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COVID-19 pandemic inﬂuenced
migration ﬂows

Regardless of the reduced inﬂux of new arrivals through the Balkans
route, migration between the countries in the region remained high in
the last quarter of 2020, with some countries, such as Romania,
becoming more pronounced as an alternative route to Western Europe.
Additionally, for the ﬁrst time in several years, migrants and refugees
used the land route through Greece (across the Evros river) more than
the sea route. At least 2,760 new refugee and migrant entries were
ofﬁcially registered on the peninsula in the Q4 20201.
During the second part of 2020, the Balkans route ceased to be the main
entry point into Europe for refugees and migrants, with Western and
Central Mediterranean routes2 taking over.
Although, after the initial decrease caused by pandemic, the number of the new arrivals increased in
the second half of the year, figures have not reached the pre-COVID-19 level. During Q4, UNHCR
reported 6,228 new beneficiaries in Serbia; Bulgarian authorities registered 1,573 people who
entered the country irregularly, while 3,039 new refugee and migrant arrivals were recorded in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 8,308 in North Macedonia, 392 in Kosovo* and 2,936 in Albania. Romania
once again had the biggest increase in new arrivals with 3,330 migrants and refugees entering the
country, which is twice as much as in the previous quarter of the year3.

The influence of COVID-19 pandemic on the
migration routes was still visible in the last
quarter of 2020. The routes and movement
dynamics have changed and, although the
number of new migrants has been rising since
July, it was far lower than the number
registered prior to COVID-19. Many
international and local stakeholders providing
help to the refugees and migrants have closed
operations (or reduced their services) during
this period, further aggravating health and
protection risks affecting the refugee and
migrant population accommodated in the
official centres.

Movement between Balkan
countries continued regardless of
COVID-19
Although there were not many new arrivals to
the Greek peninsula, the migrations between
the countries in the Balkans remained active,
with more than 8,000 people entering North
Macedonia from Greece. Movement recorded
through Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Albania and Romania was also high, especially
considering all restrictions related to the
COVID-19 pandemics.
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Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) remained a key country on the route for
refugees and migrants travelling through the Balkans. The country has
struggled to provide accommodation and support to the high number of
those who are present in the country, with more continually arriving. The
situation worsened following the closing of one of the major
accommodation facilities in September, leaving thousands of refugees
and migrants to sleep in the open.

The route through Kosovo*, which
was dominant at the beginning of
2020, remained almost inactive in
the last quarter of the year.
Around 140,000 refugees and
migrants are currently present in
the Balkans.

Existing transit corridors Bulgaria/North Macedonia/Serbia, Kosovo*/Serbia, as well as Albania/
Montenegro, usually converge in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Although the number of refugees and
migrants trying to cross the Hungarian or Romanian border remained relatively high, with less
movement from Bulgaria to Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina is still the most used exit route. A
rising number of pushbacks from Romania to Serbia was registered. The data show that most
refugees and migrants enter the Balkans through Greece.

The number of people accommodated in the
reception centers, at external addresses and
unofficial shelters in the Balkan countries is
estimated at 139,372 by available official data.
Most of them are currently in Greece (119.700),
Bosnia and Herzegovina (about 9.517) and
Serbia (7.903).

On average, children made less than the usual one-third of all refugees
and migrants transiting through the Balkans. Many of these children are
travelling unaccompanied.
The percentage of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) in the overall number of children
varies significantly from country to country, making it difficult to determine the share of UASC in the
population of the refugee and migrant children travelling through the Balkans. Looking at the
available data, we can conclude that the majority of UASC in all the Balkan countries are boys from
Afghanistan and Pakistan, with children from African countries and Syrian minors emerging as
unaccompanied travellers as well.
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Greece manage the migrant situation. Balkans Migration and
Displacement Hub continues to monitor the availability of
migration data in the Balkans.

GREECE

DECREASE IN ARRIVALS AND COVID-19
MOVEMENT RESTRICTIONS
During the last quarter of 2020 there have been 2,650 registered
new refugee and migrant arrivals in
Greece.5 After the noticeable
COVID-19 pandemic-related decrease
in the number of new arrivals, the
new refugee and
figures started to increase during the
summer months. These figures do not migrant arrivals in
even closely reach the ones before the
Greece
pandemic (28,503 arrivals in the same
period in 2019).

