying at the same time.
After volunteering for several years, Aiva became employed as a staff member within the project.
“I’m so grateful,” she says. “This project helped me change my life. And helped me to live longer. If I
didn’t become involved with Save the Children, I could still be working as a sex worker.
“We have educated so many women out there in the villages. We already showed them the
pathway, how to get treatment and how they can look after themselves.”
Aiva is encouraged by the response to the project and believes the message is getting through. But
she’s still concerned about the ‘young ones’. Concerned that if the next generations don’t receive the
same support and get the information they need, that the work that has been done will unravel.
“The health workers in the hospitals don’t go out in the field. They only treat the patients who
come to see them. They don’t go in the villages to help prevent disease or educate people about
the risks that exist.
“That’s why what we are doing is so important. We are not here to judge. We are just here to
help, to educate and to help people stay safe and live longer. This work we are doing, I know it is
saving lives.”
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I was a drunkard, I went around to clubs, hotels and I conned a lot of men. While I was
drinking one day, Mavis came and found me. She told me a new project called Poro Sapot had
started. She said it was a good project and that she wanted me to join and to work with her.
So, the first lady that chose me was Mavis, the lady from Kerema.
She showed me where to get treatment and where to get help. The project showed me where
to get help and this big change happened in my life. In many of my friends’ lives too. Since the
Poro Sapot Project came, they now know that there’s a place to get support.
So, we started gathering the sex workers, giving them advice and telling them about the new
Poro Sapot Project and the services that are available to them. They were very happy. They
said “the project came for our benefit, for women like us”. Yes, they were very happy.
Now, if they go out with men, they tell them to use condoms. ‘No condom. No sex.’ That’s
what they tell them. If they’re going to use condoms, then we can go with them. If not, they
can go away. We don’t care how much money they’ve spent on our beer or food. That’s
their problem.

The project showed me where to get help and this big change
happened in my life.
Before the Poro Sapot Project started, many of my girls died. Many mothers also died from
STIs. Poro Sapot came and told us to go for STI checkups and treatment. We took medication
and that’s how we survived.
My ladies used to be shy when Poro Sapot started the first time. Now they’re not shy. They
sit and listen to me. We talk about HIV, STI, do female condom demonstrations, male condom
demonstrations and discuss where and how things come about. We educate the girls and
some have now settled down, got married, have children and go to church.
Before the Poro Sapot Project, they were too ashamed to go to the hospital. But now they
don’t feel shy to go. The awareness has reached my community. If you go and talk to them,
they always open up.
The project helped me a lot and I would like to say a big thank you. They are saying it’s
winding down, but that’s not what I’m thinking…

THE REFORMIST
Buba, FSW & POV, Kainantu
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Six years ago, Junaren was a sex worker living and working in Goroka. At the time, she did
not practice safe sex with her clients and as a result she became very ill.
Like many of her peers, she was afraid to go to the health clinic and suffered in silence at
home. Thankfully, a Peer Outreach Volunteer (POV) from the Save the Children Poro Sapot
Project (PSP) came to her and encouraged her to see a community health worker at the
hospital. This health worker had been educated as part of the PSP on the specific health risks
associated with sex work, so Junaren received the urgent care that she needed. She was given
medication that saved her life.
Sex workers in this region – and all over PNG – are reluctant to visit health clinics where
they expect they will be stigmatised. Without the training and awareness provided by the
PSP, many health workers are unprepared and insensitive to the needs of these minority
groups. The sex workers fear they’ll be told to bring in their partner and that they too will
be encouraged to undergo treatment. This common practice makes the women particularly
uncomfortable, as they don’t always have one steady partner. This alone is enough to cause
them to hide away in their homes and not receive the treatment they need.
Having experienced this herself, Junaren decided to become a POV. She distributed condoms,
gave demonstrations on their correct use and ensured the women understood the need to
check use-by dates. She also gave one-on-one support to her peers. She encouraged them to
go to health clinics for regular check-ups or for treatment when they were sick, just as a POV
had done for her.
Junaren is very proud of the work that she did as a POV. She’s certain that because of the
work the PSP is doing there are many less women who are suffering from STIs or HIV. She
believes that without the project, the women would not have felt empowered to negotiate
with clients about the use of condoms or to refuse sex if the client insisted on not wearing one,
something which many now do.
Junaren is no longer a sex worker but rather an advocate, and she insists that the PSP has
saved her life. But she is worried about this project coming to an end.

What will the women do without the support of the POVs?
“When they are sick they stay in their houses, afraid to let the community know of their
status. It is only the POVs from Poro Sapot who go out into the community, into their homes
and assist and support them, refer them to the hospital and take them to their appointments.

THE HIGHLAND P.O.V.
Junaren, Peer Outreach Volunteer, Goroka
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Grace Beno has been part of the Poro Sapot Project for 8 years. In that time, she has grown
to be a role model for her community, her peers and her family.
Grace started sex work when she was 15, after the death of her mother. As a young woman,
she knew very little about HIV and other STIs and practiced unsafe sex.
“I was lucky at that time,” she remembers. “Lucky that I didn’t hit the hard rocks. Lucky to be
on the safe side.”
But things started to change in 2008. Her cousin contracted HIV and became very ill. Grace
was his primary carer. “I didn’t have any information on HIV, all I knew was the name. I was
lost. When I found out I didn’t know what to say, I didn’t know how to take care of him. I
would bath him, cook for him. He didn’t have the strength to do it.”
Soon after her cousin passed away, Grace lost her husband. She became a single mother of
four children. In 2009 she came across Save the Children and the Poro Sapot Project. They
were doing awareness raising sessions in her community of Joyce Bay. “When I heard them
talking I thought ‘I belong to that group of people they are talking about’. That is what
motivated me to become a peer educator,” she says.

I think I need to go and learn something and teach my peers.
The training that Grace received has changed her and helped her get to where she is now.
She has learned how to take care of herself, how to use condoms correctly and how to be
a role model. “We carry out lots of awareness training and sensitisation in Joyce Bay, and I
think that the community have come to understand me and my peers for who we really are.
We support each other, the other Peer Outreach Volunteers (POVs) and sex workers. And
they use condoms now. The POVs are the condom distributors. I am so proud of the work
that I am doing.”
For the last couple of months Grace has been employed by the Poro Sapot Project as an Area
Facilitation Officer, supervising POVs in Joyce Bay. And it’s these relationships that make
her most proud. “I am so proud to help my peers, my friends. In the workplace and in the
community, that is what I do. I am proud of helping others, my heart is for the people.”

THE ROLE MODEL
Grace Beno, Area Facilitation Officer,
Port Moresby
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THE GATEKEEPER
Frank Turi, Gatekeeper, Lae
Frank works as a guard and ‘Gatekeeper’ at Kamkumung Guest House. A residence which
provides temporary accommodation and a safe environment for Female Sex Workers and
their clients.
My name is Frank Turi. I live and work in Lae.
Four years ago, I started work as a guard at the Kamkumung Guest House. It was my first
time working at a guest house. At first, I didn’t understand the importance of using condoms.
Nor did the Female Sex Workers (FSW) who worked here, or their clients. They didn’t
understand how to have safe sex. They did anything they wanted, they didn’t seem to care.