2,650

Since the start of the migrant crisis in the Balkans, migrants and
refugees usually entered Greece using sea routes, but this trend
changed in the third quarter of 2020. Land routes remained
primary entry routes in the last quarter of 2020, with 79% of
refugees and migrants coming that way.
According to the UNHCR data,6 in Q4, as in the Q3, Greece was
behind Spain and Italy when it comes to the number of the new
arrivals. This shift is important to note having in mind that
Greece has been the most important entry route for migrants
and refugees coming into Europe for the last several years. It is
also important to mention that data sources on refugees and
migrants in Greece are not as available as before the pandemic,
suggesting a possible shift in the way the authorities in Greece

Although the new arrivals dramatically decreased since the
pandemic has started, and unrest in the camps, particularly on
Lesvos, resulted in people leaving the shelters, the number of
refugees and migrants residing in Greece at the end of the
reporting period hasn’t decreased much in comparison to the rest
of the year (119,700)7. Most of the people were present on the
mainland (100,600), while the number of those in the islands
decreased (19,100).
According to the National Coordination Centre for Border
Control, Immigration and Asylum8, at the end of September,
there were exactly 17,005 migrants and refugees present in the
islands, which is a 21% decrease compared to September. The
numbers, although decreasing, still exceeded the accommodation
capacities at Chios and Samos (Samos hosted 3,547 migrants
with a capacity of 648 places), while Kos, Leros and Lesbos
hosted significantly less people than in past several years9.

Turkey

Lesvos

Greece
Chios
Samos
Leros
Kos

17,005 migrants and refugees were present on the
Greek islands.
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Demographic structure of most of the migrants coming in this
period
In mid-January 2021, there were 4,028 unaccompanied and
separated children (UASC) in Greece, which is similar to the
number registered in Q3 202010.
Most of them came from
Afghanistan (38%), followed by
Pakistan (22%) and Syria (13%),
which is almost the same as in the UASC children in
Greece are left
previous quarter of the year.
Out of that number, 930 children
without adequate
were left without adequate shelter.
shelter and are living
They were reported living in
informal housing arrangements, on in informal/insecure
the streets (reported as homeless),
housing conditions
or with their location unknown.

GREECE

930

Afghanistan

35%

Syria
Congo

23%
10%

Six out of ten children were younger than 12; around 14% were
unaccompanied.

MIGRATION ROUTES

DEMOGRAPHICS

During the last quarter of 2020, migrants and refugees used the
land crossing across the river Evros on Greco-Turkish border
more than the sea route. This was the first time in the past
several years that the prevalent trend of landing on the islands in
the East Aegean has changed.

There was no data on the structure of migrant population
arriving in Greece in 2020 (not even on the sea arrivals) available
in continuity. Based on the available data (for those arriving by
sea from August to December 202011), children made up onethird of the refugee and migrant population arriving in Greece.
Most of the migrants coming in this period came from
Afghanistan (35%), followed by Syria (23%) and Congo (10%).

Even though Greece is an EU member state, many refugees and
migrants continue their journey towards Western and Northern
Europe. The well-established exit route, extensively travelled
since the beginning of the migration crisis, heads north towards
North Macedonia and Serbia. According to the data from
Albania and Kosovo*, since 2019, the route through Albania and
Montenegro and the route towards Bosnia and Herzegovina have
become more active.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS ON THE MOVE
According to UNHCR data12, the number of new refugee and
migrant arrivals to Serbia during the last three months of 2020
has, expectedly, somewhat decreased compared to traditionally
high transit summer months. During
October, November and December 2020,
there were 6,228 new arrivals in Serbia.
Although this is less than in the previous
new arrivals were
quarter of the year, it is 22% more than
during the same period in 2019. On the
registered during
other hand, IOM13 data suggest that there
October - December
have been more than twice as many
arrivals to Serbia (16,438) as the UNHCR period
data shows for the third quarter of 2020.

SERBIA

6,228

At the end of December, 7,793 refugees and migrants were
estimated to be present in the country, with most of them (6,419)
accommodated in the official accommodation centres.14 The
number of those staying in the country stayed roughly the same
compared to the end of the previous quarter.
During the last quarter of 2020, 53 applications for asylum were
submitted, with as many as 13 positive decisions made.
Although the COVID-19 situation has reduced the presence of
most nongovernmental organizations supporting refugees and
migrants, Save the Children, together with partners, continued
operating and provided services to 884 refugees and migrants,
which includes both new arrivals as well as old beneficiaries who
were provided with new services. Out of this number, 543 were
new arrivals in the country.