I just thought this was normal behaviour.
In 2015, I was approached by Save the Children to be a Gatekeeper in the Poro Sapot Project.
Since then, I’ve had a lot of training and learned a lot about the correct use of condoms and
preventing HIV and other STIs. I also know how important it is that FSWs have access to
clinical services. I have taken all that I’ve learned from the training and applied it to my work
at the guest house.
The Poro Sapot Project provides me with condoms to distribute to the FSWs and their clients.
I also provide demonstrations for them, to make sure the condoms are used correctly – to
help prevent the spread of disease. The clients have responded well to these demonstrations,
some even come back and thank me for educating them and helping to protect them from HIV
and other STIs.
An even more important part of my work is supporting and protecting the FSWs who use the
guest house. Through the demonstrations and information that I have provided, the FSWs
are now confident enough to negotiate with clients before they enter the room, and to refuse
them if they don’t agree to practice safe sex.
I also encourage the workers to access the health clinic on a regular basis and to make sure
they take the time to meet appointments. A few of the FSWs that have been educated through
the project now realise the risks involved in their work, and have decided to return home to
their families.
I am very proud of my work as a Gatekeeper in the Poro Sapot Project. I feel like I'm saving
lives as well as helping to protect the future generations of Papua New Guinea, including my
own children. I hope they too will grow up to be well-educated and understand what is right
and what is wrong.
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THE NIGHT OWLS
Steve and Antonia, Night club owners
and Gatekeepers, Kainantu

My name is Antonia. He is Steve. We started the nightclub in 2013. The Melody Club.
In the early days, this place was rough. There were no other clubs in Kainantu. The people
here had no experience with clubs and didn’t know the behaviour we expect. They had no
‘club manners’. So it was very rough.
It took us time to educate the people – our customers – about how they must behave in the
club. And with time, they changed.
So, we have this club. Our customers come. And then we realised that some of our customers,
including sex workers, are infected with STIs.
We didn’t know about these things. But Save the Children invited us to workshops where they
educated us about helping people to practice safe sex and prevent the spread of infection.
We found that most of our customers wanted us to help them become better informed. So
part of the work we do here is to promote prevention of STIs. And to look after the ladies and
the sex workers. To talk with them and to distribute condoms when they need them.
The workshops were very helpful. We knew that HIV was there. But we didn’t know the right
words to use.

We weren’t educated about how to inform others. But when we had
the training, then we knew what we were talking about.
We also had Save the Children come and train our staff. All our staff should know about
prevention. They should have a fair amount of knowledge about how to help and talk to the
customers who are coming into their club.
Then we saw that many customers were coming here because they knew it was safe and that
there were condoms available. And the girls who come here, if they are working, they know
they are free to talk with us.
We’re really proud to be leaders of this cause in our community. If you want to be a leader
you must help and support your people. Talk to them and help them with their health. And
they will respect that.
Our customers come here, they buy our beer, it’s our duty to inform them of the dangers that
are around us. I used to tell them, ‘you might be thinking of fighting with guns and bush knives
but you’re not thinking of the one true killer that is living among us, and it’s spreading like
wildfire.’ That’s what I used to tell them.
And the education and awareness gives the working girls who come here a sense of
empowerment. If they don’t want to go, they don’t go. If he is not going to practice safe sex,
they won’t go. And if she says no, it means no. We’re not only providing information about
prevention, we are also helping to protect them and helping them to protect themselves.
As soon as the girls come through our gate, they’re under our care. And we take care of
them. Maybe that’s why they call us the Gatekeepers.
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THE LION OF LAE
Robin, Peer Outreach Volunteer, Lae
My name is Robin. I now have the courage to be who I am.
In the village where I grew up I would help my Mum in the garden and follow her around.
I’d do chores that boys don’t do. Mum would tell me to go and hang out with boys but I’d
continue to hang out with girls. In the village, I didn’t experience stigma or discrimination. The
people understood who I was. They understood I was a boy who liked to do girl things.
It was when I went to high school, outside of the village, that the boys started to bully me. I
didn’t want to go to school. I would tell my teachers I was sick. Eventually I was expelled. I’d
stay at home, hang out with friends or hang out at ‘hot spots’ as a sex worker.
Now I do peer outreach for the Poro Sapot Project. I started as a volunteer in 2011.
I talk to my peers about safe sex practices, give them counselling advice, distribute condoms
and give referrals to healthcare service providers. That’s my normal day.