Information on the number of refugees and migrants in Serbia,
their structure and other characteristics is often imprecise or not
available and the nature of migration makes data collection
challenging. However, for several years already, Save the
Children has been systematically and regularly collecting data on
its beneficiaries, providing important insight into the structure
and habits of this population. Although Save the Children has
decreased its field work capacities since COVID-19 pandemics
has started, its partners have managed to support 513 new
refugees and migrants. Most of them were children (73%) who
were supported through child protection, information sharing,
psychosocial support and educational activities. Most of these
children (74%) were UASCs, while girls made up 13% of all
children supported by the teams run by Save the Children and its
partners.
Of the 6,228 new arrivals to Serbia15 in the last quarter, the
majority were adults (76%) and primarily males (73%). Children
made up 24% of all the newly arrived refugees and migrants in
Serbia, which is a significant increase compared to the previous
quarter (15% in the third quarter of 2020). Girls made up only
11% of children (87).

3,455

24%

Men

of the new arrivals
1,278 were children

1,408

Women

Boys

87

Girls

6

Balkans Migration and Displacement Hub
Data and Trends Analysis

MIGRATION ROUTES

Unaccompanied minors made up 76% of all children coming to
the country during this period (an increase compared to 60% in
the third quarter).

76%

of registered children were
travelling alone

SERBIA

Refugees and migrants from Afghanistan remained the most
numerous groups coming to Serbia during the last quarter of
2020, followed by those from Syria and Iraq.16

Refugees and migrants by country of origin (N=6,228)
Afghanistan
Syria
Iraq

67%
14%

As in the previous years, exit routes from Serbia led through
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Hungary and Romania. Almost
all borders with Serbia were well protected, with physical
barriers and strong police presence, except the border with
Bosnia and Herzegovina, making it the most likely direction for
migrants and refugees attempting to leave Serbia irregularly.

Almost all of the newly arrived refugees
and migrants came through North
Macedonia (88%), followed by Bulgaria,
Montenegro and BiH

Although Albania and Kosovo* were the main entry points to
Serbia before the COVID-19 outbreak, they were almost absent
from data in the last quarter of the year.17

8%
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DEMOGRAPHICS

BUSY ROUTE THROUGH BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA
The migration route through Bosnia and Herzegovina is still one
of the main transit corridors in the
region with 3,039 new refugee and
migrant arrivals officially registered
during the last quarter of 2020.18 It
new refugee and
should be noted that. as in other Balkan
migrant arrivals
countries. the real figures are possibly
during the last
much higher. since refugees and migrants
quarter of 2020
(including children) can only be
registered if there is accommodation
available – otherwise they often remain invisible. There has been
a major decrease compared to the previous reporting period of
the same year, as well as in comparison to the number of new
arrivals registered in Q4 2020 (7,672). According to the unofficial
data provided by UNHCR, at the end of 2020 there have been
9,517 refugees and migrants in BiH. More than a half of them
(5,983) were sheltered in the refugee centres across the country,
mostly in Una-Sana Canton19. The same source indicates that
there were 1,062 children in various accommodation facilities at
the end of 2020, which means that 18% of all accommodated
refugees and migrants in BiH were children. Almost a half of
them (49%) were UASCs.

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

3,039

Save the Children teams in Una-Sana Canton supported 277
newly arrived refugees and migrants during this period, out of
which the majority were children (72%).20

Currently, fully disaggregated official data for the overall
population of refugees and migrants in BiH is not available. The
available UNHCR data shows that 30% of new arrivals came
from Afghanistan, 29% from Pakistan, 8% from Bangladesh and
8% from Morocco.21
Most of the Save the Children’s new child beneficiaries during this
period were boys (178 or 89%) and UASCs (71%).

Refugees and migrants by country of origin (N=3,039)
Afghanistan

30%

Pakistan

29%

Bangladesh 8%
Morocco

8%

MIGRATION ROUTES
Most of the refugees and migrants identified in Bosnia and
Herzegovina entered the country from south-east or east by
irregularly crossing the border with Serbia or Montenegro.
According to the UNHCR data22 the majority of migrants
coming to BiH from a single country came from Serbia (84%),
followed by Montenegro (15%). Entry routes merge in Sarajevo,
the country’s capital located in the central part of the country, or
in Tuzla, in the north. From there, refugees and migrants head
towards the western border with Croatia. The most attempts to
cross the Croatian border have been recorded at the north-west
part of the border in the area of Bihac and Velika Kladusa.
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BOYS' PARLIAMENT IN BIHAC
Let’s hear it from the boys – how we support unaccompanied refugee
and migrant children to act together and improve their lives in the
camps in Bosnia
When teenage boys Malik*, Ahmed* and Mohamed* left their homes and families,
hoping to find a safer, better life in Europe, they couldn't really imagine the challenges
that awaited them on the journey. Days and days of exhausting walking, extreme
weather conditions, lack of food and water, the dangerous game of crossing borders
and interactions with smugglers and border guards, very often filled with violence - it's
all in the experience of refugee and migrant boys who travel alone, without a parent or
an adult guardian who could watch over them. But while the boys had to rely on
themselves for the most part of their strenuous journey, in a camp in Bihac, in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, where they found temporary shelter, they also found a group to
which they can belong, receive support and give it to others.
In the camp, the boys joined the Boys’ Parliament, a group founded to represent the
voices of unaccompanied refugee and migrant children staying there. “It is very
interesting; it looks like politics. I think it's good for our guys. It could be one of the
solutions to make the environment safe and make plans,“ explains 16-years-old Malik*,
who has been a regular participant and, by translating for his peers, a valuable
facilitator of the group’s work.
“With this, we feel that someone cares about us,” says Malik*.
The Boys’ Parliament is made of representatives elected by all the unaccompanied boys
staying in the camp. The Parliament holds its meetings every other week, to identify
needs and problems and discuss possible solutions and actions which could improve the
lives of unaccompanied and separated boys in the camp. Save the Children staff,
together with members of staff from other NGOs and agencies working in the camp,
attend the meetings to hear from the boys about their needs. Save the Children child
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protection officers and case workers also ensure that everything said in the meetings is
recorded on paper and presented in actionable points.
“The purpose of the Parliament is to make everyone's opinion heard. Some minors do
not dare to speak in public, but they can tell their representatives what to address on
their behalf. It makes me happy that, as a representative of minors from Pakistan, I can
express not only my opinions, but also the opinions of my friends,” says Ahmed*. Upon
his arrival in the camp, this 16-year-old boy went through a difficult period, struggling
with suicidal thoughts and resorting to self-harm. With the support from the Save the
Children staff and his peers, he started recovering and participating in the educational
and recreational activities and the work of the Boys’ Parliament.
The boys use the parliament as a platform to address the quality of the services in the
centre, mostly accommodation issues – heating, hygiene, covid-19 isolation
accommodation, meals, but also other resources and activities available to them. As a
result of the petitions formulated during the meetings, the accommodation containers
were winterized in time by installing additional heaters, blankets and winter clothes
were secured, various appliances – a washing machine, a kitchen stove, a boiler- were
fixed or replaced. The hygiene in the toilets and the areas where the boys gather was
significantly improved. Also, some crucial protection and security issues, such as alcohol
consumption among the boys, the treatment by the staff working in the centre,
inadequate behaviour towards the girls staying in the camp, were successfully
addressed.
Boys’ Parliament was firstly initiated in Bira, a former factory in the Bosnian northwestern Una-Sana Canton turned to an accommodation centre for up to 2,000 children
and adults. “The main idea behind Boys’ Parliament was to enable children to advocate
for their needs and rights in this, often harsh, environment, with many shortcomings in
basic services. At that time, we had over 400 unaccompanied children in Bira only.
Providing them an opportunity and space to raise their voices, without fear, was a
necessity. To prepare them, we talked about democracy, human rights, parliament and
elections. The meetings significantly improved the communication with the boys, helped
us to understand them, accommodate house rules to their needs, and communicate the
rules to them in a way that will ensure that the rules are respected,” says Sabiha
Kapetanovic, Save the Children Child Protection Programme Coordinator, who
developed the Boys’ Parliament model from the very beginning.
After camp Bira was closed, the model was replicated, and further developed, in other
centres where Save the Children works with unaccompanied children. The child
protection teams also coordinate the creation of a bulletin in which the opinions and