Poro Sapot has given me training and support that’s given me the
courage and confidence to be bold.
It’s given me the confidence to stand up for my rights as an individual. I wouldn’t be here
if not for Poro Sapot. It’s given me the confidence to speak, and now I feel like a complete
human being.
Every day of my life – rain, hail or sun – I am facing discrimination. It’s part of my daily life. But
I no longer fear the stigma. Poro Sapot has helped me and now I am helping my peers. It’s no
good if I have this training and information and don’t share it with my peers, so I talk with them
and share my knowledge and encourage them to access services and to live a healthy life.
People living with HIV in Lae are facing stigma and discrimination. Including family rejection.
Many are not open about their status and keep their medication hidden, they are scared to
tell their family.
Poro Sapot is helping educate families about HIV. Giving them a basic understanding,
explaining that you can’t be infected from touching. And encouraging families and relatives
to provide support and not be angry. Poro Sapot has done a lot to educate families and help
them understand and respect us. But we have to understand it won’t happen overnight.
I’m proud and happy that I have done so much with Poro Sapot. It has changed my life.
Without Poro Sapot I would have died. Finished. But Poro Sapot has taken me to a new level.
In the future, I’d love for us to have a clinic of our own. To talk openly about our worries, to be
ourselves and have the support of each other. We just want to freely access the services, to be
free from the discrimination and to have the same rights as everybody else.
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As a transgender man, I’ve faced a lot of abuse from my family and from my community.
The stigma we face in PNG has a lot to do with cultural beliefs. For many families and
communities, being different is just not acceptable. So a lot of us really just put on an act. But
you can’t put on an act for your whole life!
That’s why a lot of my friends leave home. They relocate themselves to a place where they
can feel more comfortable. Many of them engage in nightclubs, doing shows etc. And this is
how they become vulnerable to HIV, abuse and gender based violence.
When I was introduced to Save the Children, I could see that here was an organisation that
would allow me the freedom to be who I am.
It has really changed me personally, in terms of communicating, meeting new people and
making new friends. The projects engaged me in a lot of activity and helped me to understand
that I had an opportunity to participate.

It’s been an eye-opener for me and has changed the way
I live as a transgender man.
I’ve been involved with Save the Children since 2006.
As a Peer Outreach Volunteer, I give basic HIV prevention training, peer to peer counselling
and am involved with condom distribution to ‘hotspots’ – places where the gay and
transgender community is engaged. We place a strong emphasis on precaution. We make
sure our clients go for regular check-ups, provide basic HIV information and we work to
prevent gender based violence issues.
I’ve seen first-hand how vitally important these programs are for my community. They’ve
helped a lot of people, and allowed them to become who they are today.
The only clinic we access in Port Moresby is the Save the Children clinic. You will hardly ever
find a gay man or a transgender accessing a general clinic. They’re so scared of the response
they will receive and the way they will be treated. It’s very hard.
But here, the way the staff communicate, their sensitivity – it makes my friends feel more free
to come. So, most of them come here. It’s the only option, a ‘one-stop-shop’ for them. This
clinic should be an ongoing access point for my friends. It’s more safe for them to come here.
I wish there was greater acceptance of our community. But it takes years for attitudes to
change. If we can at least get a little bit of respect, of who we are and of our identity. We’ll
continue to lobby for that. We’re keeping our fingers crossed.