experiences of unaccompanied boys are presented through their stories and interviews,
creative writing, art and reports about the activities and the workshops.
“We are proud of the boys and their work, particularly because they themselves
initiated a set-up of regular meetings between the representatives and other boys in the
camp, in which the representatives present the topics that were discussed during the
previous Boys’ Parliament session and collect the information about needs and opinions
from others, which are then presented at the next session,” explain Emir Fazlovic and
Dalila Midzic, Save the Children’s coordinators supporting the work of the Boys’
Parliament. “These meetings are followed-up by our child protection staff, case workers
and legal guardians, and these meetings are, for us, a great opportunity to get better
insight into the lives of children we are working to support.”
“This is a new experience for me,” says Mohamed* who acts as a representative of the
Afghan community. “It is interesting to hear opinions; everybody can express their
thoughts. And when they ask for my opinion I feel very good,” explains the boy who
turned 18 recently but will remain in the camp and keep his place in the Parliament,
since his work in supporting his community was praised by the other boys.
It’s not only the “big issues” that get solved by the parliament – it’s also the smaller
things, but important for the quality of everyday life, that were provided to the boys,
such as a hair dryer, nail cutter, electric shavers. As a result of the consultations, Save
the Children is currently in a process of procuring guitars for musical workshops and a
sewing machine, which will be used for classes provided by one of the boys who is skilled
in sewing.
The boys take the work of the Parliament very seriously. They come prepared to every
meeting with precise lists of requests and take part in the discussions by using valid
argumentation.
In the refugee accommodation centres across Bosnia and Herzegovina, one of the key
countries on the Balkans Route hosting around 9,000 refugees and migrants, there are
around 400 identified unaccompanied and separated children. The real number of
children is probably much higher since the country, similar to many other countries on
the route, still struggles with identification procedures and other key protection services
for children on the move, including children travelling alone. The supporting networks
the children create along the way strengthen their resilience in facing the tremendously
challenging and, very often, life-endangering situations in which they find themselves,
and enable children to reclaim their joy by doing something for themselves and the
community.
“It’s very good to help someone and it makes me feel good… it makes my soul feel
happy,” says Malik*.
*Names in the story are changed in order to protect children’s identity.
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BULGARIA

Number of refugees and migrants reported to be in the official
centres or at “external addresses”24 marked a one-quarter
increase in comparison to the Q3 2020 (from 929 reported at the
end of September 2020 to 1,228 in December 2020). According to
the Ministry of Interior, 134 migrants were either deported or
they had left Bulgaria legally during the last quarter of 2020.

DEMOGRAPHICS

MIGRATION FLOW
During the last three months of 2020, Bulgarian police
apprehended 1,573 people while
irregularly entering the country.23 These
numbers were unusually high for this
period of the year, showing a continuing
people were
trend of increase in number of refugees
and migrants arriving to Bulgaria, which
apprehended of
started in Q3 2020 with almost the same
number of entries. For comparison, during illegally entering
the last quarter of 2019, only 304 new
the country
entries were recorded.

1,573

Since August, the perceived continual increase in the number of
the new refugee and migrant arrivals has been evident from the
data shared by the Bulgarian State Agency for Refugees. The
Agency reported 1,883 people applying for international
protection in the last quarter of the year, which represented a
one-third increase compared to the previous quarter of the
year.25 These were primarily adults (1,277 or 68%). Similarly to
the previous reporting periods, men made up 91% and women 9%
of adults. When it comes to children, most of the new child
applicants were boys (521 or 86%). Women and girls made up
10% of all the new migrant and refugee cases recorded in
Bulgaria during the reporting period, identical to the previous
quarter.
Most of these new arrivals came from Afghanistan and Syria,
followed by Pakistan and Morocco. The structure of new arrivals
was almost the same as in the previous quarter. The applicants
from Afghanistan and Pakistan were predominantly men and
teenage boys, while migrants from Syria and Iraq had a more
balanced gender and age ratio.
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Refugees and migrants by country of origin (N=1,573)
Afghanistan

53%

Syria
Pakistan

27%
10%

Bulgaria

BULGARIA

Moroc. 3%

MIGRATION ROUTES
Bulgarian Ministry of Interior regularly provides data on where
irregular migrants were apprehended. The locations are divided
into three categories: (1) borders of entry, namely the borders
with Turkey and Greece; (2) in-country, meaning that people
were arrested somewhere within the country; (3) borders of exit,
namely north and west borders with Serbia and Romania. Even
though this data does not capture the overall migration flow, it
gives us clues about cross-border migratory routes.

Turkey

Greece

Most of the refugees and migrants entered the country from the
south-east, namely by crossing the border with Turkey (52%) or
Greece (28%), but also by returning from Serbia (18%). When it
comes to the exit routes from Bulgaria – most migrants and
refugees left the country through Serbia (91%), with only 4%
using Romania as an exit point.26
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40%
THE BUSIEST ROUTE IN THE REGION
According to the UNHCR data, there were almost two times
less new arrivals to North Macedonia
during the last quarter of 2020 than in
the previous quarter of the year, when
more than 15,000 migrants and refugees
new arrivals
entered this country. During the fourth
quarter of 2020, 8,308 migrants and
were registered
refugees entered North Macedonia27,
during the fourth
which is also a decrease of almost 20%
compared to the same period last year.
quarter
IOM provided data about 5,735 refugees
and migrants registered in North Macedonia in this period28.

NORTH
MACEDONIA

8,308

Although there is no publicly available data on the number of
migrants residing in North Macedonian refugee and migrant
centres for the period, there is no reason to believe that things
have changed regarding the fact that, so far, North Macedonia
has been mostly a country of transit for most migrants.

DEMOGRAPHICS
Only 9% (515) of recorded new arrivals were children, but this is
an increase compared to the previous reporting period. As in the
previous years, boys made up most of these cases (93%). UASC
children made up a significant percentage of the new child
arrivals and, out of those children whose status is known, 40%
were UASCs.

of all children entering North
Macedonia in last three
months were UASC

Almost all new arrivals were adults and predominantly men –
men made up 93% of all new arrivals or 99% of adults.29
When it comes to countries of refugee and migrant origin, they
are somewhat different than in the previous reporting period,
with almost half of the new arrivals coming from Afghanistan,
followed by Pakistan, Syria and Bangladesh.30

Refugees and migrants by country of origin (N=8,308)
Afghanistan

48%

Pakistan
Syria

16%
10%

Bang. 2%

MIGRATION ROUTES
The data suggests that the migration route through North
Macedonia is, as in the previous periods, mainly used as a corridor
between Greece and Serbia. During the last quarter of 2020, as
much as 92% of all registered new arrivals came from Greece - far
more than 66% registered in the previous quarter of the year.
Other points of entry are unknown (except for the 2% of the
registered, who reported being pushed back from Serbia).31
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MIGRATION ROUTES

According to the UNHCR, there were
2,936 new refugee and migrant arrivals
in Albania during the reporting period,
which is 30% less than in the previous
quarter of the year.32 These new
entries were made up mostly of adults
(89%) and, as in the other Balkan
countries, mostly of men (84% of all
adults).

2,936

new refugee and
migrant arrivals in
Albania during the
reporting period

Children made up 11% of all new arrivals, with the majority of
them being boys (80%) while the percentage of girls is noticeably
lower than in the previous quarter of the year. There are no
official data on the number of UASCs.
Same as in the previous period, refugees and migrants from Syria
were the most numerous. More than two-thirds of registered new
arrivals came from this country, which is more than in the
previous quarter of the year. They are followed by arrivals from
Iran, Afghanistan and Iraq. Roughly 8% of all new arrivals came
from the Northern Africa countries (Morocco, Libya and Algeria,
respectively).
Syria

68%

Iran

7%

Iraq

7%

Afghan. 6%

It seems that, similar to the other Western Balkans countries,
Albania is perceived as a transit country. It is part of the
migration corridor which goes from Greece through Albania,
Montenegro, reaching Bosnia and Herzegovina, from where
refugees and migrants try to cross the border with Croatia and
continue their journey towards western European countries.
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ALBANIA

IMPORTANT MIGRATION CORRIDOR

The migration route through Albania started to be more
frequently used by refugees and migrants at the beginning of
2018. According to the UNHCR data33, during the last quarter of
2020 almost all refugees and migrants entered the country from
the south by crossing the border with Greece. They moved north
towards Montenegro, most frequently crossing the border in the
vicinity of Lake Skadar. The IOM data shows that during this
period, at least 799 persons left Albania through this exit point.34
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REDUCED NUMBER OF REFUGEES AND
MIGRANTS IN TRANSIT

KOSOVO*

392

Most of the refugees and migrants, as in the previous period,
came from Syria, followed by Morocco, Libya and Palestine.
Maghreb countries accounted for more than half of all new
Kosovo* entries (51%).