THE CHANGEMAKER
Ian Ako, Peer Outreach Volunteer,
Port Moresby
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My name is Michelle Taviri.
I am 57 years old and I have been a Peer Outreach Volunteer (POV) for 10 years. I had two
children with my first husband but that marriage ended and I got married again. It was my
second husband who gave me the HIV virus. I was feeling very unwell and my doctor sent me to
the Poro Sapot clinic for a blood test. After three blood tests, I was told that I was HIV positive.
It was the saddest day of my life, I cried uncontrollably. I remember being in the counselling
room of the clinic and one of the staff, Florence, counselled me. She gave me strength, and told
me it is never too late. She said, “stay on the ART, be faithful to your medicine, eat well and
look after yourself.” Without this support, I would have died.
Soon after, I became a Peer Outreach Volunteer in the Poro Sapot Project
Since I have been a POV I have enjoyed helping the women that I work with, helping them
access the clinic, take their ART on time, eat well. But I am also firm with them, I tell them
that if they aren’t faithful to their medicine and don’t look after themselves then they have
signed their death warrant. I am always making sure that they wear a coat when it is cold as
their immune system is weak.
I am a very passionate and proud woman, but Save the Children has moulded me. Through
the training, I have learned to be humble and respectful. We as POVs, we are humble, and we
are faithful in our work.

We do it for the good of this country, we want to save our young
Papua New Guinean men and women who are going to die.
As an HIV positive woman, I face stigma and discrimination along with the other peer
educators. To us it is a normal thing, but we are not scared. We are tough, and we can face
it. For some they hide themselves away and they die which is sad, but for me, I am willing to
face the world. I did not ask for this, it was my husband who gave this virus to me. I am strong,
confident and I can face the world. You can throw words at me, but who cares? My husband is
the one to blame. You can attack me, but I can face you. I am strong, I am not scared.
This is the message that I give to my peers with HIV. Be strong, think positive. Don’t think
negative. When you lose hope, and start thinking negatively, that is when you die. Think
positive, be confident – that is my advice. Don’t give up, don’t lose hope.

THE POSITIVE THINKER
Michelle Taviri, Peer Outreach Volunteer,
Port Moresby
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THE STRAIGHT SHOOTER
Mark*, Peer Outreach Volunteer, Port Moresby
I am Mark*, I grew up in Port Moresby. This is my birthplace.
We’re working with the target groups. The key populations. MSMs (men who have sex with
men), FSWs (female sex workers) and TGs (transgenders). We know how to work with them.
We’re all from the same basket, so we can communicate directly.
We teach STI and HIV prevention, create awareness, explain how to use condoms in a safe
way; that’s the only way to prevent these diseases. We also talk about positive living, how to
live, how to take the right medicine and live a long life, a normal life, like ordinary people.
When I came here, I had a lot of training, learned a lot of different skills. It helped me
understand that MSMs have the same rights as every human being who lives on this earth.
So now I come here and I work with them, I realise we are all human beings. We have our
rights. The project has educated me; it has saved me. It has brought me up to a level where I
am equal to everybody. It’s enabled me to become a role model in the community.
I have to talk to my peers with confidence. Talk straight. Because what comes from my mouth
can be life-saving. If I give you the wrong information on how to protect yourself from HIV and
you get infected, you’re going to die. So my word…it’s life…when I’m doing my job.
I talk facts. And speak honestly. When I talk with guys, I will talk the truth. And always the
truth will set you free. That’s one of the things I try to tell most of the people I come across.

My word is life. And my word is truth.
Most of the MSM community in Port Moresby are just part of the general population. They’re
married, they have kids, but they still practice same/same sex. But when they go to the health
clinic, they don’t disclose this. They are hidden and they move around in fear. Fear that their
status will be exposed.
But because of the service that Poro Sapot provides, they can say ‘that’s my clinic’ and they
will come. They’ll tell us what they are doing and will get the information and the treatment
they need.
Most of my peers will access services here, because of the stigma and discrimination they
face in general outpatient clinics. When you are part of this group and you come here, you
feel that you’re at your home. You can speak as you like. And if you want to scream, you can
scream too. Because it’s your house.
It’s important, as an MSM, that you have one of your peers at the clinic – that you know him
and he knows you personally – that way, you know you’ll get the service you need.
I just hope – one fine day – these people will walk around free, and move around this country
without fear of discrimination. And we’ll be happy Papua New Guineans.
*Name changed to protect identity
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I am Tio. I am the Community Leader of Mix Compound in Kainantu town.
I was appointed by my community to represent Kainantu and I am the Deputy Chairman of
the village court magistrate. I’ve been living here since 1972.
Before Save the Children came here, HIV and STIs were a big problem. So many of my people
were being affected. But when the Paro Sapot Project engaged with our community we saw
things begin to change.
I‘ve attended several training meetings with the organisation. They’ve given me an
understanding of what the programs are doing and how I can help facilitate them as a leader
here. The community knows what these programs are doing. They understand the importance
of the service they provide and that they are having a positive impact on the lives of people
here. So they not only accept the staff and volunteers in their villages, they welcome them.
I have seen a lot of change in this area.
Previously we had nightclubs and bars stretching along the highway, as far as the next
province. I saw the dangerous behaviour these places would attract. The risks were high.
But after the education and the awareness grew, and safe sex was encouraged, I saw that
people’s views and attitudes began to change. They became aware of the risks they had been
taking.