Even though Kosovo* was never a major
part of the Balkans migration corridor in
previous years, it became one of the most
prominent parts of the route in 2019. Due to
ofﬁcially
COVID-19 epidemic in the second quarter of
the year, the figures dramatically decreased, registered new
and remained such until the end of the year, arrivals
with only 392 new arrivals registered by
UNHCR in the last quarter.35 Nevertheless, these numbers are
44% higher than in the previous quarter of the same year.36

Refugees and migrants by country of origin (N=392)

It should be noted that IOM reports 863 refugees and migrants
registered by the authorities in the same period on the territory of
Kosovo*37.

As in the other Balkan countries, many refugees and migrants
only transit through Kosovo* on their journey towards western
and northern Europe.

DEMOGRAPHICS AND MIGRATION
ROUTES
UNHCR data shows that only 5% of all registered new migrant
and refugee arrivals were children. Out of that number, 72%
were boys. From the majority of new arrivals, which was made
up of adults, only 4% were women.

5%

of all new arrivals in last
three months were children

24%

Syria
Morocco

22%

Libya
Palestine

18%
13%

The prevailing majority of the new
arrivals (58%) came to Kosovo* from
Albania, with 12% being pushed back
from Serbia and the rest coming from
North Macedonia*
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DEMOGRAPHICS
According to the official data, one third (33%) of all asylum
applicants during the last quarter were children, and most of
them were UASCs (68%). The majority of 66% of registered
asylum seekers were adults, but there are no data on the gender
of these adult migrants and refugees.

ROMANIA

TRANSITING THROUGH ROMANIA
Romania has been an important transit point of the Balkans
migration route in the last couple of years,
with its importance rising at the end of
2019 and the beginning of 2020. Although
COVID-19 situation has resulted in a
new refugee and
decreased number of the new arrivals in
migrant asylum
mid-year, the numbers started picking up
since the summer and continued to do so
applications in
in the last quarter of the year. According
Romania during
to official data,38 there were 3,330 new
October, November
refugee and migrant asylum applications in
and December 2020
Romania during October, November and
December 2020. This is the largest number of the new arrivals in
the last several years, and two times higher than the number of
arrivals registered in Q3 2020.

3,330

When it comes to the number of refugees and migrants
accommodated in state-run centres, there were 1,02439 at the
end of September. This is an increase of 150% compared to the
Q3. Recent data provided by the Save the Children Romania
(Salvati Copiii) suggests that the centres are overcrowded and
that conditions in the centres are poor.
According to the field data and insights from Salvati Copiii field
teams, the length of stay in Romania varies but is shorter when it
comes to single men. Families choose to stay longer than single
adults who mostly leave the country after several days or weeks.

68%

of all newly registered
children were UASC

More than half of all arrivals came from Afghanistan (59%), which
was a major increase compared to the previous periods (16% in
the third quarter of 2020). They are followed by arrivals from
Syria (16%), Iraq (6%) and Turkey (3%). Arrivals from Turkey,
registered in the previous reporting period, were proven rather
to be a coincidence, than a major trend40.

Applicants for international protection by country of origin (N=3,330)
Afghanistan
Syria
Iraq
Tur. 3%

59%
16%

6%

Most of the new arrivals came
from Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq
and Turkey

Since desegregated official data on newly arrived refugee and
migrant children has not been published, figures available to Save
the Children Romania (Salvati Copiii) are used to illustrate the
trends. According to this data41, Save the Children Romania
worked with 346 newly arrived refugee and migrant children
during the fourth quarter of 2020, out of which 310 (90%) were
boys and 36 (10%) were girls. This is almost three times more
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The main exit point from the county is its north-west border with
Hungary.
Aiming to provide more information on the situation for children
in Romania, the Balkans Migration and Displacement Hub issued
an overview of the situation with migrant children in Romania
“Spotlight on the situation of refugee and migrant children in
Romania”43.