Yes, there’s still partying going on, but it’s not as wild as it was
before. There’s more of a sense of responsibility.
I work closely with the Peer Outreach Volunteers (POVs) in the work they do. I help
strengthen the cause at my level. We work as a team. Save the Children, the outreach
workers and community leaders. That’s where the strength lies. They get support from us and
we get information and better understanding of the issues from them.
If one piece of that puzzle were to fall apart or go missing or disappear altogether, I can tell
you this community will be greatly affected. It definitely helps me with my job to have this
organisation within the community. It complements the work we do.
And I’m not only speaking for my community, but every other community in this region.

KEEPER OF THE PEACE
Tio Sevelifa, Community Leader, Kainantu
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THE HEALER
Jena Jacob, Community Health Worker,
Kainantu

My name is Jena and I work as a Community Health Worker.
Since the Poro Support Project came to Kainantu, it seems the rate of STI cases has been
coming down. I believe it’s because the Peer Outreach Volunteers (POVs) go into the villages,
to talk directly with the people who are most vulnerable. They sit with them, tell their own
stories, teach them how to look after themselves and encourage them to come into the clinic
for treatment.
Health workers are not going into the villages like this. We stay at the health centres or
clinics. We diagnose them and give them treatment but we don’t go out and find them and tell
them they need to come and see us.

It’s the Peer Outreach Volunteers who spend most of the time with
these vulnerable communities. They are the reason the clients come
to see us. And that’s why the rate of STI cases is coming down.
In the past, when a person was diagnosed as HIV positive, they would never come into a
normal health clinic or a hospital. Never ever. They feared the stigmatisation and being
treated with disrespect. And they were suffering! They stayed in their village and many of
them died. They didn’t know they could help themselves.
But that’s changed since Poro Sapot. POVs have been going into the village communities,
spending time with them, talking with them, allowing them to open their hearts. The
volunteers provide everything that the HIV positive man or woman needs. Everything. Until
the time that he or she will decide to come to the clinic.
In the past, we knew how to diagnose. We knew the signs and symptoms. But when Save the
Children came, they did so much work with us. They trained us and gave us so much more
insight into STI cases. Things that I didn’t know, they taught me and now I’m up to date.
Now we treat them and we talk to them and we give them health education and explain how
they can look after themselves.
Plenty of people with sexual health concerns like to come to me. And I enjoy working with
them. The way I speak to them, and share what I know, it’s really helpful to them. And when
they come here, they speak in a way that shows they are grateful. They like to talk to me.
Many of them open their hearts to me. They share what they are feeling and they feel they
are free to come.
The work of the POVs is very important. It works because they’ve had similar experiences that
they can share. That’s the most important thing this project is doing. And that’s why I like to
work with the Poro Sapot Project.
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We are not here to judge.
We are just here to help, to
educate and to help people
stay safe and live longer.
This work we are doing,
I know it is saving lives.
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Any questions, comments or complaints
related to the content of this book should
be directed to Save the Children:
By phone: +675 323 7061
By email: feedback.png@savethechildren.org.au
32