children than during the previous quarter of the year. Prevailing
majority of children came from Afghanistan (77%), followed by,
surprisingly, Somalia with 7%42 and Syria with 6%. More than
two-thirds (68%) of these children were unaccompanied.
Hungary

MIGRATION ROUTES

ROMANIA

Romania

According to the data from the field, refugees and migrants
mostly arrived to Romania from Serbia, while a small number
entered from Bulgaria. Serbian UNHCR data shows a large
number of pushbacks from the Romanian border, suggesting
intensified cross border activities.
Similar to other Balkans countries, refugees and migrants still see
Romania as a transit point on their journey towards Western
Europe. According to the recent field data, the length of their
stay in Romania varies. Single adults usually have shorter stays
and leave the country after several weeks while the families stay
longer.

Serbia
Bulgaria
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The official closure of borders, and the EU-Turkey deal in March 2016,
reduced the number of migrants, but did not stop the migrations through
the Balkans. Refugees and migrants have instead been pushed into the
hands of smugglers and traffickers facing increased protection risks. The
national protection systems in countries like Greece, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, North Macedonia, and Serbia are struggling to provide
adequate support to new arrivals. There is a lack of reliable data on
migration trends and many rights violations against migrants and refugees
transiting through, or stranded in the Balkans.
Organizations and volunteer groups operating in the Balkans track
irregular arrivals, departures, cases of pushbacks, detention, and violence in
their own countries, often without clearly defined standards, objectives or
consistency. At this time, there is no unified collection of information or a
regional initiative to collate and organize the available information into a
clear and concise overview.
International attention remains mostly focused on Greece, while the
migration flows through other Balkan countries stay below the radar. The
lack of comprehensive data analysis at individual country and regional
levels increases the vulnerability of refugees and migrants on the move,
children in particular, and hinders the development of relevant, evidencebased and responsive policies and programs.
Data and Trend Analysis (DATA) is a project launched by Save the
Children’s Balkans Migration and Displacement Hub (BMDH). The goal of
this initiative is to synthesize valuable information on migration, especially
on refugee and migrant children, and contribute to evidence-based
programming and policymaking within the region.
The DATA Project focuses on the following three topics: (1) Main migratory
trends: ebbs and flows in migration, changes in demographics, changes in
routes, and seasonal changes; (2) Main protection violations: detention
rates and conditions, pushbacks, returns, police violence, local acceptance
and tensions; (3) Changes in national migration and social protection
policies.

Data Sources
Besides primary data collected by Save the Children and its partners, other
data used for this purpose include publicly available data from reports,
dashboards, publications, policies and articles, and information from other
relevant stakeholders which are collected and analysed. The initiative is and
will remain open, encouraging the exchange of information, cooperation
and partnership with all relevant actors.
Data is processed in line with national and international regulations and
standards on protection of personal data.

Geographical Scope
We intend to cover the Balkans route which includes the territories of
Greece, North Macedonia, Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia, Albania, Kosovo,
Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Hungary.

The Balkans Migration and Displacement Hub (BMDH) was
established in 2018 in Belgrade, Serbia, in order to ensure visibility
and continual support for children on the move in the Balkans.
Drawing from the experience gained in responding to the refugee
and migrant crisis in 2015 and 2016, BMDH documents good
practices, improves learning and knowledge-sharing and promotes
emergency preparedness. The Hub monitors trends in migrations
across the Balkans and conducts research in particular issues
related to mixed migrations, issuing regular reports. By developing
partnerships in countries along the Balkans route and liaising with
other stakeholders working with children on the move, BMDH
provides and promotes robust advocacy for children, ensuring that
their needs are brought to the forefront. Together with Save the
Children’s advocacy offices, BMDH is implementing regional
advocacy initiatives targeting EU. The Balkans Migration and
Displacement Hub works within Save the Children North West
Balkans CO.
Find our Data and Trend Analysis and other reports and
publications at:
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net
keyword: BMDH
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1 The sum of the official number of entries to Greece and entries to Bulgaria
through Turkey.
2 Western Mediterranean route stretches across the Mediterranean Sea
between Spain and Morocco, while the Central Mediterranean route connects
North Africa and Italy. Source: https://frontex.europa.eu/along-eu-borders/
migratory-routes
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